
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

February 1, 2016

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Valerie M. White, Regina I. Brown, Robert C.
Johnson, and John L. Embert III.  Councilman Anthony H. DeFeo was excused.

Also present were Manager of Accounting and Business Services Gary F. Stulir, Chief
Norman E. Wood, Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L.
Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the regular council minutes and
the executive session minutes of January 19, 2016 as presented.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Masten complimented Mr. Evans and the entire Town
Crew for the excellent job of snow removal.

B. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

C. Police Chief – Chief Wood briefly reviewed items from his report to Council

D. Town Manager – Mr. Stulir said Ms. Heritage had forwarded the Department Head
reports to Council on Friday, and he had sent the financial reports.
         
E. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee will meet
February 11th.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee will meet February 10th; the Utility
Committee will not meet this month, the next meeting will be March 2nd; and the IT
Committee met January 21st.
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Councilwoman Brown said the Economic Development Committee will meet
February 4th; the Personnel Committee will meet February 2nd.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Takira Harvey, Bill Evans, Daryl Jester, Monique Watson,
Mariah Minor, and Gabrielle Bexler.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on second reading: Ord. No. 001-16, an
ordinance to amend Chapter 70 (“utilities”), Article II (“water and sewer system”) to
add a new section regulating the installation of private wells – Mr. Edwards clarified
that the correct title of the ordinance is ‘An ordinance to amend Chapter 70 (“Utilities”),
Article II (“Water and Sewer System”) to require the abandonment of private wells and
septic systems for those properties connected to the Town’s public water and sewer
system and to add a new section regulating the installation of private wells’.  Councilman
Johnson made the motion to make this the second reading of Ord. No. 001-16, an ordinance
to amend Chapter 70 (“Utilities”), Article II (“Water and Sewer System”) to require the
abandonment of private wells and septic systems for those properties connected to the
Town’s public water and sewer system and to add a new section regulating the installation
of private wells.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible motion regarding Town of Smyrna interview
committees – Councilwoman White made the motion to send this item to the Personnel
Committee for discussion.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson.  Motion carried
with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen White and Brown, and Councilmen Johnson and
Embert voting for, and Councilwoman Rodriguez voting against.

B. Discussion and possible action regarding future negotiating committees – This
was for discussion purposes only.

C. Discussion and possible action on resolution prohibiting parking on the west
side of North School Lane from the entrance to the Smyrna Police Department
parking lot on North School Lane to West Glenwood Avenue – Councilwoman White
made the motion to approve the resolution prohibiting parking on the west side of North
School Lane from the entrance to the Smyrna Police Department parking lot on North
School Lane to West Glenwood Avenue.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert and
carried unanimously.

D. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Keith Faulkner, S. Chris
Hudson, and Gerald L. Manley to the Housing Code Board of Appeals – Councilwoman
White made the motion to approve the appointment of Keith Faulkner, S. Chris Hudson, and
Gerald L. Manley to the Housing Code Board of Appeals.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.
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E. Discussion and possible vote on eliminating longevity pay for non-union
officers – Councilman Johnson made the motion to discuss the possible elimination for
non-union officers.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White for discussion only.

Councilwoman Rodriguez made the motion to pay the longevity pay for 2016,
beginning January 1, 2017 there will no longer be longevity pay for the three positions in
question, and that they along with the rest of the managers of the Town will be subject to
pay-for-performance and will be budgeted raises.  Motion was seconded by Councilman
Johnson.  Motion carried with Mayor Masten, Councilwomen Rodriguez and Brown, and
Councilman Johnson voting for, and Councilwoman White and Councilman Embert voting
against.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

There was none.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss personnel matters in which the names,
competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be discussed –
Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel
matters in which the names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be
discussed.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.
Council went into executive session at 7:44 p.m.

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council came out of executive
session at 8:57 p.m.

B. Discussion and possible vote on matters discussed in executive session – No 
action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Masten adjourned the meeting at 8:23 p.m.
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