
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

November 20, 2017

PUBLIC HEARING

The public hearing was opened at 6:45 p.m. by Mayor John L. Embert III.  Council
members present were Alvin C. Pope, Anthony H. DeFeo, and William D. Pressley Sr.

Also present were Town Manager Gary F. Stulir, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney D.
Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Embert said the purpose of the public hearing is to consider an ordinance to
amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna, Section 6
(“Supplementary District Regulations”) to create standards for the temporary storage of
materials and other items in the Town of Smyrna.

Mayor Embert asked if there was anyone present to speak for this item.  No one
came forward.  Mayor Embert asked if there was anyone present to speak against this item.
No one came forward. 

Mayor Embert said the next item is to consider an ordinance to amend Appendix A
(“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to establish requirements for craft
distilleries and microbreweries to operate restaurants in the Central Commercial (CC) and
Industrial/Office/Research Park (IORP) districts.

Mayor Embert asked if there was anyone present to speak for this item.  No one
came forward.  Mayor Embert asked if there was anyone present to speak against this item.
No one came forward.

Mayor Embert closed the public hearing at 6:48 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor John L. Embert III at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Alvin C. Pope, Peter M. Retzlaff, Robert C. Johnson, Anthony H.
DeFeo, and William D. Pressley Sr.  Councilwoman Valerie M. White was excused.

Also present were Town Manager Gary F. Stulir, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney D.
Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Embert asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Mr. Edwards asked to remove item 10(f).
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Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman Pope made the motion to approve the regular and executive session
minutes of November 6, 2017 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Retzlaff
and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Stulir said he had none to report at this time.

B. Presiding Officer – Mayor Embert wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.
 
C. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing.

D. Police Chief – Chief Wood announced they were awarded the COPS grant this year
to hire one new officer, so he will be asking permission to hire one new officer to increase
our strength to 24. 

E. Town Manager – Mr. Stulir said last week he attended the National League of Cities
meeting in Charlotte, NC; he also attended the Institute for Local Leaders; today he
attended the 2017 Dover Air Force State of the Base Briefing; and he also attended the
Veterans Day Ceremony. Next year, the City Summit will be in Los Angeles November 7th

through the 10th and he would like to challenge all members of Council attend.  Also, we are
going to be having a Holiday Season LED lighting contest; and Mayor Embert is having a
turkey drive and so far we’ve collected over 20 turkeys; the Veterans Day Ceremony was
very good, there were well over 125 people or so, and he want to certainly thank staff – it
wasn’t just town hall it was also public works.
         

F. Committees – Councilman Pressley said the Public Safety Committee will
meet December 14th.

Councilman Johnson said the Utility Committee met November 14th.

Councilman Retzlaff said there is no Finance Committee meeting scheduled in
December.

Councilman Pope said the IT Committee will meet November 27th; there was no
Personnel Committee meeting in November and there in none scheduled for December.

Mayor Embert said the 250th Anniversary Committee will meet November 21st.
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Mr. Stulir said the Smyrna Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Authority will meet
December 13th; the Economic Development Committee will meet December 7th.

Mr. Jason McNatt, Public Works Department, said grass mowing is complete;
equipment is in the process of being winterized, leaf collection is in full swing, yard waste
pick up is still heavy, they are getting everything prepared for the snow removal season;
and he gave an update on CIP Projects. 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Michael Atallian, George DeBenedictis, Jason McNatt, Beverly
A. Hirt, Conrad Hebert, Charlotte Middleton, and Tom Lehman.

OLD BUSINESS

A. Consideration of FY2018 budget
i. Resolution setting FY2018 tax rate

ii. Resolution adopting FY2018 budget
Councilman Retzlaff made the motion to approve the resolutions setting the FY2018

tax rate and adopting the FY2018 budget.   Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson
and carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on results of public hearing re: Ord. No. 007-17,
an Ordinance to amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of
Smyrna, Section 6 (“Supplementary District Regulations”) to create standards for the
temporary storage of materials and other items in the Town of Smyrna – Councilman
Pope made the motion to approve Ord. No. 007-17,  an Ordinance to amend Appendix A
(“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna, Section 6 (“Supplementary District
Regulations”) to create standards for the temporary storage of materials and other items in
the Town of Smyrna.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried
unanimously. 

B. Discussion and possible action on results of public hearing re: Ord. No. 008-17,
an ordinance to amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of
Smyrna to establish requirements for craft distilleries and microbreweries to
operate restaurants in the Central Commercial (CC) and Industrial/Office/Research
Park (IORP) districts – Councilman Johnson made the motion to approve Ord. No. 008-17,
an ordinance to amend Appendix A (“Zoning”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to
establish requirements for craft distilleries and microbreweries to operate restaurants in
the Central Commercial (CC) and Industrial/Office/Research Park (IORP) districts.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Retzlaff and carried unanimously.
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C. Discussion and possible action on first reading: Ord. No. 009-17,  an ordinance
to amend Chapter 54 (“Solid Waste”), Article I (“Collection and Disposal”) to clarify
which properties qualify to receive town trash and recycling collection services, to
clarify the fee associated with requesting an additional trash receptacle, and making
other housekeeping changes – Councilman Johnson made the motion to make this the
first reading of Ord. No. 009-17,  an ordinance to amend Chapter 54 (“Solid Waste”), Article
I (“Collection and Disposal”) to clarify which properties qualify to receive town trash and
recycling collection services, to clarify the fee associated with requesting an additional
trash receptacle, and making other housekeeping changes.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Pope.

Councilman Johnson made the motion to waive the multi reading rule for Ord. No.
009-17.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.

Councilman Johnson made the motion to adopt Ord. No. 009-17,  an ordinance to
amend Chapter 54 (“Solid Waste”), Article I (“Collection and Disposal”) to clarify which
properties qualify to receive town trash and recycling collection services, to clarify the fee
associated with requesting an additional trash receptacle, and making other housekeeping
changes.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.

D. Discussion and possible action on Fiscal Accountability Policy – Councilman
Retzlaff made the motion to approve the Fiscal Accountability Policy as written.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.

E. Discussion and possible action on first reading: Ord. No. 010-17, an ordinance
to amend Chapter 18 (“Building and Building Regulations”), Article XX (“Annual
Registration of Vacant Buildings and Registration Fees”) to revise and clarify the
procedures for assessing vacant building registration fees – Councilman Pope made
the motion to make this the first reading of Ord. No. 010-17, an ordinance to amend
Chapter 18 (“Building and Building Regulations”), Article XX (“Annual Registration of
Vacant Buildings and Registration Fees”) to revise and clarify the procedures for assessing
vacant building registration fees.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Retzlaff and carried
unanimously.

F. Discussion and possible action on a resolution scheduling a public hearing to
consider the abandonment of an unnamed paper street situated between and
connecting Dwight Ave. and Foxwell St. and authorizing the merger of the abandoned
street with the two parcels owned by the Town that are situated on either side of the
abandoned street – this item was removed from the agenda.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Mayor Embert thanked all of our town staff, Council – the Veterans Day Ceremony
was a huge success; it was the first year in the five years that we’ve done the program that
we’ve covered all five branches of the military, all seven members of council were able to



Mayor and Council       Page 5 of 5             November 20, 2017

be present for that evening, we actually had a World War II Veteran that got honored that
evening – there were a lot of firsts.  He said it is a collective group of office staff, public
works, the electric group – everyone pulls together to make that a success, there is a lot of
work that goes into that event, so he wanted to thank everyone who had a part in that and
supported that event; hopefully next years can be bigger and better.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss personnel matters in which the names,
competencies, and abilities of individual employees will be discussed - Councilman
Pope made the motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters in which
the names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees will be discussed.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Pressley and carried unanimously.  Council went into
executive session at 7:31 p.m.

Councilman Pope made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council came out of Executive
session at 8:38 p.m.

B. Discussion and possible vote on matters discussed in executive session
regarding personnel matters – no action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Embert adjourned the meeting at 8:38 p.m.
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