
MINUTES OF THE ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL 

May 4, 2009 
 

 
 The meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia A. 

Stombaugh at 7:30 p.m. Council members present were Memphis P. 

Evans, Valerie M. White, Lawrence O. Thornton, and William C. 

Raynor. 

 

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Police 

Chief Richard H. Baldwin Jr., and Recording Secretary Valerie L. 

Heritage. 

 

 Mayor Stombaugh asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain 

standing for a moment of silence.   

 

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA 

 

Councilwoman White made the motion to accept the agenda as 

presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Raynor.  Motion 

passed with Council members Evans, White, Thornton, Raynor, and 

Mayor Stombaugh voting for. 

 

REPORT OF THE ELECTION BOARD 

 

 Mr. Hugg said he would do it on behalf of the Election 

Board.  He said the Election Board has provided the results of 

the election conducted on April 27, 2009 and he read the results 

into the record – “Total number of voters who voted – 721; votes 

received for Mayor were: Gene A. Mullen – 122, William D. 

Pressley Sr. – 281, and Patricia A. Stombaugh – 318 with 

Patricia A. Stombaugh declared the winner; for Town Council for 

a three year term: Anthony DeFeo – 275, and Robert Riddagh – 405 

with Robert Riddagh declared the winner, and this is signed by 
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Duane Young as Chairman, Marian Bowers, Margaret Wagner, 

Patricia Musto, Linda Blow, Helen Miller, and Naomi Wayman as 

the Election Board – so certified.   

 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

 

 Visitors present were Daryl Jester, Janet Vinc, Anthony 

DeFeo, Mary DeFeo, Seth Clevenger, Doug Chervenak, Duane R. 

Young, Kathy Young, Jim Strong, Jeff Flairty, Gary Stulir, James 

Harkins, Marian Bower, Nelson Rinker, Gene Mullen, Art Ricker, 

Jaci Hugg, Nancy Jones, Bob Wilson, Wilbert Bordley, J.C. 

Francis, and Joe Wilson.  

  

 Mayor Stombaugh stated this portion of the meeting is open 

to the public.  She said we invite you to step up to the 

microphone; it is being recorded so you need to give your name 

and address, and you have three minutes to address Council.  

Mayor Stombaugh said Council is not obligated to give an answer 

tonight; we may have to refer your subject to a staff member or 

to a committee.  Mayor Stombaugh asked if anyone would like to 

step forward and address Council.   

 

 Doug Chervenak, 560 Kates Way, Smyrna came forward to 

speak.  Dr. Chervenak said as a physician in town he is 

concerned about people’s health, as an aggregate community he is 

concerned with the direction this community is going.  He said 

Mr. Raynor’s letters are not helpful to this community.  Dr. 

Chervenak said we need constructive criticism and not arrogant 

sarcasm.  He said when people’s behavior is such a way that it 

does not help themselves or help the community his role is to 

comment on that.  Dr. Chervenak said as former chairman of the 

Charter Review Committee he was very interested in his 

activities and he guesses nothing is going to be reported before 
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this legislative session closes.  He said that is important – 

our Charter is antiquated and needs review and he is encouraging 

the Council to act on that.  Dr. Chervenak said his other 

suggestion is that we leave personal comments to Council 

meetings or to Executive Sessions.  He said productive behavior 

among individuals comes from respecting one another’s opinion.  

Dr. Chervenak said he implores the Council to respect one 

another and to not publicize your opinion in such a way as to be 

so negative – you have every right to publicize your opinion but 

to not be so negative as to denigrate your opinion. 

 

 Jim Strong, 829 Fayette Road, Smyrna came forward to speak.  

Mr. Strong said he has lived here for the last four years.  He 

said he appreciates Councilman Raynor’s comments in the Smyrna-

Clayton Sun Times.  Mr. Strong said he does not always say 

things that he agrees with but he likes the fact that there are 

opinions expressed in the paper and so forth.  He said he does 

not want a bunch of yes men or yes people on Town Council.  Mr. 

Strong said he likes the diversity of views and those view 

expressed.  He said he is sorry if it offends certain people but 

in comes with the turf if you take a position on Council.  

 

 Mayor Stombaugh asked if anyone else would like to come 

forward to speak.  No one came forward. 

 

 

 Mayor Stombaugh said we will now close this portion of the 

meeting and re-open the organizational meeting. 

          

A. Swearing-Ceremony  

 

1. For Mayor – Judge Vaughn proceeded with the swearing-in of 
Mayor Patricia A. Stombaugh.   
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2. For Councilperson – Judge Vaughn proceeded with the 

swearing-in of Robert Riddagh for the office of Councilman, 

and then with the swearing-in of Councilwoman Valerie M. 

White.  

 

B. Council Appointments 

 

1. Vice Mayor – Mayor Stombaugh said every year it is a very 
difficult decision.  She said the past two years she went with 

tradition, she tried to compromise to show people she was 

willing to compromise.  Mayor Stombaugh said this year she 

decided to not go with tradition and she would like to ask 

Councilman Raynor to be her Vice Mayor.  Councilman Raynor 

accepted.  

  

2. Council Secretary – Mayor Stombaugh said Councilwoman White 
was our Council Secretary last year and Mayor Stombaugh 

thought she did an excellent job so she would like to ask 

Councilwoman White to continue to be Council Secretary.  

Councilwoman.  Councilwoman White said she could not.  Mayor 

Stombaugh then asked Councilman Riddagh to serve as Council 

Secretary.  Councilman Riddagh accepted.  

  

3. Recording Secretary – Mayor Stombaugh asked Ms. Heritage if 
she would continue to serve as Recording Secretary.  Ms. 

Heritage said yes she would continue.   

 

  Councilman Riddagh made the motion to appoint 

Councilman Raynor as Vice Mayor, Councilman Riddagh as Council 

Secretary, and Ms. Heritage as Recording Secretary.  Motion 

was seconded by Councilman Raynor.  Motion failed with Mayor 

Stombaugh, Councilmen Riddagh, and Raynor voting for and 
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Councilwoman White, Councilmen Evans, and Thornton voting 

against. 

 

  Councilman Thornton suggested voting on them 

separately.   

 

  Mayor Stombaugh asked where Mr. Jaywork was.  Mr. Hugg 

said he would be here for the Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m.  

Mayor Stombaugh asked if this could be put off until then.  

Mr. Hugg suggested they be tabled until the regular meeting.  

He said the Recording Secretary could be done separately.  

 

  Councilman Thornton made the motion to appoint Ms. 

Heritage as the Recording Secretary.  Motion was seconded by 

Councilman Raynor.  Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, 

Councilwoman White, Councilmen Evans, Thornton, Riddagh, and 

Raynor voting for. 

 

  Councilman Raynor made the motion to table the 

appointment of the Vice Mayor and the Council Secretary until 

the regular meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman 

White.  Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman 

White, Councilmen Evans, Riddagh, and Raynor voting for, and 

Councilman Thornton voting against. 

  

4. Set Time and Place for Council Meetings – Mayor Stombaugh 

said previously the time was set for 7:30 p.m. on the first 

and third Monday, except for legal holidays when the meeting 

would be held on the following night which was a Tuesday 

night. 

 

  Councilwoman White made the motion to set the time and 

place for the Council meetings for 7:30 p.m. on the first and 
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third Mondays, except for legal holidays when the meeting 

would be held on the following night which would be a Tuesday 

night.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Thornton.  Motion 

passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, Councilmen 

Evans, Thornton, Riddagh, and Raynor voting for. 

   

C. Authorized Signatures for Bank Accounts – Mayor Stombaugh 

said there is a list that goes from A through R.  Mr. Hugg said 

normally Council would vote on these as a group unless there is 

one or more that someone has a concern with.   

 

 Councilman Raynor made the motion to authorize the 

signatures for the bank accounts as stated.  Motion was seconded 

by Councilman Riddagh.  Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, 

Councilwoman White, Councilmen Evans, Thornton, Riddagh, and 

Raynor voting for. 

 
                  OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

 Mayor Stombaugh asked if there was any other Council 

business.  There was none. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Councilwoman White made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was 

seconded by Councilman Thornton.  Meeting was adjourned at     

7:08 p.m. by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 
          Council Secretary 
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