
MEETING MINUTES 
 

SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL 
 

February 19, 2008 
 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. by Mayor 
Patricia A. Stombaugh.  Members of Council present were 
Gene A. Mullen, A. Douglas Chervenak, Lawrence O. Thornton 
Jr., William D. Pressley Sr., and Valerie M. White. 
 
 Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, 
Police Chief Richard H. Baldwin Jr., Attorney John Terrence 
Jaywork, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh led the Pledge of Allegiance followed 
by a moment of silence.  

 
Mr. Hugg stated Councilman Brown is excused for 

tonight’s meeting. 
 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA 
 

 Councilman Mullen made the motion to accept the 
published agenda.  Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Chervenak.  Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, 
Councilwoman White, Councilmen Pressley, Thornton, Mullen, 
and Chervenak voting yes. 
  

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
 
 Councilman Mullen made the motion to accept the 
minutes from the meeting OF February 4, 2008 as presented.  
Motion was seconded by Councilman Pressley.  Motion passed 
with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, Councilmen 
Pressley, Thornton, Mullen, and Chervenak voting yes. 
 

REPORTS 
 

Bills and Financial Statement: 
 
 Mr. Hugg stated there is a weekly summary of the 
Town’s accounts in Council’s packets.  He said there are no 
other bills or statements to bring forward.  
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Presiding Officer: 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh stated Council voted to send a letter 
to Honorable William Carson about the eminent domain bill.  
She said she voted in favor of it.  Mayor Stombaugh said 
there is a letter tonight to sign, but that she had asked 
not to sign it because she did not want it to look like the 
entire Council had approved it.  Mayor Stombaugh said if 
she signs the letter it will look like she is in favor of 
it.  Mayor Stombaugh said she had requested that the Vice 
Mayor or the Town Manager sign the letter, so she is 
sending the letter back to Mr. Hugg.    
 
 Mayor Stombaugh stated she was invited to the 
Middletown Baptist Church on Sunday and they moved into 
their new building in October which is located on 80 acres.  
She said the State was going to take their brand new 
building and 80 acres by eminent domain.  Mayor Stombaugh 
said Mr. Carson, Mr. Ennis, and some other people fought 
for the church and they are able to keep their building and 
their acreage.  She said this is one of the reasons she is 
totally against it. 
 
 Councilman Chervenak stated that one of Mayor 
Stombaugh’s duties as Mayor is to represent our Council.  
He said Mayor Stombaugh may sign something in protest 
representing our Council. Councilman Chervenak said if 
Council votes and Mayor Stombaugh does not agree he thinks 
Mayor Stombaugh’s duties, according to our Charter, is to 
sign as representative the Council.  Councilman Chervenak 
said the signature on the letter is representative of 
Council, not Mayor Stombaugh’s personal opinion.  
Councilman Chervenak said if Mayor Stombaugh wants to 
publicly go on the record and say she does not agree with 
it but she is signing it anyway, as the representative of 
Council, which is fine.  He said it is the duty of the 
Mayor to sign the letter. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh stated she requested one of two things 
to be done and one of them was that a clause be put in the 
letter saying it was not a unanimous agreement with the 
Council, because she feels this strongly about it.  Mayor 
Stombaugh stated she wanted to go on record that she will 
not sign the letter. 
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Town Attorney: 
 
 Mr. Jaywork stated he has been working for some time 
on trying to revise the dangerous building ordinance to try 
to simplify it.  He said there are a couple of hearings on 
the agenda for tonight’s meeting and hopefully they will be 
the last ones to proceed under the existing dangerous 
buildings ordinance.  Mr. Jaywork said the new ordinance 
will not require these items to come before the Council, 
but would go before the Board of Appeals instead.   
 
 Mr. Jaywork said he just came from the funeral 
services for George Gardner.  He said Mr. Gardner was an 
excellent attorney and was well known in this area.  Mr. 
Jaywork stated he mourned Mr. Gardner’s passing. 
 
Police Chief: 
 
 Chief Baldwin stated he had no report this evening. 
 
Town Manager: 
 
 Mr. Hugg introduced Grant Prichard, the new Manager of 
Building & Inspections.  Mr. Hugg said he hopes he stays 
for a very long time.  Mr. Hugg said Mr. Prichard has an 
extensive background working for Kent County and the City 
of Dover. 
 
 
 

Mr. Hugg said his report is in Council’s packets. 

Committees: 
 
 Councilman Pressley stated there was a Personnel 
Committee meeting on February 13, 2008 and the minutes from 
that meeting are in Council’s packets.  He said there was a 
Business Development Committee meeting on February 7, 2008 
and the minutes from that meeting are also in the packets.  
Councilman Pressley said they discussed the Downtown Public 
Workshop that was held at the Opera House, and they 
actually finished the Home Occupation Ordinance Amendment 
and should be coming to Council very soon.  Mr. Hugg said 
that amendment will be going to the Planning & Zoning 
Commission tomorrow evening and will then be coming to 
Council.   
 
 Councilman Mullen said there was a Finance Committee 
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meeting on February 12, 2008.  He said their main 
discussion was the Audit Committee Report and the minutes 
from that meeting are in Council’s packets.  Councilman 
Mullen said there will be another meeting on February 25, 
2008 at 5:00 p.m. to discuss the purchase policy and 
capital projects. 
 
 Councilman Thornton said the Police Building Committee 
met on February 11, 2008 and the minutes from that meeting 
are in Council’s packets.  He said the architect Bill 
Lenahan was there and they went over the floor plan for the 
new police building and the addition to the current 
building.  Councilman Thornton said it was agreed upon by 
the committee as a whole as well as the proposed rendition 
of the exterior of the building.  He said the next step is 
for the architect to start giving some cost estimates. 
 
 Councilman Thornton said the Public Safety Committee 
met on Thursday.  He said several items came up including 
stop signs, traffic concerns on Greens Branch Lane, no 
parking on Providence Drive.  Councilman Thornton said 
proposed stop sign at South Delaware Street and Hamilton 
was discussed.  He said it was determined that the problem 
is a hedge that blocks the view and the Chief was asked to 
make contact with the owners of the property to see if they 
could trim the hedge and see if that resolves the problem.  
Councilman Thornton said another issue was the request for 
a stop sign at Bon Ayre Lane and Saks Street.  He said the 
committee felt that it did not meet the requirements for a 
stop sign at this time and it was voted to not bring that 
forward as well as the issue of closing off the access from 
Hickory Hollow. Councilman Thornton said this brings up a 
greater question for the Council to wrestle with later on 
in terms of how we determine whether stop signs are needed 
at certain locations.  He said there is some documentation 
from the Department of Transportation which gives you 
guidelines for erecting traffic control devices in any 
community whether it be a stop sign, red lights, yield 
signs, etc…  He said he wanted to do some more work on that 
and then bring forward some ideas for future reference.   
 

Councilman Thornton said the issue of speed on Greens 
Branch Lane was discussed again.  He said the police 
department was aware of some preliminary speed studies that 
had been done by the Department of Transportation and the 
results were that the speeds were actually lower than 25 
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miles per hour.  Therefore the committee agreed to continue 
to monitor the area which the police department will do and 
determine if any additional signage or speed bumps are ever 
needed in that area. 
 
 Councilman Thornton said lastly it was agreed that the 
committee would bring forth to Council a provision for 
eliminating parking on one side of Providence Drive because 
it is a traffic hazard. 
 
 Mr. Hugg stated he would like to add that he received 
a call from Superintendent Wicks that the Safe Routes to 
School proposal for Greens Branch Lane has been approved 
and we are meeting on Monday to begin laying out 
intersection improvements along that area that will include 
striping, installation of handicap ramps, and probably some 
additional signage.  He said he will forward additional 
information as it is received.      
 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh stated she wanted to ask Honorable 
William Carson to come forward so she can introduce him to 
Council and the citizens.  She explained that Mr. Carson is 
our new representative for the 28th District.   
 
 Mr. Carson said he is very proud to stand before 
everyone as a lifelong member of Smyrna, and he is proud to 
serve Smyrna and the residents in the General Assembly.  He 
said he is always ready to assist anyone, and to please 
contact him as he will always be available and ready to 
serve the people.  Mr. Carson said thank you for allowing 
him to be here this evening. 
 
 Mr. Hugg said he asked that the first presented by 
George Owens from Downes Associates, who are our electric 
engineers; and he also asked that we waive the three minute 
rule for a presentation from Mr. Owens. Mr. Hugg said this 
request comes by way of the Utility Committee who received 
an update from Mr. Owens and the Utility Committee 
suggested that the presentation be done for Council. 
 
Presentation by George Owens, Downes Associates re: 
Electric System planning process and status (requested by 
Utility Committee: 
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George Owens, Downes and Associates, came forward to 
speak.  Mr. Owens said he has served for over 30 years as 
Smyrna’s electrical system engineer.  He then proceeded 
with a PowerPoint presentation as well as a handout 
detailing the electric system improvements that have been 
done and are in the process of being done.  Mr. Owens 
described in detail each improvement listed by segment as 
well as the reasoning for the need of the improvements.   

 
Councilman Thornton left at 8:08 p.m. due to illness.  
 
Mayor Stombaugh stated this is the portion of the 

meeting that we open to the citizens.  Mayor Stombaugh said 
we ask that you step up to the microphone, give your name 
and address, and you have three minutes to address the 
Council.  She said Council is not obligated to answer any 
questions brought up tonight.   
 
 Visitors present were John E. Bucalo, B. Raynor, 
Regina Brown, Marion Bower, Gwen Berin, Evelyn Fountain, 
Charles Benson II, George E. Owens, Cris Watson, Dee 
Watson, Charles & Betty Hall, Ali Cheeseman, William 
Wilson, William Carson, Wilbert Bordley, Seth Clevenger, 
and Al Kemp. 
  
 Charles Hall, 900 Appleberry Drive, Smyrna came 
forward to speak.  Mr. Hall said as President of the Civic 
Association we were very fortunate at our last meeting to 
have a presentation from Lieutenant Wood of the Smyrna 
Police Department on senior safety.  Mr. Hall said the 
community would like to express to Council their 
appreciation Lieutenant Wood, Chief Baldwin, and his staff 
on a job well done. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

 
Reappoint Board of Assessors 
 
 Councilman Pressley made the motion to accept the list 
of re-appointments to the Board of Assessment.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman White. Motion passed with Mayor 
Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, Councilmen Pressley, Mullen, 
and Chervenak voting yes. 
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Audit Committee Report 
 

 Councilman Mullen stated he thought we would 
actually have the report when he asked to have this added 
to the agenda.  Mr. Hugg said this was presented at the 
Finance Committee and tonight’s action needs to be to 
accept the report.  Councilman Mullen stated it should have 
been emailed to everyone. Councilman Mullen made the motion 
to accept the Audit Committee’s report.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman White.  Mayor Stombaugh stated she 
feels the Audit Committee did an excellent job.  Motion 
passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, Councilmen 
Pressley, and Mullen voting yes.  Councilman Chervenak 
stated he had not seen it and therefore did not vote. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
Show Cause Hearings: 
 

1) 27-29 East North Street, Thomas  
2) 119 South duPont Boulevard, Johnson  
3) 218 Mulberry Street, Gardley   

 
 Mr. Jaywork stated under the existing town code there 
is a specific procedure that must be followed before the 
town can order a building to be demolished or repaired.  He 
said it is his understanding from Mr. Bucalo that he 
started this procedure and Mr. Bucalo will go through that 
in a few minutes.  Mr. Jaywork stated Mr. Bucalo had sent 
out certified letters almost a year ago to the owners.  Mr. 
Jaywork said he believes Mr. Bucalo had been in contact 
with the property owners of items 2 and 3, and we may not 
need to have a full hearing tonight.   
 
 Mr. Bucalo, Building Code Enforcement Official for the 
Town of Smyrna, came forward to speak.  Mr. Bucalo said the 
property owners of 119 South duPont Boulevard and 218 
Mulberry Street have both agreed to begin the renovation of 
each of those properties.  Mr. Bucalo said tomorrow a 
certified letter along with all of the special conditions 
and what specifically needs to be corrected will be sent to 
those property owners.   
 
 Mr. Jaywork stated that it may be appropriate to just 
table item 9)a)2 and 9)a)3 to give those people a chance to 
comply.      
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 Mr. Bucalo stated that Mr. Thomas, owner of 27-29 East 
North Street is here tonight and after discussion Mr. 
Thomas desires to make the necessary renovations and 
repairs to the property.  Mr. Bucalo said Mr. Thomas is 
aware of the extensive repairs/renovations that are 
necessary.  Mr. Jaywork asked if Mr. Thomas was prepared to 
put up the necessary bond.  Mr. Bucalo stated that he will 
be in contact with Mr. Thomas tomorrow and make the 
arrangements the same as the other two properties. 
 
 Councilman Chervenak stated he is looking at the 
pictures presented for these properties and he is appalled.   

 
Councilman Pressley stated some of these properties 

should have been taken care of years ago.  
 
Councilman Mullen stated that Mr. Thomas’ properties 

have structural damage and wanted to make sure Mr. Thomas 
was aware of what he was getting into.  Mr. Thomas stated 
he is aware, but also he is on a fixed income.  He said he 
ill have the work done one way or another.   w
 

Councilman Pressley made the motion to table all three 
show cause hearings, for agenda items 9)a)1-3 for 30 days.  
Mayor Stombaugh asked Mr. Thomas if someone came along and 
offered a fair price, would he sell it.  Mr. Thomas stated 
no.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White. Motion 
passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, Councilmen 
Pressley, Mullen, and Chervenak voting yes. 
 
First Reading: Purge Voter Registration List 
 
 Mr. Hugg said the Board of Elections will be bringing 
to Council on March 17, 2008 their final recommendation for 
the voter registration list.  He said at their last meeting 
the Board instructed staff to send a letter by both regular 
and certified mail to anyone who was still listed on the 
voter registration list for the Town of Smyrna advising 
them that they would need to register with the State and to 
confirm if they still lived at the listed address.  
 
 Councilman Mullen made the motion to consider this the 
first reading to purge the voter registration list.  Motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman White.  Motion passed with 
Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, Councilmen Pressley, 
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Mullen, and Chervenak voting yes. 
 
Resolution requesting DelDOT to transfer a portion of Main 
Street to the Town 
 
 Mr. Hugg explained there is a proposed resolution to 
request DelDOT to turn over that portion of Main Street 
from Mill Street to the intersection at Glenwood Avenue.  
Mr. Hugg said there are a couple of reasons for doing this.  
He said one is that it would allow the street to be managed 
and reconstructed as a town road consistent with town 
regulations and standards without having to meet DelDOT 
standards for highways. 
 
    Councilman Chervenak made the motion to adopt the 
resolution requesting DelDOT to transfer a portion of Main 
Street to the Town of Smyrna.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Mullen.  Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, 
Councilwoman White, Councilmen Pressley, Mullen, and 
Chervenak voting yes. 
 
Recommendations of Committees 
 
1) Personnel – change Section 36.2.2 of Personnel Policy 
(300 weeks to 52 weeks) – Councilman Pressley explained 
this was noticed in the personnel policy and this hopefully 
was just a mistake.  Councilman Chervenak made the motion 
to adopt the recommendation of the Personnel Committee 
changing Section 36.2.2 of the Personnel Policy from 300 
weeks to 52 weeks.         Motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman White.  Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, 
Councilwoman White, Councilmen Pressley, Mullen, and 
Chervenak voting yes.  
 

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 

Councilman Chervenak stated he had a problem with the 
Mayor not signing the documents that the Council has a 
whole has approved by majority vote.  He said he is asking 
the Mayor to represent our Council.   

 
Councilman Mullen agreed with Councilman Chervenak.  
 
Councilman Pressley stated he agreed to a certain 

extent.  He said if he were in that position and he did not 
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agree with it he would not want to put his name on the 
document unless there was a clause stating as such. 

 
Mr. Jaywork stated that he is not seeing anything that 

states it is a requirement of the Mayor to sign.  He said 
he believes the Mayor should sign the letter but she should 
have the right to have a clause added to reflect that she 
was not for that particular resolution. 

 
Councilman Pressley asked about the letter from the 

City of Dover that is in Council’s packets regarding wind 
farms.  He asked if that is something that Council needs to 
look into and stand behind them.  Mr. Hugg said he feels it 
would be appropriate for the Town to draft and approve a 
resolution similar to what Dover did.   

  
Councilman Mullen left the meeting at 9:10 p.m.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Councilman Pressley made the motion to adjourn, 
seconded by Councilman Chervenak.  Meeting was adjourned at 
9:20 p.m. by unanimous vote. 
 
 
 
vlh 


