
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

October 3, 2016

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Peter M. Retzlaff, Robert C.
Johnson, Alvin C. Pope, and John L. Embert III.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Lieutenant Phillip Klink,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the regular council minutes of
September 19, 2016 and the executive session minutes of September 19, 2016 as
presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Masten read and presented a proclamation to James
Mood, Delaware Volunteer Firefighter’s Association Fireman of the Year.  Mayor Masten
read a proclamation honoring the men and women of the Smyrna Police Department; and
then read a proclamation recognizing employee contributions and service.

B. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

C. Police Chief – Lieutenant Klink said Chief Wood sent his report to Council earlier
today, and briefly spoke about grants and a possible date for the ribbon cutting.

D. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg briefly touched on items from his report to Council.
         
E. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee will meet
October 3rd.

Councilman Pope said the IT Committee will meet October 24th.

Councilman Johnson said the Utility Committee will meet October 5th.
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Councilman Retzlaff said the Finance Committee met September 29th and the next
meeting will be October 6th.

Councilwoman White said the Shade Tree Commission will meet October 26th.

Councilwoman Rodriguez said the Personnel Committee will meet October 4th.

Mr. Hugg said the Business Development Subcommittee will meet October 20th; the
Smyrna Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Authority will meet September 28th; and the
Economic Development Committee will meet October 6th.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Ashanti Ford, Austin Johnson, Teresa Terhune, Alex Terhune,
Matthew Knight, Stacey Knight, Jim Mood, Carolyn Mood, Win Abbott, Gary Stulir, Mike
Rasmussen, and Charlotte Middleton.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on revised MOU with the Friends of the Duck
Creek Library – Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve the revised MOU with
the Friends of the Duck Creek Library.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Rodriguez
and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible action on third reading: Ord. No. 006-16, an ordinance
to create a new Chapter 51 establishing regulations specific to mobile food vendors
(a/k/a food trucks) and to make correlated changes to Chapter 50 “Peddlers and
Solicitors” and Chapter 49 “Business Licenses” – Councilman Johnson made the motion
to make this the 3rd and final reading of Ord. No. 006-16, an ordinance to create a new
Chapter 51 establishing regulations specific to mobile food vendors (a/k/a food trucks)
and to make correlated changes to Chapter 50 “Peddlers and Solicitors” and Chapter 49
“Business Licenses”.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Rodriguez and carried
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and vote on resolution setting date and time for trick-or-treat –
Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the resolution setting the date and time
for trick-or-treat.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and possible action on:
i. Media  releases for the Shade Tree  Commission

ii. Shade Tree Commission brochure
iii. Town of Smyrna website link for the Shade Tree Commission

with updates and did you know information
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Councilman Embert made the motion to proceed with the plans as outlined by the
Chair of the Shade Tree Commission.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and
carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman Embert reminded everyone of the Veterans Day Celebration on
November 9th at 7:00 p.m.

Mayor Masten thanked Smyrna Police Department for patrols on East Frazier Street
and Locust Street. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session for the purpose of holding a strategy session for collective
bargaining where an open meeting would have an adverse effect on the bargaining
position of the town; and
B. Executive session to discuss personnel matters in which the names,
competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be discussed –
Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive session for the purpose of
holding a strategy session for collective bargaining where an open meeting would have an
adverse effect on the bargaining position of the town; and to discuss personnel matters in
which the names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be discussed.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council went into
executive session at 7:32 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 9:00 p.m.

C. Possible discussion and action on collective bargaining where an open
meeting would have an adverse effect on the bargaining position of the town
discussed in executive session – No action was taken.

D. Discussion and possible vote on matters discussed in executive session –
Councilman Johnson made the motion to move forward as discussed in executive session.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m.
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