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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL
May 8, 2018
REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor John L. Embert III at 7:00 p.m. Council members present were Alvin C. Pope, Peter M. Retzlaff, Valerie M. White, Robert C. Johnson, Anthony H. DeFeo, and William D. Pressley Sr. 
Also present were Assistant Town Manager Chalea Johnson, Chief Norman E. Wood, Attorney D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Embert asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA
Councilman Pope made the motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the regular and executive session minutes of April 16, 2018 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.
REPORTS
A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Embert read a proclamation proclaiming Saturday, May 19, 2018 as Kids to Parks Day into the record; he asked Ms. Heritage to come forward and read and presented a proclamation honoring her.
B. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.
C. Police Chief –Chief Wood said he had nothing at this time. 
D. Town Manager – Ms. Johnson said the Town Manager has uploaded his report to BoardPaq.
E. Committees – Councilman Pressley said the Public Safety Committee will meet May 10th.
Mayor Embert said the 250th Committee is moving along, Smyrna at Night is June 29th; the dinner honoring George Wright is May 20th. 

Councilwoman White said the Shade Tree Commission will meet May 16th.
Councilman Retzlaff said the Finance Committee met April 30th; the next meeting will be June 11th.
Councilman Pope said the Personnel Committee met May 2nd.
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Rev. Dr. John Riley, Charlotte Middleton, Bill Evans, Buck Smith, Anna White, Raven Gurczewski, Robert Robinson, Linda Robinson, Shannon Taylor, Kristin Taylor, Erika Taylor, John A. Greim, Gary Parks, Osman Sammander, Kelley Gerrity-Hickman, Jenn Gerrity-Hickman, Conrad Hebert, Beverly Hirt, Carlyne Brown, Gerald Brown, Randal Dawson, and Kaushik Shah. 

Randy Dawson, member of Shadaw, Enterprises, LLC came forward to speak.  Mr. Dawson handed out information to Council and stated that he would like to be added to the next Council agenda for discussion.

Shannon Taylor came forward to speak.  Ms. Taylor spoke about registered sex offenders within walking distance of the school.

Gerald Brown came forward to speak.  Mr. Brown spoke about grass not being cut in the Lake Como Woods Subdivision.  Some of the grass is over ten inches tall at the curb line and some of the vacant lots have water building up. 

Anna White came forward to speak.  Ms. White spoke about receiving a certified grass letter.  She feels a door hanger would have been sufficient and less costly.  She had to take off from work just to get the letter from the post office.

OLD BUSINESS
A. Appeals Day results and appeals hearings 
B. Resolution to approve final assessment list – 

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the final assessment list with the two changes discussed, one being the change to Walmart, the other the change to Biddle and the Walmart change was to decrease the assessment to $40,000,000.00, and the change to the Biddle property was to keep their assessment in 2018 the same as it was in 2017.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.
C. Consideration and vote on annexation request – Resolution to set Legislative Fact Finding Hearing and to consider zoning designation, 655 West Glenwood Avenue (DC-00-009.20-01-21.00-000), Shadaw Enterprises, LLC (June 18, 2018 at 6:45 p.m.) – Councilwoman White made the motion to set the Legislative Fact Finding Hearing and to consider zoning designation for 655 West Glenwood Avenue, DC-00-009.20-01-21.00-000, Shadaw Enterprises, LLC for June 18, 2018 at 6:45 p.m.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Pressley and carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS 
A. Donations over $1,000 must be approved by Council – Councilwoman White asked to have this deferred to the Finance Committee. 
B. Fence adjustment for 602 Smyrna-Leipsic Road – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the fence adjustment request to install the fence for 602 Smyrna-Leipsic Road.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Pope.  Motion carried with Mayor Embert, and Councilmen Pope, Johnson, DeFeo, and Pressley voting for, and Councilwoman White and Councilman Retzlaff voting against.
OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS


Councilman Johnson asked to have staff provide more information ahead of time when they have appeals day. 
Councilman Pressley asked for more information on businesses that are interested in coming to town and that are in the process of coming to town.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss personnel matters in which the names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees will be discussed;

B. Executive session for the discussion of real property;
C. Executive session to discuss pending or potential litigation – Councilwoman White made the motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters in which the names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees will be discussed; for the discussion of real property; and to discuss pending or potential litigation.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.    Council went into executive session at 7:57 p.m. 
Councilman Pope made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Pressley and carried unanimously.  Council came out of executive session at 9:05 p.m.
D. Discussion and possible vote on matters discussed in executive session regarding personnel matters – No action was taken.
E. Discussion and possible vote on matters discussed in executive session regarding real property – No action was taken. 
F. Discussion and possible action on matters discussed in executive session involving pending or potential litigation – Councilman Pope made the motion to go with the advice of Counsel as pertain to item 16 from executive session.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried unanimously. 
ADJOURNMENT


Mayor Embert adjourned the meeting at 9:07 p.m.
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