
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

January 19, 2016

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joanne Masten at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Andrea C. Rodriguez, Regina I. Brown, Robert C. Johnson, Anthony
H. DeFeo, and John L. Embert III.  Councilwoman Valerie M. White was excused.

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Masten asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Masten
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman Brown asked to change agenda item 5(a) to read 01/04/16 instead
of 12/21/15.

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the regular council minutes of
January 4, 2016 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried
unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Hugg said Ms. Johnson sent the PNC balance
statement to Council last week.

B. Presiding officer – Mayor Masten said she had nothing to report.

C. Town attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

D. Police chief – Chief Wood briefed Council of the happenings from the last two
weeks.

E. Town manager – Mr. Hugg touched on a few items from his report to Council.

F. Committees – Councilman Embert said the Public Safety Committee met January
14th and the next meeting will be February 11th.
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Mr. Hugg said the Utility Committee met January 6th and the next meeting will be
February 3rd.

Councilman Johnson said the Finance Committee met January 13th and the next
meeting will be February 10th; the IT Committee will meet January 21st.

Councilwoman Brown said the Economic Development Committee met January 7th;
the January Business Development Subcommittee meeting has been cancelled; the
Personnel Committee will meet January 20th.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Bill Evans, Cindy Cogar, Jim Donahue, Steve Lynn, Conrad
Hebert and Laura Stimson.

A. Presentation by Strongpoint Marketing – Laura Stimson, Strongpoint Marketing,
came forward and gave a PowerPoint presentation of the work they have been doing for
the Town of Smyrna.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration and vote on Senior Citizen Tax Exemption for 2016 – Councilman
DeFeo made the motion to make the Senior Citizen Tax Exemption available for the 2016
tax year on the first $30,000.00 of assessed value of an applicant’s real property.  Motion
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.

B. Discussion and vote on time and place for the 2016 Town of Smyrna election –
Councilwoman Rodriguez made the motion to hold the 2016 Town of Smyrna election on
April 26, 2016 at the Citizens’ Hose Company No. 1, from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.

C. Discussion and possible action on first reading: Ord. No. 001-16, an ordinance
to amend chapter 70 (“utilities”), Article II (“water and sewer system”) to add a new
section regulating the installation of private wells – Councilman DeFeo made the
motion to make this the first reading of Ord. No. 001-16, an ordinance to amend chapter 70
(“utilities”), Article II (“water and sewer system”) to add a new section regulating the
installation of private wells.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried
unanimously.

D. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Peter Retzlaff to the IT
Committee – Councilwoman Brown made the motion to appoint Peter Retzlaff the IT
Committee.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman DeFeo asked if the senior citizen tax exemption included mobile homes.
Mr. Hugg said it did not.
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Councilwoman Rodriguez asked Strongpoint Marketing to include younger
residents when planning events for the Town.

Councilman DeFeo noted there is a lack of physicians and professionals in Smyrna;
there is also a need to promote youth groups.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss personnel matters in which the names,
competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be discussed – Councilman
DeFeo made the motion to go into executive session discuss personnel matters in which the
names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be discussed.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.  Council went into executive
session at 7:52 p.m.

Councilman DeFeo made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Embert and carried unanimously.  Council came out of executive
session at 8:38 p.m.

B. Discussion and possible vote on matters discussed in executive session –
Councilman Johnson made the motion to roll the longevity into the three non-union police
officers into their base pay.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Embert.  Motion failed
with Councilmen Johnson, DeFeo and Embert voting for, and Mayor Masten, and
Councilwomen Rodriguez and Brown voting against.

ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Johnson made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Brown.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:44 p.m. by unanimous vote.
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