
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

October 16, 2017

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor John L. Embert III at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Alvin C. Pope, Peter M. Retzlaff, Valerie M. White, Robert C. Johnson,
Anthony H. DeFeo, and William D. Pressley Sr.

Also present were Acting Town Manager Gary F. Stulir, Chief Norman E. Wood,
Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Embert asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilman Pope made the motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the regular minutes of
September 25, 2017 and October 2, 2017 and the executive session minutes of October 2,
2017 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Bills & financial statement – Mr. Stulir said he had nothing to report at this time.

B. Presiding Officer – Mayor Embert said he had nothing at this time.
 
C. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing.

D. Police Chief – Chief Wood reminded everyone that the Police Department is
sponsoring the Trunk-or-Treat event that is going to be held here on the Plaza on the 31st

from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

E. Town Manager – Mr. Stulir said his report was sent out on Boardpaq.  He would
like to build some sort of a theater at George Wright Park, a place for us to do plays, music
concerts, summer concert series; he’ll try to fundraise for that type of activity.
         

F. Committees – Councilman Pressley said the Public Safety Committee met
October 10th and the next meeting will be November 9th.

Councilman Johnson said the Utility Committee will meet November 7th.
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Councilwoman White said the Shade Tree Commission will meet October 18th.

Councilman Retzlaff said the Finance Committee will meet October 18th.

Councilman Pope said the IT Committee will meet October 23rd.

Mayor Embert said the 250th Anniversary Committee will meet October 24th.

Mr. Stulir said the Smyrna Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Authority met
October 11th and the next meeting will be November 8th; the Economic Development
Committee met October 5th and the next meeting will be November 2nd.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Bill Evans, Cindy A. Cogar, Michael Atallian, Buck Smith, James
Markow, George DeBenedictis, Conrad Hebert, Beverly A. Hirt, and R. Newnam.

James Markow, IT Director came forward to speak.  Mr. Markow said they had a soft
opening of Movies at the Park, it went well.  They are showing Ghostbusters this weekend
they will provide hot chocolate and some popcorn.  He would like to add on one thing that
Mr. Stulir was asking for about the amphitheater – what he would like is Council’s
permission to ask businesses, residents through Facebook, mail, email, anything to donate
to this; he thinks if we reach out to Wal-Mart and a few other companies around we might
even have this paid for without any cost to us.  This would be a community event.

Robert Newnam came forward to speak.  Mr. Newnam said the Town Council
requested back in August that the Planning & Zoning Commission review prospective
annexation and mixed development including commercial north of Smyrna at the
interchange of 1 and 13 in that area.  After review the Commission would report to Council
with a recommendation with respect to the possible amendment to the current
Comprehensive Plan and submittal of an application to PLUS. The request was submitted to
the Commission and staff has been directed to do a few things as we move forward on this.
The Commissioners asked for the areas around the subject area be looked at for inclusion
in the amendment.  Mr. Abbott reported back at the last meeting and said that is probably
not viable in that area, but the Commissioners asked that it be looked at.  They also asked
that the current Comprehensive Plan for the areas south of town and southwest of town be
looked at to see if anything in that area needs to be reviewed, so he is coming back with
that information.  He was also asked by Commissioners do we have enough R-1, R-2, R-3,
Commercial, Manufacturing, IORP in town now; is there too much R-1, proposed, not just
developed, but proposed; or maybe we have enough and we don’t need anymore; or the
same with commercial – they wanted that looked at.  Mr. Newnam said they also asked that
staff review the current zoning anywhere else in the town that would support the request
that is being made north.  He also spoke about Kent County updating their Comprehensive
Plan.
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OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on the Student Ambassador Program – this was
discussion only and will be on the next agenda for action.

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Bill Pressley and Tony
DeFeo to the IT Committee – Councilman Johnson made the motion to appoint Bill
Pressley and Tony DeFeo to the IT Committee.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman
White and carried unanimously. 

B. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Catherine Huidekoper to
the Economic Development Committee – Councilman Johnson made the motion to
appoint Catherine Huidekoper to the Economic Development Committee.  Motion was
seconded by Councilwoman White and carried unanimously.

C. Discussion of departmental training for employees - this was for discussion
purposes.

D. Discussion and possible action of Ch. 70, Utilities, Sec. 70-190 – this was sent to
the Utility Committee.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Councilman Pressley thanked Chief Wood for bringing the Pink Breast Cancer
Awareness Police car by his shop.  There was a great turnout for the event.

Councilwoman White said if there is anyone who may not have trick-or-treaters
where they live they a welcome to come help her hand out candy on the Plaza for the Safe
Routes Trunk-or-Treat

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss potential acquisition of real property;
B. Executive session to discuss personnel matters in which the names,
competencies, and abilities of individual employees may be discussed; - Councilman
Pope made the motion to go into executive session to discuss potential acquisition of real
property; and to discuss personnel matters in which the names, competencies, and abilities
of individual employees may be discussed.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Retzlaff
and carried unanimously.  Council went into executive session at 7:40 p.m.

Councilman Pope made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  Council came out of Executive
session at 8:44 p.m.
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C. Discussion and possible vote on matter discussed in Executive Session
regarding potential acquisition of real property – no action was taken.

D. Potential action on matters discussed in executive session regarding
personnel matters – no action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Embert adjourned the meeting at 8:44 p.m.
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