
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL

January 2, 2018

REGULAR MEETING

The meeting was called to order by Mayor John L. Embert III at 7:00 p.m. Council
members present were Alvin C. Pope, Peter M. Retzlaff, Valerie M. White, Robert C. Johnson,
and William D. Pressley Sr.  Councilman Anthony H. DeFeo was excused.

Also present were Town Manager Gary F. Stulir, Lieutenant Torrie James, Attorney
D. Barrett Edwards, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage.

Mayor Embert asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Embert
asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence to honor former mayor George
Wright.

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA

Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Councilman Pope made the motion to approve the regular and the executive session
minutes of December 18, 2017 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Retzlaff
and carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Embert said Happy New Year and stay warm.

B. Town Attorney – Mr. Edwards said he had nothing at this time.

C. Police Chief – Lieutenant James said Chief Wood sent the 4th quarter stats and the
end of the year stats, and also comparison 2016 and 2017 stats.

D. Town Manager – Mr. Stulir said Council had copies of the different manager’s
reports and his report and if Council had any questions he would be happy to entertain
them.
         
E. Committees – Councilman Pope thanked Mr. Stulir, Ms. Johnson, Mr. Markow, Lt.
James, Chief Wood, Smyrna PD, and the Town in general for a yeomen’s work on what you
did to help out with former Mayor Wright’s funeral, they were flexible, no task was too
great and they went to great extremes and he wanted to thank them for a job well done –
all of you – he really appreciated it.
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RECOGNITION OF VISITORS

Visitors present were Bill Evans, James Markow, Marvadell Zeeb, Buck Smith,
Michael Atallian, Student Ambassador George Class-Peters, Jeff Gates, Beverly A. Hirt,
Conrad Hebert, George DeBenedictis, and Jason McNatt.

A. Presentation by Student Ambassador, George Class-Peters - Student
Ambassador, George Class-Peters came forward and gave a brief presentation on how a
future Student Ambassador should be selected and the responsibilities of the Student
Ambassador. 

OLD BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on second reading: Ord. No. 012-17, an
ordinance to amend Chapter 2 (“Administration”), Article VI (“Disclosure of
Information”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to eliminate provisions
covered by 29 Del. C. Ch. 100, to revise the fees the Town can charge for responding
to requests for information, and to make other housekeeping changes –
Councilwoman White made the motion to make this the second reading of Ord No. 012-17,
an ordinance to amend Chapter 2 (“Administration”), Article VI (“Disclosure of
Information”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to eliminate provisions covered by
29 Del. C. Ch. 100, to revise the fees the Town can charge for responding to requests for
information, and to make other housekeeping changes.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussion and possible action on first reading: Ord. No. 001-18, an ordinance
to amend Chapter 74 (“Vegetation”), Article III (“Trees”) of the Town Code of the
Town of Smyrna to clarify that new developments must comply with the tree
requirements found in Article III – Councilman Pope made the motion to make this the
first reading of Ord. No. 001-18, an ordinance to amend Chapter 74 (“Vegetation”), Article
III (“Trees”) of the Town Code of the Town of Smyrna to clarify that new developments
must comply with the tree requirements found in Article III.  Motion was seconded by
Councilman Johnson and carried unanimously.  

B. Discussion and possible action to amend the Town’s charter for short-term
borrowing – Councilman Johnson made the motion to amend the Town’s charter for short-
term borrowing.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Retzlaff for discussion.   After
discussion motion was withdrawn.

C. Discussion and possible action on appointment of Quentin Schlieder to the
Town of Smyrna’s Historic Review Board – Councilwoman White made the motion to
appoint Quentin Schlieder to the Town of Smyrna’s Historic Review Board.  Motion was
seconded by Councilman Pressley and carried unanimously.
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OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Mayor Embert read the proclamation honoring the life of former mayor George C.
Wright Jr.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Executive session to discuss personnel matters in which the names,
competencies, and abilities of individual employees will be discussed – Councilwoman
White made the motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel matters in which
the names, competencies, and abilities of individual employees will be discussed.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Pressley and carried unanimously.    Council went into
executive session at 7:27 p.m. 

Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive session.  Motion
was seconded by Councilman Pope and carried unanimously.  Council came out of
executive session at 8:05 p.m.

B. Discussion and possible vote on matters discussed in executive session
regarding personnel matters – no action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Embert adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m.
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