
MINUTES OF THE MEETING – SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL 
 

May 5, 2008 
 

 

 Mayor Stombaugh opened the regular Council Meeting at 7:30 

p.m.  Council members present were Memphis P. Evans Gene A. 

Mullen, William D. Pressley Sr., William C. Raynor, Lawrence O. 

Thornton Jr. and Valerie M. White. 

 Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Police 

Chief Richard H. Baldwin Jr., Attorney John Terence Jaywork, 

Recording Secretary Carol C. McKinney.  

 Chief Baldwin led the Pledge of Allegiance and Mayor 

Stombaugh asked for a moment of silence. 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA 

 Mr. Jaywork requested to remove New Business Item D, 

Resolution and Amendment ref. Charter Changes.  He explained 

that this is to amend the Town of Smyrna Charter in several 

areas.  He added that we can discuss the merits of these changes 

but he realized that the bill doesn’t mesh as well as it should 

with the current Charter.  Mr. Jaywork explained that a person 

in his office drafted the bill and resolution and he would like 

to work a little more on it before Council acts. 

 Councilman Mullen said Charter change is a fairly 

significant item.  He added that he would like to see the 

Charter Review Committee complete as much of their work as 

possible before we send amendments to the legislature. 

 Mr. Jaywork said he thought this was something they wanted 

to get done quickly. 

 Mr. Hugg said that, for whatever reason, the General 

Assembly has been “piece mealing” giving authority to any 

jurisdiction that asks for it.   It will add two additional 

financing mechanisms to the list of potential ones the Town 
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could use.  He added that he and Mr. Jaywork discussed these 

back in the fall.  Tabling these is not a big issue but if we 

are going to do Charter changes, we need to get them to Senator 

Ennis and Representative Carson in the next few weeks. 

 Councilman Thornton made a motion to table the Resolution 

and Amendment ref. Charter Changes.  Motion was seconded by 

Councilman White and carried unanimously. 

 Councilman Mullen made a motion to accept the agenda as 

amended.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Evans and carried 

unanimously. 

REPORTS 

PRESIDING OFFICER: 

 Mayor Stombaugh said we received a thank you card from 

Peggy Hutchins thanking the Town for the plaque and tree given 

in her honor on Arbor Day 2008. 

 Mayor Stombaugh explained that we had our Organizational 

Meeting at 7:00 p.m. tonight, swearing in Councilman Pressley as 

Councilman-at-large, Councilman Evans to represent District 1 

and Councilman Raynor to represent District 2. 

 Mayor Stombaugh said William D. Pressley Sr. was 

appointed as Vice Mayor.  She read the duties of the Vice Mayor 

from the Charter as follows:  “6.2.2 Vice Mayor. The Vice-Mayor 

shall act as Mayor during the absence or disability of the 

Mayor, and while so acting, shall be vested with all the powers, 

duties, and authority of the Mayor. The Vice-Mayor shall perform 

such other duties as may be assigned to him by the Mayor or by 

ordinance or resolution adopted by the Town Council.”  
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 Mayor Stombaugh said Valerie M. White was appointed as 

Council Secretary.  She read the duties of the Council Secretary 

from the Charter as follows:  “6.2.3 Secretary . The Secretary 

shall have general supervision of the Town's records and 

documents. The Secretary shall cause to be kept a true and 

faithful record of the proceedings of the Town Council.  During 

the temporary absence or disability of the Mayor and Vice-Mayor, 

the Secretary shall act as Mayor and while so acting, shall be 

vested with all the powers, duties, and authority of the Mayor.  

The Secretary shall also have such other duties as directed by 

ordinance or resolution of the Town Council.” 

  Mayor Stombaugh said both are appointed by the Mayor and 

approved by Council.  This was done at the Organizational 

Meeting earlier tonight. 

 Mayor Stombaugh said she would like to introduce a 

resolution tonight.  She said we are not ready to pass it 

tonight but she would like Council to think about it.  Citizens 

say they know everyone cannot afford money to put towards a new 

police station but others have expressed an interest in making a 

donation.   Mayor Stombaugh said she would like to see a fund 

started so that citizens can make donations to help with the 

cost of a new police station. 

 Mayor Stombaugh commented on recent Council meetings 

where statements were made concerning violations of the Charter.  

Mayor Stombaugh said there was no violation of the Charter in 

the past year.  She distributed information to Council members.  

Mayor Stombaugh said this concerns the New Orleans Conference 

she attended.  She added that she worked with the Delaware 
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League of Local Governments who sponsored the trip to the 

convention.  Mr. Wright usually puts a group together for 

airline tickets.  He gets a group of Mayors and Council members 

to save money by doing group airline tickets.  Last year, the 

price came from $400.00 down to $272.80 per person.  Mayor 

Stombaugh said her travel agency issued the tickets.  The 

Contract was between Southwest Airlines and the Delaware League 

of Local Governments.    The Charter reads: “6.3.2 Contracts 

with the Town. It shall be unlawful for the Mayor or any member 

of Town Council or the Town's officers, agents, or employees, to 

make or enter into any contract or purchase order for materials, 

supplies, work or labor for the use and benefit of the Town with 

the Mayor or with any council-member or with any partnership in 

which the Mayor or any council-member is a partner, with any 

corporation in which the Mayor or any council-member is a 

director or has a  substantial financial interest, or with any 

other entity in which the Mayor or any council-member has a 

substantial financial interest, except with the unanimous 

consent of the disinterested members of the Town Council, and 

such contract shall be absolutely null and void without such 

unanimous consent . For purposes hereof, the phrase “Mayor or 

any council-member” shall include any member of that official’s 

immediate family, to wit: spouse, child, step-child, parent, 

step-parent, or sibling, by the whole or half-blood, provided 

however, that nothing herein shall prohibit the Town Council, or 

the Town's officers, agents, or employees, from entering into 

any such contract without such unanimous approval where the 

amount involved in the transaction does not exceed the sum of 

$1,000.00.  No transaction exceeding said $1,000 may be 

deliberately fragmented into two or more smaller transactions so 

as to avoid the $1,000.00  limitation. The disinterested members 

of the Council shall be the final arbiters in determining 
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whether any transaction or series of transactions were so 

fragmented, and in making such determination shall consider the 

totality of the circumstances surrounding such transactions.” 

  Mayor Stombaugh said her ticket was $272.80 and she hopes this 

puts this to rest for once and for all.  The Charter wasn’t 

violated. 

TOWN ATTORNEY: 

 Mr. Jaywork expressed his deep sympathy and condolences to 

Mr. Raynor at being elected to Council.  He said he has no 

sympathy for Mr. Pressley and Mr. Evans.  They have both served 

before and knew what they were getting into! 

POLICE CHIEF: 

 Chief Baldwin said he had no report.  He did note that he 

supplied Council with six different ways of contacting him so he 

hopes there will be no communications difficulties. 

TOWN MANAGER: 

 Mr. Hugg offered his congratulations to new members of 

Council.  He said he hopes all will take the opportunity to work 

with him and his staff if you have any issues or concerns.  Mr. 

Hugg said that Mr. Pressley knows that he (Mr. Hugg) pays very 

close attention to his e-mails.  He added that he and Mrs. White 

are very good at Good Morning messages!  

 Mr. Hugg said his written report was in packets.  Tomorrow 

there is a legislative day hosted by the Delaware League of 

Local Governments primarily to visit with local officials and 

encourage them to preserve the real estate transfer tax that 

comes to municipalities.  The State is in a financial crunch and 

every bit of revenue is on the table for consideration.  Several 

years ago, municipalities were given an additional one-half 

percent of realty transfer taxes.  That one-half or perhaps the 

entire one and a half percent may be identified as one of the 
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things taken away from local governments.  That would be 

disastrous and we are going to dispute it. 

 Mr. Hugg said that at one time, Smyrna had a “Friends of 

Smyrna Public Library” group.  They were instrumental in getting 

a library in Smyrna.  They raised money for the library through 

used book sales and other means.  Recently that group disbanded 

and it has been replaced by a group of interested citizens who 

are forming a “Library Guild”.  Their Organizational Meeting 

will be at 7:00 p.m. on May 21st in the Gallery of Smyrna Opera 

House.  Ann Henning is acting president.  He said if anyone is 

interested in promoting this group, he will make information 

available to them. 

 Councilman Pressley asked if we have contacted Mr. Ennis 

and Mr. Carson about the transfer tax issue. 

 Mr. Hugg said there is no bill at this time.  Either there 

will or will not be one.  He added that he plans to communicate 

the information that was in packets on behalf of the Town of 

Smyrna tomorrow.  

 Mayor Stombaugh said that tomorrow is the Grand Opening of 

the State Service Center at 10:00 a.m. 

 Mr. Hugg said that is a great addition to the Town. 

COMMITTEES: 

 Councilwoman White said the first Arbor Day Event was held 

on April 26th.  She said she couldn’t be there but Janet Vinc and 

several other employees were there and Janet reported back that 

a good time was had by all.  There were eight vendors present.  

Children had an opportunity to make bird houses.  A tree was 

planted in honor of Peggy Hutchins.  The Forestry Service gave 

out seedlings. 

 Councilwoman White read commendations to be given to and 

copies put in the personnel files of Janet Vinc, Rebecca 

Vetters, Bill Proud and Officer Duncan. 
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 Councilman Pressley said the Business Development Committee 

met on May 1 and minutes were in packets.  One thing they are 

bringing to Council is a workshop for North Market Street 

parking.   

 Councilman Pressley noted that Rick Downes is here tonight 

from the Committee to address the Home Occupation Ordinance.  He 

asked that it be lifted from Table. 

 Councilman Pressley said the Personnel Committee will meet 

at 5:00 p.m. on May 14th in the Conference Room and that the 

Business Development Committee will meet at 8:30 a.m. on the 

first Thursday in June downstairs. 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

 Visitors present included Ali Cheeseman, Daryl Jester, 

Chris and Dee Watson, Seth Clevenger, Regina Brown, Cheryl 

Thornton, Dwayne Young, Al Kemp, Mary and Anthony DeFeo, William 

Wilson, Bunny and David Pleasanton, Letetia and Al Pickett, 

James Harkins, James E. Veit Sr., Wilbert Bordley and Rick 

Downes. 

 Mayor Stombaugh opened the floor to visitors.  She asked 

anyone wishing to speak to come to the microphone, to give their 

name and address for the record and to limit their comments to 

three minutes.   

 Al Pickett of 24 N. Main Street welcomed new members of 

Council.  He said that on March 24, he sent Mr. Hugg a letter 

regarding a code violation at the rear of his property.  He said 

Mr. Hugg told him that Mr. Jaywork is working on a letter.  Mr. 

Pickett asked when he will see the concrete removed. 

 Mr. Jaywork said he is not working on a letter.  Mr. 

Pickett said this is too long to wait for a reply.  He said he 

has copies of the letter he submitted in March. 

 Mr. Hugg explained that this has to do with the property 

behind Mr. Pickett.  He added that he was of the understanding 
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that this matter had been sent to Mr. Jaywork’s office by 

Planning and Inspections Department.  Mr. Hugg apologized and 

said he will discuss it with them tomorrow. 

 Mr. Pickett said this was brought to everyone’s attention 

more than a year ago.  The situation creates a major water 

problem for him besides breaking the code.  Mr. Pickett said he 

wants to see the concrete removed.  He said if he can be of 

further assistance, you know how to get in touch with him. 

 Dwayne Young of 107 W. Frazier Street brought several 

issues before Council.  He said the election district maps used 

at this year’s election did not have street names on it.  It 

would have been much easier to determine which district someone 

lived in if street names were on the maps.   

 Mr. Young said that Mr. Pressley was declared the at-large 

winner because he ran unopposed for that district.  He said a 

lot of confusion was created because that meant that voters in 

District 3 could not vote.  There was no contest for the at-

large seat and the District 3 seat was not up for re-election 

this year.  Mr. Young suggested that the Town should have done a 

lot more advertising to get out the word that there was no vote 

fore the District 3 residents this year.  Notice should have 

gone to the people letting them know that there was no one to 

vote for in District 3 this year. 

 Mr. Young said that, according to the Sun Times, Mayor 

Stombaugh made a statement that everyone should be able to vote 

for everyone. 

 Mr. Young thanked his committee for the outstanding job 

they did with the election this year. 

 Councilman Pressley thanked them all for a great job. 

 Mayor Stombaugh said she received a number of calls.  There 

were people who came out in the rain and apparently they were 

not allowed inside the Fire House.  She said she was told some 
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people left and did not vote.   Mayor Stombaugh said we need to 

work on our election process.  In bad weather, people should be 

allowed inside the fire house. 

 Mr. Hugg explained that the election is now entirely under 

the State Election Board and its rules. 

 Mayor Stombaugh said there was confusion with the 

districts.  She said Grace Ennis kept telling her that the Town 

isn’t up to date.  She said Mr. Young and Mr. Markow told her 

everything was done that needed to be.  When the total list came 

out, there weren’t any districts listed.  You wouldn’t need a 

map if the lists were correct.   

 Mayor Stombaugh said the statement she made was she would 

love to see the election where everyone in the Town would be 

able to vote for each district.  Each district would have its 

own person from that district but everyone in Town would be able 

to vote for them.  This whole council represents the whole town.   

Mayor Stombaugh said she was told that it was done that way 

years ago. 

 Anthony DeFeo of 437 Sunnyside Road congratulated Mr. Evans 

and Mr. Raynor on winning their Council seats.  He stated that  

the home business ordinance is nine pages of overkill.  There 

are things we don’t need.  There are zoning laws that take care 

of most of those concerns.  It is just one more law that you 

want to place on the Town that we don’t need. 

 Councilman Pressley asked if Council wants Mr. Downes to 

speak now or later when we bring the Home Occupation ordinance 

off table. 

 Councilman Mullen said it isn’t on the agenda tonight. 

 Mr. Jaywork said just because things are tabled at a 

previous meeting, you can’t just bring them back at will.  They 

should be on the agenda unless there is some extreme emergency. 
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 Councilman Pressley said there is.  This has been before us 

way too long. 

 Rick Downes said he has a business on Glenwood Avenue and 

has been there for a long time.  He added that he has been on 

the Business Development Committee for three years or so and 

really enjoys it.  He said they have been getting feedback 

pertaining to the home occupation ordinance and we have been 

working on it for months, maybe a year.  It has been looked at 

by members of the community.  We have people who want to do 

business in Smyrna.  Local businesses have representatives at 

the Business Development meetings.  Mr. Hugg and Ms. Vinc are 

normally at the meetings.  We have looked at this for the 

intention of setting a procedure for the code enforcement 

officer to take place in anticipation of residential growth in 

Town.  You have the potential of about 500 approved lots in 

Smyrna.  He asked if anyone knows the attitudes and values and 

what people think is a business in the home of the people who 

are living there?  This gives a basis for monitoring and 

protection for the neighbors.  Mr. Downes said when the issue 

was brought to the committee, we were asked to work on this 

because we needed changes.  Councilman Pressley has worked on it 

and asked for input but most of the council people brought 

nothing back to us.   

 Mr. Downes said if you want volunteers on committees to 

take up issues and grind them out and come back with 

recommendations, at least tell us what you do and do not like so 

that we can take it under consideration.  If you feel totally 

comfortable without a home occupation ordinance, the growth is 

here, it is happening now.  We are just in a lull but it will 

pick up speed again.   

 Mr. Downes said this ordinance is for the purpose of 

protecting neighbors. 

 10



Smyrna Town Council                                 May 5, 2008 

 Hearing no further comments, Mayor Stombaugh closed the 

public portion of the meeting.  

OLD BUSINESS 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ANNEXATION OF MYRTLE STREET 

 Mr. Hugg said this action completes the annexation process.  

Council voted to annex the Infante Property.  Myrtle Street is a 

state-owned road and we went through the normal notification 

process.  The state advised that they had no objection.  This 

just completes the process. 

 Councilman Mullen made a motion to approve the resolution 

annexing Myrtle Street.  Motion was seconded by Councilman 

Pressley. 

 Council members Evans, Mullen, Pressley, Raynor, Thornton 

and Mayor Stombaugh voted yes, Councilwoman White voted no.  

Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS 

SERVICE FEE FOR ON-LINE PAYMENTS 

 Councilman Raynor said he wants to make a motion based on a 

letter that the Town Manager sent us about taxes and a memo from 

the Town’s accounting manager explaining the pros and cons of 

the on-line payment.  The on-line payment seems to be unfair 

because someone who wants to pay on-line is going to be charged 

a fee. 

 Mayor Stombaugh explained that we need a motion and second 

and then we will have discussion.   

 Councilman Raynor made a motion about the service fee for 

on-line payments and the phone system and table it until the 

State decides what to do with real estate taxes and council can 

decide what to do when that is decided.  Motion was seconded by 

Councilman Evans. 

 Councilman Mullen said he would like to see this go to the 

Finance Committee to discuss it.  The 3 percent fee is going to 
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be paid by someone.  Somebody is going to pay the fee, either 

the customer or the Town.  He said he would like to see this go 

to Finance to discuss it and do more research. 

 Mayor Stombaugh called for the vote. 

 Mr. Jaywork said you have a motion to table and discussion 

about sending to Finance.   

 Councilwoman White said we can amend the motion to send it 

to finance and still table it until the 19th.  You can bring it 

off table or table it again. 

 Councilman Raynor agreed to amend his motion and Councilman 

Evans agreed to it. 

 Motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution Proposing Annexation and Setting Legislative Fact      

Finding Hearing – 14 S. Clements Street, Pennington 

 Mr. Hugg said we received a request for annexation from the 

owner of a property at 14 S. Clements Street which is at the 

northeast corner of the intersection of Clements Street and 

Lexington Avenue.  This is the first step in the process.  The 

property will be annexed as Residential-2A which is in 

accordance with the Comprehensive Plan.  The hearing will be 

held just prior to the July 7, 2008 Council meeting. 

 Chief Baldwin said we should contact other properties in 

the area to see if any of them are interested in annexation.  He 

explained that it makes it very difficult for public safety when 

isolated properties are annexed. 

 Mr. Hugg said that he understands the Chief’s concerns.  We 

often have individual property owners asking for annexation.  We 

have been contacted by someone on Myrtle Avenue to discuss 

annexation.  It would be nice to have it done at one time. 

 Chief Baldwin explained that we could canvass an area 

asking whether others want to come in.  He said it is a public 

safety nightmare to have one house in and the next out. 
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 Mr. Hugg agreed and said public works has the same problem 

with streets, especially with snow removal. 

 Councilman Pressley asked if there are many left not in 

town limits.  Mr. Hugg said the area is filling in slowly, one 

at a time. 

 Chief Baldwin said he has no problem with this property 

coming in.  He apologized for bringing this up late into the 

process.  Mr. Hugg said point well taken and he agreed that it 

would be easier if more properties came in together. 

 Councilman Pressley made a motion to accept the resolution 

proposing annexation for 14 S. Clements Street.  Motion was 

seconded by Councilman Mullen. 

 Mr. Jaywork suggested that the street be taken in as well.  

Councilman Mullen said he will check on that. 

 Discussion was held on which properties in that area are 

and are not inside Town limits. 

 Mr. Hugg said that the streets in Spruance City by and 

large are assumed to be under the control of DelDOT but there 

are numerous situations where it isn’t clear exactly how the 

streets are handled.  He agreed with Mr. Jaywork that we annex 

the street simultaneously.  He said we will do a notice to 

DelDOT to that effect. 

 Mr. Hugg explained that we have tried to take in all 

streets with annexations and DelDOT has not been willing to do 

that.  He added that we have streets like Sunnyside Road where 

one side of the street is in town limits and the other is not.  

DelDOT has not been willing to approve annexation.  The issue is 

that they are not sure what their legal authority is and their 

ability to dedicate them to us.  He cited an example in Milford 

where there was controversy about this. 

 Mr. Jaywork said he is suggesting the annexation resolution 

include Lexington Avenue from Clements Street to Howard Street 
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since most of the properties fronting that area are or will be 

in Town limits. 

 Mr. Hugg said that will require a separate resolution since 

the procedure for notifying the State is different.  He said we 

should also consider adding Clements Street from Lexington 

Avenue to South Street. 

 Council members Evans, Mullen, Pressley, Raynor and 

Thornton voted yes, Mayor Stombaugh was recorded as abstaining 

and Councilwoman White voted no.  Motion carried. 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

 Mayor Stombaugh said there are eleven committees and each 

Council member will serve on three committees. 

 It was decided to review the committees and, unless there 

are problems/concerns, make a motion to approve all at the end. 

 Mayor Stombaugh said on the Audit Review committee, one 

person resigned and another moved to the Finance Committee.  The 

two new appointees are very familiar with finance.  Ms. Dove has 

done Town audits. 

 Mayor Stombaugh said the Election and Registration Board is 

set. 

 Mayor Stombaugh said the Compensation Committee didn’t meet 

at all last year.  She recommended Art Ricker as Chairperson, 

Robert Bamberger, Regina Brown, Kathy Melvin and William Wagner 

II. 

 Mayor Stombaugh said last year’s Ethics Committee 

chairperson, Nancy Charron, resigned.  She recommended Regina 

Brown as Chair, along with Charles (Skip) Rebar, Lisa Ashe, 

Christopher Mann and Vicenta Marquez. 

 Mayor Stombaugh recommended two replacements on the 

Assessors, Cathy Shaner and Robert Riddagh, both of whom are 

realtors and, as an alternate, Bobbie Jo Watts. 
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  Councilman Mullen said the Planning and Zoning 

Commission and the Board of Adjustment should not be included.  

They serve specific terms and none expires this year. 

 Councilman Pressley made a motion to approve the 

recommendations for appointments to the 2008 Commissions.  

Motion was seconded by Councilman Raynor and carried 

unanimously. 

 It was decided to review the committee recommendations and 

then vote on them as a whole. 

 Mayor Stombaugh recommended the following appointments: 

Business Development: William D. Pressley, Sr., Chairman, 
Roderick H. Burritt, Richard Downes, Quentin Schlieder, Joseph 
heridan,  William C. Wagner II S
 
Charter review committee: William Raynor, Chairman, Patricia 
Stombaugh, mayor,  William Pressley, councilman, Barbara Allsopp 
John O’Grady 
 
Cultural/Parks/ADA committee (need as many people as possible 
for events): Memphis Evans, Chairman, Bonnie Lawrence, Linda 
Berl, Michael (Terry) Berl,  Carl Louis, Benjamin Anspach, 
Joseph Wilson, Jeffrey Montejo 

  
Finance Committee:  Gene A. Mullen, Chairman, William Raynor, 
councilman,  Valerie White , councilwoman, Ruth Bower, Arthur 
Ricker 
 
Ad Hoc - Library planning committee:  Robert Bamberger, Chairman 
Memphis Evans, councilman,  Ann Henning, Jennifer Merrell, John 
Phillos, Mary Ann Varanko 
                    
Ad Hoc - Long range planning:  Patricia Stombaugh, Chairman,               
Arthur Ashe, David Bright, Michael McGrath, Robert Merrill,              
Deborah A. Wicks or her designee  

 
Personnel committee:  William D. Pressley Sr., Chairman, Larry 
Thornton, councilman, Valerie White, councilwoman, Kathy Melvin, 
Charles L. (Skip) Rebar 

  
Police building review committee:  Lawrence Thornton, Chairman, 
Gene Mullen, councilman, Keith Faulkner, Charles Hall, James 
Viet 
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Public safety committee:  Patricia Stombaugh, chairman, William 
Raynor, councilman, Lawrence Thornton, councilman, Anthony 
DeFeo, Fire company member 

 
Tree committee:  Valerie M. White, Chairman, Ginger Flairty, 
Paul Kaercher, Janet McClure 

  
Utility committee:  Gene Mullen, Chairman, Memphis Evans, 
councilman, Arthur Ashe, Robert Carson, Conrad Hebert 
 

 Councilman Mullen said Dr. Chervenak has expressed an 

interest in serving on the Charter Review Committee as a citizen 

member.  He added that he feels this is a good idea since it 

shows some continuity there and that will keep this moving 

forward. 

 Mayor Stombaugh said we already have five people on that 

committee.  Councilman Mullen said there is no set number of 

members for committees. 

 Councilwoman White agreed.  She said we have other 

committees with more than five members. 

 Councilman Pressley said Dr. Chervenak is moving out of 

town.   

 Councilwoman White said other committees have members who 

are not citizens. 

 Councilman Mullen made a motion to appoint Dr. Chervenak to 

the Charter Review Committee.  Council members Evans, Mullen, 

Thornton and White voted yes, Council members Pressley, Raynor 

and Mayor Stombaugh voted no.  Motion carried. 

 Councilman Mullen said he knows he is on three committees 

but he is a little concerned that there is only one Council 

member on the Cultural/Parks/ADA committee. 

 Councilwoman White made a motion to add Councilman Mullen 

to the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Motion was seconded by 

Councilman Raynor. 
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 Mayor Stombaugh said all committee meetings are open to 

Council members. 

 Council members Evans, Mullen, Pressley, Raynor, Thornton 

and White voted yes,  Mayor Stombaugh voted no.  Motion carried. 

 Councilman Thornton said he was asked about which 

committees he wanted to serve on and he said his reply was “all 

of them”.   He noted that he was on four.  Councilman Thornton 

said that he also mentioned that if he had to be taken off one, 

it would be Personnel because he has a background in finance.  

He said he wants to remain on Finance. 

 Mayor Stombaugh said Councilman Raynor has a Masters Degree 

in that area.  She said it is important to have new people serve 

on the important committees.  Someone needs to be learning the 

ropes who can step in next year.  She asked who you want to take 

off this committee. 

 Councilman Thornton said he agrees that we need continuity.  

He suggested that Mr. Raynor be taken off. 

 Councilman Thornton made a motion that he (Councilman 

Thornton) replace Mr. Raynor on the Finance Committee.  Motion 

was seconded by Councilman Mullen. 

 Councilman Mullen said he knows this is a difficult task.  

This is Mr. Raynor’s first year on Council.  He said he knows 

from experience that spending 40-50-60 hours a week to do 

Council business is not unusual.  He agreed with Councilman 

Thornton that continuity on this committee, particularly this 

year, is important.   He suggested that Mr. Raynor come to the 

meetings and see what goes on and have a say but allow Mr. 

Thornton to be a member.  Councilman Raynor said he will agree 

to that. 

 Councilmen Evans, Mullen, Thornton, Raynor and White* voted 

yes, Councilman Pressley was recorded as abstaining, 
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Councilwoman White and Mayor Stombaugh voted no.  Motion 

carried. 

 Councilman Mullen said Dr. Chervenak asked to be appointed 

to the Library Long Range Planning Committee. 

 Mr. Hugg noted that John Phillos is an employee of State 

Libraries and serves only in an advisory capacity.  He does not 

have a vote. 

 Councilman Thornton asked if they meet regularly.  Mr. Hugg 

replied almost every month. 

 Councilman Pressley asked why Dr. Chervenak is not here 

tonight to speak for himself.  Councilman Mullen said he is on-

call at the hospital this week. 

 Councilwoman White made a motion that Dr. Chervenak be 

appointed to the Long Range Library Planning Committee.  Motion 

was seconded by Councilman Mullen.  Council members Evans, 

Mullen, Raynor, Thornton voted yes, Councilman Pressley and  

Mayor Stombaugh voted no.  Motion carried. 

 Councilman Thornton made a motion to accept the committee 

appointments with changes as noted.  Motion was seconded by 

Councilman Mullen and carried unanimously. 

 The final committee appointment list is: 

2008 Standing Committees 
        

       Audit Review Committee 
   Robert Novotny, Chairman 
       Robert Johnson 
       Robert Babin 
       Stephanie Dove                
 
    Business Development Committee 
       William D. Pressley, Sr., Chairman 
       Roderick H. Burritt 
   Richard Downes 
       Quentin Schlieder 
       Joseph Sheridan 
       William C. Wagner II 
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       Charter Review Committee 
       William C. Raynor, Chairman 
       Patricia Stombaugh, mayor  
       William Pressley, councilman                  
       Barbara Allsopp 
       John O’Grady 
   A. Douglas Chervenak 
 
   Compensation Committee 

Arthur Ricker, Chairman 
Robert Bamberger 
Regina Brown 
Kathy Melvin 
William C. Wagner III 

       
Cultural/Parks/ADA Committee  
(need as many people as possible for events) 
Memphis P. Evans, Chairman 
Gene A. Mullen, councilman 
Bonnie Lawrence  
Linda Berl           
Michael (Terry) Berl                                     
Carl Louis 
Benjamin Anspach  
Joseph Wilson 
Jeffrey Montejo 

 
       Ethics Commission  
       Regina Brown                                                        
       Charles (Skip) Rebar  
       Lisa Ashe                                                           
       Christopher Mann 
       Vicenta Marquez   

 
       Finance Committee 
       Gene A. Mullen, Chairman 
    Lawrence O. Thornton Jr., councilman 
       Valerie White, councilwoman 
       Ruth Bower 
       Arthur Ricker 
                   

Historic Review Committee    
Michael Reed, chairman 
Alice Hill 
Sherri Hudson 
Margaret Snow 
Jeanne Mattson 
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   Library Long Range Planning Committee 
       Robert Bamberger, Chairman 
       Memphis P. Evans, councilman  

  Ann Henning 
       Jennifer Merrell 
       John Phillos 
       Mary Ann Varanko 
       A. Douglas Chervenak 
             
       Long Range Planning Committee 
       Patricia A. Stombaugh, Chairman 
       Arthur Ashe 
       David Bright 
       Michael McGrath 
       Robert Merrill 
       Deborah A. Wicks or her designee  

 
Personnel Committee 
William D. Pressley Sr., Chairman 
Larry Thornton, councilman 
Valerie White, councilwoman 
Kathy Melvin 
Charles L. (Skip) Rebar 
  
Police Building Committee 
Lawrence O. Thornton Jr., Chairman 
Gene A. Mullen, councilman 
Keith Faulkner 
Charles Hall 
James Viet 
 
Public Safety Committee 
Patricia A. Stombaugh, chairman 
William C. Raynor, councilman 
Lawrence Thornton, councilman 
Anthony DeFeo 
Fire company member 
 
Tree Commission 
Valerie M. White, Chairman 
Ginger Flairty 
Paul Kaercher 
Janet McClure 
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Utility Committee 
  Gene A. Mullen, Chairman 
  Memphis Evans, councilman 
  Arthur Ashe 
  Robert Carson 
  Conrad Hebert 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION REF. A PERSONNEL MATTER IN WHICH THE NAME, 
PERFORMANCE AND QUALIFICATION OF AN EMPLOYEE WILL BE DISCUSSED 

 

 Councilman Thornton made a motion to go into Executive 

Session to discuss a personnel matter in which the name, 

performance and qualifications of an employee will be discussed.  

Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White and carried 

unanimously. 

 Council went into Executive Session at 8:50 p.m.  Council 

returned to regular session at 9:00 p.m. 

 Councilman Thornton made a motion to move forward with the 

recommendation of the Town Manager as discussed in Executive 

Session.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Mullen and carried 

unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Councilman Pressley made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 

Councilwoman White.  Council adjourned by unanimous vote at 9:01 

p.m. 

 

 

     _____________________________________ 
     Council Secretary 
 
Ccm 
 
*Strikethrough on Page 17, last paragraph, Councilwoman White 
voted no on that motion.  
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