
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

June 20, 2016

PUBLIC HEARING

The public hearing was opened at 6:45 p.m. by Mayor Joanne Masten.  Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Peter M. Retzlaff, Robert C. Johnson, Alvin C.
Pope, and John L. Embert III.  Council member Valerie M. White was absent.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, and
Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten said this part of the public hearing is to consider an ordinance to
amend Appendix B (“Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance”) of the Town Code of
the Town of Smyrna to permit recreational clubhouses as part of open space requirements
for subdivisions.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak against this item.  No one
came forward.  Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak for this item.  No
one came forward.

Mayor Masten said this part of the public hearing is to consider an ordinance to
amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to permit outdoor
seating and expanded hours of operation for distilleries and microbreweries in the IORP
zone.

Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak against this item.  No one
came forward.  Mayor Masten asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor of this
item.  Ron Price came forward to speak.  Mr. Price, founder and president of Blue Earl
Brewing Company, expressed there has been a resurgence or renaissance of craft
beverages and said he is hopeful this proposed ordinance amendment will get passed.

Mike Rasmussen came forward to speak.  Mr. Rasmussen, with Painted Stave
Distilling, said they are certainly in favor of the proposed ordinance amendment.

Mayor Masten closed the public hearing at 6:51 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Peter M. Retzlaff, Robert C.
Johnson, Alvin C. Pope, and John L. Embert III.  

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.
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Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilman Retzlaff asked to move agenda items 10(c), (d) and (e) be moved to
before item 8(a).

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the council minutes of June 6,
2016 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said Mr. Stulir sent Council the PNC balance
statements.

B. Presiding Officer – Mayor Masten said there will be a band from Germany that will
play here at town hall on July 3rd at 3:00 p.m.  Mayor Masten asked the Providence Creek
Ballet Theater to come forward, and read a proclamation congratulating them on their
acceptance into Regional Dance America.
 
C. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

D. Police Chief – Chief Wood said he had nothing at this time. 

E. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg briefly touched on a few items from his report to
Council.
         
F. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee met June 9th

and the next meeting will be July 14th.

Councilman Pope said the IT Committee will meet June 27th.

Councilman Johnson said the Utility Committee met June 8th; the Contract
Negotiation Committee has begun negotiations.

Councilman Retzlaff said the Finance Committee will meet July 7th and July 13th.

Councilwoman White said the Shade Tree Commission will meet June 22nd.
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Councilwoman Rodriguez said the Personnel Committee will meet July 12th.

Mr. Hugg said  the Business Development Subcommittee met June 16th; the
Economic Development Committee met June 2nd and the next meeting will be July 7th.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Parthenamary Fekry, Chuck Taylor, Karina Bartlett, Alina
Bartlett, Sarah Marine, Stephanie Artigliece, Gulya Bartlett, Mirna Anis, Jenna Carroll, Liza
Carroll, George Carroll, Sophia G. Wicks, Isabella Wicks, Benita Wicks, Jordan Cianci,
Michael Marine, Regina Brown, Todd Burger, Chuck Gooding, Ron Price, Gary Stulir, Rick
Downes, Christopher Kersey, Chalea Johnson, and Chris Whitley.

NEW BUSINESS

C. Discussion and possible action on Ord. No. 004-16, an ordinance to amend
Appendix B (“Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance”) of the Town Code of
the Town of Smyrna to permit recreational clubhouses as part of open space
requirements for subdivisions – Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve Ord.
No. 004-16, an ordinance to amend Appendix B (“Subdivision and Land Development
Ordinance”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to permit recreational clubhouses as
part of open space requirements for subdivisions.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Embert and carried unanimously. 

D. Discussion and possible action on Ord. No. 005-16, an ordinance to amend
Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to permit outdoor
seating and expanded hours of operation for distilleries and microbreweries in the
IORP zone – Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve Ord. No. 005-16, an
ordinance to amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to
permit outdoor seating and expanded hours of operation for distilleries and
microbreweries in the IORP zone.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and
carried unanimously.

E. Discussion and possible action on situation involving a recently installed
private well situated at 66 Mischief Lane within the limits of the town – Councilman
Johnson made the motion for discussion and possible action on situation involving a
recently installed private well situated at 66 Mischief Lane within the limits of the town.
Motion was seconded by Councilman Retzlaff.  Mayor Masten passed the gavel to Vice
Mayor Retzlaff.  Mayor Masten made the motion that an exception be made to Chapter 70 of
the Town Code to permit the continued existence of the private irrigation well at 66
Mischief Lane due to the unique circumstances surrounding its installation, and that the
property owners and the contractors acted in good faith by installing the well pursuant to a
well permit erroneously issued by DNREC, which installation was completed before the
Town became aware of the situation and the property owners have limited options to
recover the significant sum of money expended subject to the following conditions: 1) the
well be used strictly for irrigation purposes and never be used for potable water, 2) the
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well never be connected to the dwellings water system, 3) the property owners provide the
Town with written consent to inspect the well and the related facilities at any time, and 4)
such time as the well ceases to work or otherwise needs to be replaced it will be
abandoned and the necessary improvements will be made to connect the property’s
irrigation system to the Town’s water system pursuant to a lawfully obtained Town permit.
Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Rodriguez and carried unanimously.

Vice Mayor Retzlaff passed the gavel back to Mayor Masten.

A. Discussion and possible action on sidewalk waiver request re: minor
subdivision at 436 West Mount Vernon Street – Councilwoman White made the motion
to approve the sidewalk waiver request for the minor subdivision at 436 West Mount
Vernon Street.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.  Motion carried with Mayor
Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and White, and Councilmen Retzlaff, Johnson and Pope
voting for, and Councilman Embert abstaining.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

A. Presentation of FY2015 Audit by Barbacane, Thornton & Company LLP - Pam
Baker from Barbacane, Thornton & Company LLP, came forward to speak.  Ms. Baker
reviewed the FY2015 audit.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Status reports and update on Marketing and Economic Development
Initiatives – Laura Stimson (Strongpoint) and Rick Ferrell – Rick Ferrell and Laura
Stimson gave a brief PowerPoint presentation  updating the Council about what has, is, and
will be happening Business and Economic Development wise in the Town of Smyrna.

NEW BUSINESS

B. Discussion and acceptance of FY2015 Audit Report – Councilwoman White made
the motion to accept the FY2015 Audit Report.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Embert and carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman Johnson inquired as to when the Personnel Policy is going to be done.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m.

vlh




