
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

October 17, 2016

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Peter M. Retzlaff, Robert C.
Johnson, and Alvin C. Pope.  Councilman John L. Embert III was excused.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve the executive session minutes of
October 3, 2016 and October 11, 2016 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Pope and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said Council had been sent a variety of
recent financial statements from Mr. Stulir and he had nothing to add.

B. Presiding Officer – Mayor Masten read a proclamation congratulating The Smile
Place on their first anniversary.
 
C. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

D. Police Chief – Chief Wood said the ribbon cutting for their new building will be held
on November 3rd; he also spoke of a fundraiser.

E. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg briefly touched on items from his report to Council;
there was a ceremony at the Painted Stave last Friday.
         
F. Committees – Councilman Pope said the IT Committee met October 24th.

Councilman Johnson said the Utility Committee met October 5th.
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Councilman Retzlaff said the Finance Committee met October 6th, and the next
meeting will be October 19th.

Councilwoman White said the Shade Tree Commission will meet October 26th.

Councilwoman Rodriguez said the Personnel Committee will meet October 18th.

Mr. Hugg said  the Smyrna Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Authority will meet
October 26th; and the Economic Development Committee met October 6th.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were John V. Collett, Justin Collett, Debbie Pfeil, Arch Noha, Brian
Skimmons, Chris Wolski, Ron Gomes, Michelle & Buddy Wadkins, Henriette Morris, Maggie
Leister, Maurice J. Williams, Grace Williams, Gary Stulir, and Stella Truman.

John Collett came forward to speak.  Mr. Collett asked about an issue that has been
going on for three years, he sees it is on tonight’s agenda.

Maggie Leister came forward to speak.  Ms. Leister spoke about Chapter 74 of the
Town Ordinance.

A. Presentation by KCI Technologies, Town Engineer, re: Broadband Project –
Debbie Pfeil, Brian Skimmons, and Arch Noha of KCI Technologies came forward and gave a
brief presentation on the Broadband Project.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on request from Collett and Sons for property
tax relief for 370 N. Main Street
B. Discussion and possible action on request from Collett and Sons for utility bill
relief by application of discounts for 370 N. Main Street

Councilman Johnson made the motion to apply the discount for Collett and Sons for
FY 2017 and FY 2018 between the period of May and November for the electric rates.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Pope.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten,
Councilwoman White, and Councilmen Retzlaff, Johnson, and Pope voting for, and
Councilwoman Rodriguez abstaining.

Councilman Johnson made the motion to waive the 2015 property taxes and late fee,
and waive the 2016 late fee for Collette and Sons.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
White.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and White, and 
Councilmen Johnson and Pope voting for, and Councilman Retzlaff voting against.
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OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

There was none.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss a report pertaining to the IT security of the Town;
B. Executive session to discuss personnel matters in which the names,
competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be discussed; and
C. Executive session for the purpose of holding a strategy session for collective
bargaining where an open meeting would have an adverse effect on the bargaining
position of the town – Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive session
to discuss a report pertaining to the IT security of the Town; to discuss personnel matters
in which the names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be discussed;
and for the purpose of holding a strategy session for collective bargaining where an open
meeting would have an adverse effect on the bargaining position of the town.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Rodriguez and carried unanimously.  Council went into
executive session at 8:15 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.  Council came out of executive
session at 9:31 p.m.

D. Discussion and possible action on IT security report discussed in executive
session – No action was taken.
E. Discussion and possible vote on matters discussed in executive session – No
action was taken.
F. Discussion and possible vote on matters discussed in executive session for the
purpose of holding a strategy session for collective bargaining where an open
meeting would have an adverse effect on the bargaining position of the town –
Councilwoman White made the motion to have Mr. Stulir move forward as discussed in
executive session.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 9:32 p.m.
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