
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

February 17, 2015

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, Anthony H. DeFeo, and John L. Embert III.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, and
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the executive session minutes of
February 2, 2015 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried
unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – There were none.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten said she had nothing this at this time.

C. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

D. Police chief – Chief Wood said he had nothing at this time.

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg briefly touched on items from his report to Council.

F. Committees – Councilman DeFeo said the Public Safety Committee met February
12th; the Utility Committee met February 4th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met February 11th.

Mr. Hugg said the Redevelopment Authority will meet on the 25th.
 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
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Visitors present were Cindy Cogar.

 Cindy Cogar came forward to speak.  Ms. Cogar had questions about new jobs being
posted; requested to not raise trash fees; enforcing the ordinances; and asked why the
Town was closed on Tuesday.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Approval is requested for the pursuit of matching planning grant funding for
preliminary engineering and investigation work for the following sewer projects:
South Main St. Utility Replacement Project, Market St. and Market St. Plaza Utility
Replacement Project, and Industrial Park Pump Station Upgrades.  The grant funding
will be used for the work that is required to submit for project funding through the
Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF).  The work will include environmental
impact assessments, conceptual designs, and cost estimates.  A DNREC Wastewater
Matching Planning grant will be pursued for $15,850.  The grant would reimburse
one dollar for every two spent up to the grant amount – Councilman DeFeo made the
motion to approve the request for the pursuit of matching planning grant funding for
preliminary engineering and investigation work for the following sewer projects: South
Main St. Utility Replacement Project, Market St. and Market St. Plaza Utility Replacement
Project, and Industrial Park Pump Station Upgrades.  The grant funding will be used for the
work that is required to submit for project funding through the Clean Water State
Revolving Fund (CWSRF).  The work will include environmental impact assessments,
conceptual designs, and cost estimates.  A DNREC Wastewater Matching Planning grant will
be pursued for $15,850.  The grant would reimburse one dollar for every two spent up to
the grant amount.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible vote on agreement with American Municipal Power to
lease land in the Smyrna Business Park for the use of a solar power facility –
Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the agreement with American Municipal
Power to lease land in the Smyrna Business Park for the use of a solar power facility.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Appointment and swearing-in of Election Board – Councilwoman Brown made
the motion to approve the appointments to the Election Board.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.  Mayor Masten swore in the members of
the Election Board.

B. Appointment and swearing-in of Board of Assessors – This item was deferred to
the next Council meeting.

C. Fire Marshall Permit fee for Centennial Church to be set up as a Code Purple
location – Councilwoman Brown made the motion to approve paying for the Fire Marshall
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permit fee for the Centennial Church in order for it to be set up as a Code Purple shelter.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

D. Discussion and vote on recommendations from the Finance Committee re:
adjustments to the FY 2015 Budget – This item deferred to the next meeting.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Mayor Masten advised that she will have appointees at the next meeting for the
Planning & Zoning Commission, and the Smyrna Slum Clearance and Redevelopment
Authority due to resignations she has received.

Councilwoman Brown asked that we develop a plan for records management
including scanning.

Councilman Johnson thanked everyone for working together on the budget.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss a personnel matter in which the names,
competencies, and abilities of individuals will be discussed - Councilwoman Brown
made the motion to go into executive session to discuss a personnel matter in which the
names, competencies, and abilities of individuals will be discussed; and to discuss an
individual citizen’s qualifications to hold a job.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo
and carried unanimously.  Council went into executive session at 7:55 p.m.

Councilman Embert made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.  Council came out of executive
session at 9:25 p.m.

B. Possible discussion and vote on an individual citizen’s qualifications to hold a
job discussed in executive session – No action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Embert made the motion to adjourn. Motion was seconded by
Councilman DeFeo.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m. by unanimous vote.
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