
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING AND MEETING 
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL 

July 6, 2009 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia 
A. Stombaugh at 7:30 p.m. Council members present were Memphis 
P. Evans, Valerie M. White, Lawrence O. Thornton, Robert 
Riddagh, and William C. Raynor. 
 

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Police 
Captain Wilbert Bordley, Attorney John Terrence Jaywork, and 
Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage. 

 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Mayor Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain 
standing for a moment of silence.  
           

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA 
 

Councilman Evans asked that under Old Business item d be 
moved up to a and everything else stays the same.  Councilman 
Evans made the motion to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion 
was seconded by Councilman Thornton.  Motion carried with Mayor 
Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, Councilmen Evans, Thornton, 
Riddagh, and Raynor voting for.  

 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
 Councilman Evans made the motion to accept the minutes of 
June 15, 2009.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Raynor. Motion 
passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, Councilmen 
Evans, Thornton, Raynor, and Riddagh voting for.  
 

REPORTS 
 
A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Stombaugh said she had the 
opportunity to ride with a police officer a week ago Friday and 
it was very interesting.  She said she learned a lot and she 
thinks it was a great opportunity.  Mayor Stombaugh said she 
really appreciated it and the officer is here, and she would 
like to present him with a certificate of appreciation.  She 
said it is for outstanding dedication to community policing.  
Mayor Stombaugh asked Officer Shawn Benton to please step 
forward.  She said Officer Benton has been with the police force 
for about five (5) years and he is in the patrol division.    
Mayor Stombaugh said thank you for not letting her get hurt.  
 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked Mrs. Alice Hohman to please come 
forward.  Mayor Stombaugh said she had a certificate to present 
to the Smyrna-Clayton Fourth of July Association in appreciation 
for all of the work they have done over the years for the Fourth 
of July parade and the work at the park.  She said it has always 
been a wonderful time, it brings the communities together, great 
job and she knows it takes a lot of work.  Mayor Stombaugh said 
we just want to say thank you very much.  Mrs. Hohman said thank 
you.  She said they cannot do it without the public and the two 
(2) towns.  Mrs. Hohman said they could not have the lawnmower 
races this year and everybody was disappointed, but all of a 
sudden they all think they are professionals and they wanted us 
to pay them.  She said no they were not going to pay them.  Mrs. 
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Hohman said unfortunately a lot of people that come to the park 
were disappointed because there were no races, but quite frankly 
lawnmower racing started in Smyrna, Delaware by her husband.  
She said she did not think they should pay them and they didn’t.  
Mrs. Hohman said thank you for this and she will make sure that 
everybody in their organization knows it, and if anyone has any 
spare time come join them – they are always busy.  Thank you. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said she would also like to thank Regina 
Brown, who is in the audience, for making the certificates for 
us.  
 
B. Town Attorney – Mr. Jaywork stated he did not have anything 
to report other than the fact that if you remember we were 
proposing an amendment to the Town Charter to extend the period 
of time that we could make loans from twenty (20) to forty (40) 
years so that if we could borrow money if we chose to from the 
Rural Utility Service.  He said that bill passed and was signed 
into law by the Governor on June 26, 2009.  Mr. Jaywork said so 
that will be part of our Charter in the future even though we 
did not use it this time.   
  
C. Police Chief – Captain Bordley stated that he had no 
report, only that Chief Baldwin had a meeting at 5:30 p.m. and 
he is still tied up in Dover at that meeting. 
  
D. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg said Council has his report in 
their packets.  He said he did not have anything further to 
bring to Council’s attention except as Mayor Stombaugh and 
Councilman Riddagh are aware – he is please to announce that the 
Town received a grant of $3,768,000.00 from the Office of 
Drinking Water – this is the stimulus program.  Mr. Hugg said 
this is a very favorable loan, it is a twenty (20) year term, 
the effective interest rate is 3.26 percent, but the really good 
news is that a little over 51 percent of the principal cost of 
the loan will be forgiven as soon as these projects are 
completed.  He said it really works out to be about 
$1,900,000.00 worth of expenditure to get almost $4,000,000.00 
worth of major water improvements made in the Town of Smyrna.  
Mr. Hugg said two (2) of the projects are before Council tonight 
for award, and if awarded they will be the first projects in the 
State of Delaware awarded under this AARA Drinking Water 
Stimulus Fund. 
              
E. Committees – Councilman Thornton said the Utility Committee 
met on June 30, 2009.  He said items discussed included a 
presentation by KCI Technologies concerning the stimulus money 
for water projects as well as the downtown project.  Councilman 
Thornton said they also discussed several recommendations for 
billing issues involving utilities in the Town – they came to no 
resolution on those.  He said they are being studied by the Town 
staff.  Councilman Thornton said the Public Safety Committee 
will be meeting this Thursday evening at 5:00 p.m. downstairs. 
 
 Councilman Raynor said the Personnel Committee will meet 
Wednesday night at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said they had their first Business 
Development Committee meeting.  She said everyone attended at 
8:30 in the morning.  Mayor Stombaugh said it was an excellent 
meeting – a lot of information and they look forward to moving 
forward. 
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 Mr. Hugg said minutes for both the Utility Committee and 
the Business Development Committee will be out to Council 
shortly electronically. 
   

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
 Visitors present were Daryl Jester, Larry Koehler, Ernest 
Davis, Harry McBride, James E. Veit, John M. Maxey Sr., Jim 
Strong, Melaine Minear, Mike Reed, Tony DeFeo, Al Kemp, Al & 
Tish Pickett, Maria Wolf, Cris Watson, Dee Watson, Irene Caley, 
Susan Wolfe, Jim Wolfe, Dave & Bunny Pleasanton, Alice Hohman, 
Seth Clevenger, Wilbert Bordley, Jeffrey Montejo, Kathy Melvin, 
Heather Burleigh, Al Kraft, and Regina Brown. 
   
 Mayor Stombaugh stated this portion of the meeting is open 
to the public.  She said we invite you to step up to the 
microphone; it is being recorded so you need to give your name 
and address, and you have three minutes to address Council.  
Mayor Stombaugh said Council is not obligated to give an answer 
tonight; we may have to refer your subject to a staff member or 
to a committee.  Mayor Stombaugh asked if anyone would like to 
step forward and address Council.  
 
 Marty Maxey, 110 West South Street, Smyrna came forward to 
speak.  Mr. Maxey said two and a half (2½) weeks ago he called 
the Code Enforcement Officer John Bucalo and he asked him about 
an apartment building that sits on the corner of West Cummins 
Street and South Delaware Street.  He said nobody lives in the 
back apartment and the grass is very tall.  Mr. Maxey said his 
house is for sale and he is having an open house this Sunday and 
he would like to see the grass cut.  He said if somebody goes 
out there and sees that mess it could cost him the sale of his 
house.  Mr. Maxey said if it costs him the sale of his house – 
if he sells his house he is out of Smyrna and he will no longer 
come down here and bother you guys.  He said the second thing is 
can somebody explain to him tonight if possible exactly where 
our Historic District starts and ends?  Mr. Maxey said does it 
start at Mount Vernon Street, go to Frazier Street, from Main 
Street to School Lane and everything in between?  He said is 
that something you can say yeah or nay on right now?  Mr. Hugg 
said no, actually he would need to look at a map to actually 
show him where it goes – it is generally the downtown business 
district and a block or two (2) in each direction, but he would 
not want to try to explain it to Mr. Maxey without a map.  He 
said it is not a regular line.  Mr. Maxey said the only reason 
he says this is the biggest concern that he has is this project 
he heard about behind the Sun Times Building.  He said they 
would be building townhouses number one (1) where they should 
not be – we do not have enough parking in that area to begin 
with, and number two (2) who is going to buy a house and rent 
the land that is like living in a mobile home park – it seems 
kind of crazy to him.  Mr. Maxey said another thing is if this 
is the Historic District then they need to be out and stay out, 
so he is going to find out the answer to this and there are 
quite a few people that he knows of that are a little upset over 
this.  He said they feel it could devalue their homes if you 
allow these new houses to come in.  Mr. Maxey said he would 
appreciate, if nothing else, that something gets done with that 
yard by Sunday.  Thank you. 
 
 Susan Wolfe, 34 North Main Street, Smyrna came forward to 
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speak.  Ms. Wolfe said she has been a resident of Smyrna for two 
(2) years.  She said first she would like to implore the members 
of the Town Council to put aside their personal differences and 
to do the work that you were elected to do.  Ms. Wolfe said 
everyone was elected by the residents of this Town and they 
deserve a group of elected officials who will put aside their 
personal issues and to put the Town’s needs first.  She said 
secondly she has to say she is very disappointed in the 
direction or lack of direction that the Town is being led.  Ms. 
Wolfe said she and her husband chose to buy a historic home here 
because they saw such great potential.  She said sadly that 
potential is not being fulfilled.  Ms. Wolfe said there seems to 
be a lack of cohesive vision of where the Town needs to go.  She 
said some just sit back and complain and say they wish the Town 
was like it was in the good ole days; well the reality is that 
change happens and we need to be talking about and need to be 
guiding where that change is going and the direction that it is 
taking.  Ms. Wolfe said she would like to ask Mayor and the 
Council to possibly hold a series of Town meetings in order to 
seek the opinions of a wider variety of citizens, what their for 
the future of Smyrna is so that we can listen and dialog with 
each other and hopefully through compromise and agreeing that we 
can come up with a shared vision.  She said their particular 
vision, she and her husband, which they think many others share 
is for a revitalized and invigorated downtown that embraces its 
historical character and uses that to promote economic growth.  
Ms. Wolfe said we are making strides to make downtown a pleasant 
walk able area but there is nothing there to walk to and the 
surroundings are deteriorated.  She said the most beautiful 
streetscape in the world will not help.  Ms. Wolfe said 
encouraging retail businesses through economic incentives, 
making grants available for restoration of historic storefronts, 
requiring historically compatible façades for infill, promoting 
home ownership over conversion of historic properties for 
rentals and preserving historic trees will go a long way to 
realizing this vision.  Ms. Wolfe said she would love to have 
the opportunity to share her vision and to hear the visions of 
others.  She said if we do nothing downtown will continue to 
deteriorate and eventually will become a place that no decent 
wants to live in.  Ms. Wolfe said we cannot wait for an upturn 
in the economy – we do not have the luxury of infighting and 
bickering.  She said the time for proactive engagement is now.  
Thank you. 
 
 Heather Burleigh, 431 Sunnyside Road, Smyrna came forward 
to speak.  Ms. Burleigh said she would first like to thank the 
Council members and the Mayor who she knows are all taking time 
away from their families and from their busy lives to serve our 
Town.  She said she knows they are not given much compensation 
for this – she thanks them all for the sacrifice they are making 
and it is appreciated.  Ms. Burleigh said secondly she would 
like to address the Council, specifically Mr. Evans, Ms. White, 
and Mr. Thornton and she asked them to please reconsider their 
previous votes and to this evening put Tony DeFeo into the 
vacant Council seat.  She said please consider the dedication 
Tony DeFeo has shown to out Town and how he has proven himself 
from this dedication.  Ms. Burleigh said not just in the time 
and energy he has invested in two (2) separate election 
campaigns that he has conducted, but also in the dedication 
involved service that he has exhibited for the past two (2) 
years on the Town Safety Committee, and also on the Utility 
Committee for the past year.  She said he has served on these 
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committees looking out not only for the best interest of this 
Town, but also out of concern for all of our citizens of Smyrna.  
Ms. Burleigh said he is her neighbor so she really feels this 
and she has some experience of him to personally speak from.  
She said Tony DeFeo has also proven his dedication to our Town 
from his steady attendance to Town Council meetings.  Ms. 
Burleigh said what she has seen from Mr. DeFeo is that he is a 
man of integrity and good character who is always looking out 
for his neighbors and a man that you can trust to make honest 
and fair decisions if he was elected to Council.  She said Mr. 
DeFeo has really shown a passion for serving our Town and she 
feels he does not just want to see the Town of Smyrna do better, 
but to really thrive and so she asks all of Council isn’t this 
the kind of individual that you would like to serve along side 
of you and Council.  Ms. Burleigh said please consider her 
points – she really appreciates the time and for letting her to 
speak.  Thank you. 
 
 Jim Strong, 829 Fayette Road, Smyrna came forward to speak.  
Mr. Strong said he is going to give a brief analogy to make a 
point.  He said at his workplace recently there opened up a job 
for Engineer IV.  Mr. Strong said he had been there eleven (11) 
years, gotten great reviews, got an MBA, but he is not going to 
get the job.  He said you see he does not have the specific 
education or experience of an engineer and therefore am not 
qualified.  Mr. Strong said he is concerned that most of the 
Charter Review Committee members that were nominated, while they 
may have great qualifications in other areas, are not qualified 
as far as having a legal education or strong working experience 
working in the law.  He said he will note, in exception to that 
is Bill Raynor who has spent decades in law enforcement as a law 
enforcement officer and who is nominated to be the chair of this 
committee.  Mr. Strong said the inescapable truth is one needs 
to read, understand, interpret, and rewrite the Charter and few 
of us here this evening have all of those skills.  He said there 
is a better way – a positive solution for Smyrna today – have 
the Mayor write a letter to the Smyrna-Clayton Sun Times asking 
for the people who can read, understand, interpret, and write 
the law.  Mr. Strong said additionally put up a place on the 
Town of Smyrna website where people can apply to be on this 
committee and try to get a lawyer, or paralegal, or more than 
one of them to serve on this committee – we need them.  He said 
people who live outside of the Town limits but have excellent 
qualifications should be considered.  Mr. Strong said he thinks 
if the Mayor reopens this process and gets a good slate of well 
qualified people nominated for this committee it will be 
approved and the Town will be better served.  He said by way of 
background his Grandfather was an attorney, his Great Uncle was 
an attorney; he is halfway through to earning that degree and 
masters of law and public policy.  Thank you. 
 
 Maria Wolf, 103 Lake Drive, Smyrna came forward to speak.  
Ms. Wolf said she is new to Smyrna and she loves the area, loves 
her neighbors, and she just has one concern.  She said that is 
the beach front that is across from her – she loves seeing 
people swimming and playing and having a good time, but there is 
a lot of foul language and there is also borrowing of kayaks by 
the children.  Ms. Wolf said that is all she is concerned about 
- otherwise she loves the area and thanks for welcoming her. 
 
 Melaine Minear, 41 South Main Street, Smyrna came forward 
to speak.  Ms. Minear said she is also a business owner and she 
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has been here as a resident since last May.  She said first of 
all this is an Historic District map – she does not think it is 
totally accurate but the gentleman left and she would have been 
glad to share this with him.  Ms. Minear said this list all of 
the historic properties in Smyrna – if anyone would like to have 
a copy she will make it for them.  She said she has a brand new 
copy machine.  Ms. Minear said this is a study that was done in 
1980 and it involved grant money from the State.  She said they 
came in and Smyrna was one of the targeted sites because of the 
number of historic buildings in out town.  Ms. Minear said we 
were very fortunate to have the help of the State for this 
study.  She said if anyone wants to read this they are welcome 
to get a copy – just ask her and she won’t charge them.  Ms. 
Minear said she has some questions she would like to ask and if 
she is not allowed to ask the questions please interrupt her.  
She said 1) regarding the special meeting of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission held last week – a statement was made by Mr. 
Dominic Balascio representing IRIS, LLC which was formerly the 
Putnam Group that the later were invited by the Town to develop 
infill plans for the lands along Commerce Street which include 
the former Sun Times building which is now sitting extremely 
neglected.  Ms. Minear said that being the case who was the 
designated appointee by the Town to initiate this collaborative 
venture. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if she meant who was the designated 
appointee to call a special meeting. 
 
 Ms. Minear said it was stated by the representative from 
IRIS, LLC that wants to do the project that they were invited by 
the Town to submit a plan for that area – who initiated that 
meeting with this group?  She said who from the Town was 
designated to represent the Town – was it our Town Manager? 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said didn’t that start with the Planning & 
Zoning Commission.  Mr. Hugg said it was the Business 
Development Committee three (3) or four (4) years ago. 
 
 Ms. Minear said as far as her three (3) minutes – she is 
studying Parliamentary Procedure so Council will have to pardon 
her but she believes that if she has a question she still gets 
her three (3) minutes because Council gets time to answer – is 
that correct - does Council follow Parliamentary Procedure?  
Mayor Stombaugh said yes, but they have to have a limit and it 
is up to the officiator of the meeting to specify the time that 
can be used.  She said in the past they have said no longer than 
ten (10) minutes.  Ms. Minear said okay – does she have a little 
more time?  Mayor Stombaugh said yes.   
 
 Ms. Minear said her second question is directed to Mr. Hugg 
who is out Town Manager.  She asked if Mr. Hugg was the 
administrator of Planning & Zoning as far as signing off on 
zoning clearance and so forth.  Mr. Hugg said he is ultimately 
responsible for signing the final subdivision and site plans 
that are recorded.  Ms. Minear asked if it is true that the two 
(2) parcels owned by the Town will be conveyed to IRIS, LLC in 
exchange for the restoration of the historic Sun Times building.  
Mr. Hugg said with Council’s approval that offer was made and 
accepted and those properties are in the process of being 
transferred.  Ms. Minear said they are in the process now.  Mr. 
Hugg said yes.  Ms. Minear said they have gone through all of 
the different…  Mr. Hugg said yes.  Ms. Minear said and they 
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will meet the zoning compliance.  Mr. Hugg said you asked the 
question if the properties are being transferred and the answer 
is yes.  He said the zoning issue is a separate issue. 
 
 Ms. Minear said her third question is if that is the case 
what will be the date that the Sun Times building will be 
adequately secured and protected from the weather and vandalism.  
Mr. Hugg said he believes they acquired the building less than 
sixty (60) days ago from its previous owner.  He said they are 
in the process of devising plans for the reuse of that building.  
Ms. Minear asked if there are Town Codes that deal with vacant 
buildings.  Mr. Hugg said there are Town Codes that deal with 
vacant buildings, and they are in compliance.  Ms. Minear said 
they are in compliance with the windows open, etc…?  Mr. Hugg 
said yes they are. 
 
 Ms. Minear asked Mr. Hugg if he was the administrative 
official in charge of Planning & Zoning.  Mr. Hugg said he is 
the Town Manager – he signs the final plans when they are ready 
for recording.  He said he is not the Planning & Zoning Director 
– they work for him.  Ms. Minear asked Mr. Hugg if he was the 
planner with the State of Delaware under the Minner 
administration.  Mr. Hugg said the answer is yes, but he does 
not know what Ms. Minear’s point is.  Ms. Minear asked Mr. Hugg 
as administrative planner for the Town of Smyrna – she 
apologized if the title was incorrect – can he recall how many 
lots are now owned by the Town of Smyrna in our Historic 
District.  Mr. Hugg said we have a long term lease on the Happy 
Harry’s parking lot – the Town does not actually own it, we own 
the lot behind the old school administration building, the lot 
next to the Library, the this lot, the lot behind this building, 
we currently own the lot that is in the process of being 
transferred to IRIS, LLC, we own a couple of pump stations, we 
own some streets, and we own a park or two (2).  Ms. Minear said 
roughly in the Historic District – would you say six (6) lots, 
eight (8) lots somewhere in there?  Mr. Hugg said he does not 
know what Ms. Minear’s point is, but probably.  Ms. Minear said 
she is just looking at the future.  She asked if there was a two 
(2)year, five (5) year, ten (10) year, and twenty (20) year plan 
that is available as a public document.  Mr. Hugg said yes – it 
is called the Comprehensive Plan.  He said if Ms. Minear went to 
the Planning & Zoning department she would be able to obtain a 
copy there.  He said it deals adequately with downtown 
redevelopment.  Mr. Hugg said it was updated in 2002 and has 
been updated since then – it is the duly adopted Comprehensive 
Plan for the Town of Smyrna.  Ms. Minear said and it is 
available.  Mr. Hugg said he believes it is available on the 
website, but it is clearly available to you.  Ms. Minear asked 
if there was a charge for it.  Mr. Hugg said probably not for 
the Comprehensive Plan, but if there are color photographs or 
mapping or something of that nature, yes.   
 
 Ms. Minear asked Mr. Hugg if he was in charge of the 
project which was to renovate the Delaware House, and then build 
the house and townhouses in the back.  Mr. Hugg said he was not 
in charge of the project – he is the Town Manager.  Ms. Minear 
asked Mr. Hugg if he was the Town Manager at that time.  Mr. 
Hugg said he has been the Town Manger since June of 2002.  Ms. 
Minear asked if there were any ordinances that were in violation 
during the time that project was being developed.  Mr. Hugg said 
that project has been vetted, discussed, challenged, questioned, 
and he does not intend to discuss that matter further with you.  
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He said the folks who were upset about certain decisions had an 
opportunity to make administrative and/or legal appeals if they 
chose to do so – they did not – that project is complete.  Ms. 
Minear asked if they receive a Certificate of Zoning Compliance.  
Mr. Hugg explained that a Certificate of Zoning Compliance is 
issued to a business for a business activity – it is our 
equivalent of a business license.  Ms. Minear asked if there is 
any type of certificate that is issued once someone builds a new 
building.  Mr. Hugg said they get a building permit, they get a 
Certificate of Occupancy, and they get a Fire Marshal permit – 
depending on what the building involves.             
 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if anyone else would like to address 
Council.  No one came forward.    
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said seeing no one step forward we will 
close this portion of the meeting and reopen the regular Council 
meeting. 
 

OLD BUSINESS  
 
A. Appointment to fill Council Seat Left Vacant by Resignation 
of William Pressley – Mayor Stombaugh asked if there was a 
nomination.  Councilman Thornton nominated Jeff Montejo to fill 
the vacant seat left by William Pressley.  Nomination was 
seconded by Councilwoman White.  Nomination failed with 
Councilman Thornton voting for, and Mayor Stombaugh, 
Councilwoman White, Councilmen Evans, Riddagh, and Raynor voting 
against. 
 

Mayor Stombaugh asked if there was another nomination.  
Councilman Evans nominated Mr. DeFeo.  Nomination was seconded 
by Councilman Thornton.  Nomination passed with Mayor Stombaugh, 
Councilmen Evans, Thornton, Riddagh, and Raynor voting for, and 
Councilwoman White voting against. 

 
Mr. DeFeo was sworn in by Mayor Stombaugh.  Mr. DeFeo took 

his place up front with the other members of Council.   
 
Councilman DeFeo said he wanted to thank everybody for 

their support and their trust and all of the effort that they 
made over the past five (5) or six (6) meetings.  He said Mr. 
Montejo is a great guy and either way the people would have won 
with Mr. Montejo too – he would have been excellent up here.  
Mr. DeFeo said thanks again and everyone heard him take the oath 
and he said he does promise to do his best. 

 
Mayor Stombaugh said she would like to thank Council from 

the bottom of her heart.  She said thank you very much – this is 
a historic moment for the Town of Smyrna and she really 
appreciates Council’s cooperation. 
 
B. Appointments to Ethics Commission 

1. David Pleasanton – 2 year term expires June 2009 – Mayor 
Stombaugh said the first seat that has expired on June 26, 
2009 is the seat held by David Pleasanton.  She said the 
seat now will become a five (5) year term.  Mayor 
Stombaugh said her recommendation is she would like to see 
Mr. Pleasanton continue. 
 

Councilman Riddagh made the motion to confirm the 
Mayor’s appointment of David Pleasanton.   
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Motion failed for lack of a second. 
 
Councilwoman White asked if she could make a 

recommendation.  Mayor Stombaugh said that was supposed to 
be made to her prior to the meeting.  Councilwoman White 
said she recommended Jen Merrill at the previous meeting.  
She said she asked for her to be appointed to that 
position.  Councilwoman White said Mayor Stombaugh brought 
her to Council last year or the year before and they have 
gone back and forth via emails and Ms. Merrill has 
continued to show her interest.  Mayor Stombaugh said she 
did not know if Councilwoman White received a copy of the 
last email – she sent an email to Ms. Merrill and asked 
her if she wanted to serve or not, and she has not 
received an answer.  Mayor Stombaugh said she received the 
email that Councilwoman White sent and she personally sent 
her an email and she has not received an answer.  She said 
she did not know if she had the email or not, but the 
email that she received said that she did not want to 
belabor or basically ask for the seat and that is where 
Mayor Stombaugh was left hanging – did she want to serve 
or not and that was the question that she asked and she 
has not gotten an answer.  Mayor Stombaugh said at this 
time she does not feel she can make that recommendation. 

 
Councilman Thornton said why don’t we set this aside.  

He said the last email he saw from Ms. Merrill was in 
response to Councilwoman White which he believed was sent 
to all members of Council where Ms. Merrill expressed 
interest in serving on the Ethics Commission. 

 
Mayor Stombaugh said let us put this aside for one 

more meeting and she would like Ms. Merrill to please come 
to the next meeting if she is interested in serving on the 
committee.     

    
2. Vacant Seat by Resignation of Mable Holmes – Mayor 

Stombaugh said her recommendation is for Ginger Barkley.  
Councilman Raynor made the motion to appoint Ginger 
Barkley.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Riddagh.  
Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilmen Thornton, 
Riddagh, and Raynor voting for, Councilwoman White and 
Councilman Evans voting against, and Councilman DeFeo 
abstaining. 

 
C. Appointment of Vice-Mayor – Mayor Stombaugh said her 
appointment is Councilman Raynor.  Councilman Riddagh made the 
motion to accept Councilman Raynor as the Vice-Mayor.  Motion 
was seconded by Councilman DeFeo.  Motion passed with Mayor 
Stombaugh, Councilmen DeFeo, Riddagh, and Raynor voting for, and 
Councilwoman White, Councilmen Evans, and Thornton voting 
against.   
 
D. Appointment to Committees and Commissions – Mayor Stombaugh 
said the Business Development Committee was approved at the last 
meeting but she had said she was waiting for some additional 
names to come in.  She said we are trying to select people from 
different areas of the Town and another name has been 
recommended to her – Joe Thorn, with his business on the west 
side of Town.  Mayor Stombaugh said she would like to add Joe 
Thorn to the Business Development Committee.   
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Councilman Riddagh made the motion to recommend Joe Thorn to the 
Business Development Committee.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Raynor.  Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, 
Councilmen Evans, DeFeo, Thornton, Riddagh, and Raynor voting 
for, and Councilwoman White voting against. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said the next committee is the Charter 
Review Committee.  She said the appointments that she had asked 
for previously were Councilman William Raynor as Chairperson, 
Councilman Tony DeFeo, Al Kraft, Barbara Allsopp, and Regina 
Brown. 
 
 Councilman Riddagh made the motion to approve Mayor 
Stombaugh’s appointments to the Charter Review Committee.  
Motion was seconded by Councilman Raynor.  Motion failed with 
Mayor Stombaugh, Councilmen Riddagh, and Raynor voting for, and 
Councilwoman White, Councilmen Evans, DeFeo, and Thornton voting 
against.   
 
E. Approval/Award of Bids 

1. Monrovia Water Main Valves 
2. Belmont/Sunnyside Main Replacement - Mr. Hugg said he 
would like to discuss these tow (2) bids somewhat 
together.  He said Ryan Flickinger of KCI Technologies is 
here if there are any technical questions or if you want 
further elaboration.  Mr. Hugg said as he indicated these 
will be the first two (2) water projects of the six (6) 
projects approved and funded by the Drinking Water funds.  
He said they will also be the first two (2) projects that 
will have received an award by any municipality in 
Delaware.  Mr. Hugg said in retrospect we probably should 
not have tried to go with these first because they are 
not the straight forward, normal kind of project that is 
envisioned by the rest of the projects – the water main 
projects and what have you.  He said the Monrovia project 
involves inserting six (6) valve devices in a ten (10) 
inch water main that is live and in service at the time 
you are doing it.  Mr. Hugg said there are only a couple 
vendors out there who are capable of doing that work 
which automatically means you are not going to get quite 
the responsiveness that you would get from looking for 
somebody to go put a water main in South Street or 
someplace.  He said this project was actually bid twice – 
the first time through the bids were substantially higher 
than the ones in front of Council, and two (2) of the 
three (3) bidders were not compliant with the AARA 
requirements.  Mr. Hugg said the project was re-bid and 
the low bidder was George & Lynch.  He said they are a 
respectable company who has done work in Smyrna and 
elsewhere in the past.  Mr. Hugg said this base bid is 
higher than what we had originally estimated – in large 
part because the vendors who were available to do the 
hydro-stop valves gave us a much lower estimate than they 
actually bid when they were asked to put money on the 
table.  He said it is still a good project at $80,500.00.  
Mr. Hugg said we had included a deduct alternate which 
would drop three (3) of the six (6) valves out of the 
line.  He said quite frankly he would not recommend under 
building this project – he would rather invest a little 
extra money and do it right the first time.  Mr. Hugg 
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said we are recommending the Monrovia Water Valve bid be 
awarded to George & Lynch in the amount of $80,585.00. 
 
Mr. Hugg said the second project is water line 
replacement from Belmont Avenue to Sunnyside Road.  He 
said this serves a small number of houses that parallel 
the old Sunnyside Road where it comes out to Route 13.  
Mr. Hugg said when we estimated this project we 
originally were led to believe we would have to put a six 
(6) inch water line and a fire hydrant in this line.  He 
said subsequent discussions with the Office of Drinking 
Water and further engineering indicated that we did not 
have to do a six (6) inch water line open cut with at 
water main, and a two (2) inch underground bore without a 
water main is all that was required.  Mr. Hugg said that 
would reduce the engineer’s estimate to $64,000.00 - 
$65,000.00.  He said that is what was actually bid and as 
you can see the bids actually came in below that 
engineer’s estimate.  Mr. Hugg said they have reviewed 
the bids and recommend that the bid be awarded to Sprig 
Construction in the amount of $46,306.00. 
Councilwoman White made the motion to accept both of 
them.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Evans.  Motion 
passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, 
Councilmen Evans, DeFeo, Thornton, Riddagh, and Raynor 
voting for.       

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
A. Request for Sidewalk Waiver, 322 W. Cummins Street, 
English – Mr. Hugg said the Ordinance provides that in 
neighborhoods where there are not existing sidewalks and it 
is unlikely that there will be sidewalks constructed that 
with the recommendation of the Town Manger the Council can 
waive the sidewalk requirement that is part of our Ordinance 
for streets and roads.  He said this is a neighborhood that 
has no sidewalks on either side of the street and to require 
this developer to put in a sidewalk would basically be a walk 
from nowhere to nowhere so he recommends that we grant this 
waiver. 
 
Mayor Stombaugh asked if in the future there are sidewalks 
installed in that area will Mr. English be required to 
install sidewalks.  Mr. Hugg said the way our Ordinance reads 
is that if we go and do major street repairs for example to 
that street and as part of that process determine that we 
need curbs and sidewalks then all of the property owners 
affected would have to put in curbs and sidewalks.  
 
Councilwoman White made the motion to grant the sidewalk 
waiver.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Raynor.  Motion 
passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, Councilmen 
Evans, DeFeo, Thornton, Riddagh, and Raynor voting for.    
  
B. Refer to Planning & Zoning Commission – Ord. No. 003-
09, Appendix A, Zoning Ordinance, to Allow Church if Approved 
as a Conditional Use in Shopping Center District - Mr. Hugg 
said the shopping center in question is the Smyrna Mart 
Shopping Center.  He said a church has asked to use the 
portion of the property that at one time was the Delaware 
Fitness facility kind of behind the pizza place back in that 
corner.  Mr. Hugg said this would be a conditional use which 
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means that the underlying zoning would apply and the Planning 
& Zoning Commission could impose requirements on the nature 
of the activity, conditions if you will.  He said they could 
be hours of operation, outside storage, noise, lights, or 
what have you.  Mr. Hugg said what is before Council is a 
draft Ordinance that we are asking be sent to the Planning & 
Zoning Commission which would be the proper next step and 
then it would come back to Council for final consideration. 
 
Councilman Thornton made the motion that we refer to the 
Planning & Zoning Commission Ordinance No. 003-09, Appendix 
A, Zoning Ordinance, to allow church as a conditional use 
in the Shopping Center zoning district.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Riddagh.  Motion passed with Mayor 
Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, Councilmen Evans, DeFeo, 
Thornton, Riddagh, and Raynor voting for. 

 
OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 
  Mr. Hugg said in Council’s packets is a short little 
questionnaire.  He said we are just trying to get everyone’s 
information in one (1) sort of consistent form. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said she has been talking with Mr. Hugg and 
we are going to try to plan a Town meeting hopefully for 
somewhere around the end of July.  Mr. Hugg said that is 
probably a little too quick – with meeting notices and posting 
and what have you – but late July or early August.  Mayor 
Stombaugh said to watch the newspaper – we are going to try to 
start having Town meetings.  She said Council does want to hear 
what the citizens have to say. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Councilwoman White made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Riddagh.  Meeting was adjourned at          
8:28 p.m. by unanimous vote. 
 
 

___________________________________ 
          Council Secretary 
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