
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

December 5, 2016

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Peter M. Retzlaff, Robert C.
Johnson, Alvin C. Pope, and John L. Embert III.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the regular council minutes and
the executive session minutes of November 21, 2016 as presented.  Motion was seconded
by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Masten said spoke about the Smyrna High School
football team win of the Division I DIAA Football State Championship, the Slate Café opened
on Saturday, the Dairy Sweet reopened yesterday, and work has begun on the Maverick
BBQ.

B. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

C. Police Chief – Chief Wood said Council had his report.

D. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg briefly touched on items from his report to Council.
         
E. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee will meet
December 15th.

Councilman Pope said the IT Committee will meet December 20th.

Councilman Johnson said the Utility Committee will meet December 7th.

Councilman Retzlaff said the Finance Committee met December 2nd.
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Councilwoman White said the Shade Tree Commission will not meet in December;
the next meeting will be January 18th.

Councilwoman Rodriguez said the Personnel Committee will meet December 13th.

Mr. Hugg said the Smyrna Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Authority will meet
December 21st.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Gary M. Dawkins, James Markow, Michelle & Buddy Wadkins,
Cheryl Baker, Amanda Retting, and Gary Stulir.

Cheryl Baker came forward to speak.  Ms. Baker said she needed to speak with Chief
Wood and Detective Davis.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on a Resolution of the Town Council of the
Town of Smyrna, Delaware authorizing and providing for the incurrence of
indebtedness for the purpose of providing a portion of the cost of acquiring,
constructing, enlarging, improving, and/or extending its water system all in the area
of the Town known as North Duck Creek facility to serve an area lawfully within its
jurisdiction to serve
B. Discussion and possible action on a Resolution of the Town Council of the
Town of Smyrna, Delaware authorizing and providing for the incurrence of
indebtedness for the purpose of providing a portion of the cost of acquiring,
constructing, enlarging, improving, and/or extending its Police Department Building
facility to serve an area lawfully within its jurisdiction to serve

Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve the resolution of the Town
Council of the Town of Smyrna, Delaware authorizing and providing for the incurrence of
indebtedness for the purpose of providing a portion of the cost of acquiring, constructing,
enlarging, improving, and/or extending its water system all in the area of the Town known
as North Duck Creek facility to serve an area lawfully within its jurisdiction to serve; and
the resolution of the Town Council of the Town of Smyrna, Delaware authorizing and
providing for the incurrence of indebtedness for the purpose of providing a portion of the
cost of acquiring, constructing, enlarging, improving, and/or extending its Police
Department Building facility to serve an area lawfully within its jurisdiction to serve.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Shade Tree Commission Urban Canopy Resolution – Councilman Johnson made
the motion to approve the Shade Tree Commission Urban Canopy Resolution.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman White.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwoman
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White, and Councilmen Retzlaff, Johnson, Pope, and Embert voting for, and Councilwoman
Rodriguez voting against.

B. Discussion and vote to determine whether or not a mobile home placement
permit reduction shall be made available for 2017 to eligible applicants, and if so,
the amount of the reduction – Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the
mobile home placement permit reduction.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.
After discussion the motion was withdrawn.

Councilman Pope made the motion to eliminate the mobile home placement permit
for two years - 2017 and 2018, and to refer this to the Finance Committee for evaluation
and have them bring those findings back to Council.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Embert and carried unanimously.

C. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Councilman Robert Johnson
to Personnel Committee – Councilwoman White made the motion to appoint Councilman
Robert Johnson to the Personnel Committee.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert
and carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Gary Dawkins came forward to speak.  Mr. Dawkins asked is a ‘no cell phone’ sign
could be installed on Route 300.  Chief Wood said he will reach out to DelDOT about this.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss personnel matters in which the names,
competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be discussed;
B. Executive session for a strategy session with respect to pending litigation -
Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel
matters in which the names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be
discussed, and for a strategy session with respect to pending litigation.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.  Council went into executive
session at 7:46 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 9:01 p.m.

C. Discussion and possible vote on matters discussed in executive session
regarding personnel matters – Councilwoman White made the motion to move forward
as recommended by Councilman Retzlaff in executive session.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.

Councilwoman White made the motion to move forward as recommended by
Councilman Pope in executive session.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and
carried unanimously.
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Councilwoman White made the motion to move forward as recommended by
Councilman Embert in executive session.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson
and carried unanimously.

Councilman Pope made the motion to take a brief recess.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Retzlaff and carried unanimously at 9:04 p.m.  Councilman Pope made the
motion to go back into session.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried
unanimously at 9:17 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to go back into executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council went into
executive session at 9:17 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 9:59 p.m.

D. Potential action on matter discussed in executive session regarding pending
litigation – No action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 9:59 p.m.
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