
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING AND MEETING 
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL 
February 2, 2009 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

 The regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Stombaugh 

at 7:30 p.m. Council members present were Valerie M. White, 

William D. Pressley Sr., Lawrence O. Thornton, William C. 

Raynor, and Gene A. Mullen. 

 

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Police 

Chief Richard H. Baldwin Jr., Attorney Erika Schrader, and 

Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage. 

 

 Mayor Stombaugh asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of 

Allegiance which was led by Alexander Pawlick from Troop #239 

who is working on his citizens in the community merit badge.  

Mayor Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain standing for a 

moment of silence. 

 

 Mayor Stombaugh stated Councilman Evans is excused tonight. 

  

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA 

 

Councilman Mullen made the motion to accept the agenda as 

presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman White.  Motion 

passed with Council members White, Pressley, Thornton, Mullen, 

and Raynor, and Mayor Stombaugh voting for. 

 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

 Councilman Pressley made the motion to approve the minutes 
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of January 20, 2009.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Mullen.  

Councilman Thornton said he wanted to compliment Ms. Heritage on 

the very good set of minutes; it is very extensive – thank you.  

Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman White, 

Councilmen Pressley, Thornton, Mullen, and Raynor voting for.   

 

REPORTS 

 

A. Bills and Financial Statement – Mr. Hugg stated the only 

financial item in Council’s packets is the bank balances as of 

January 30, 2009.  He said we are working on the year-end close-

out and hopefully will have the first draft of the 2008 end of 

year report before the Finance Committee meeting next week.   

 

B. Presiding Officer – Ms. Stombaugh said she had nothing 

tonight. 

 
C. Town Attorney – Ms. Schrader sated she did not have a 

report tonight.  

 
D. Police Chief – Chief Baldwin stated in Council’s packets is 

his written report which includes their annual report.  He said 

he wanted to point out that they received a number of calls from 

people relating to people being on the ice on Lake Como.  Chief 

Baldwin said it has been our policy in the past that we do not 

get involved with that because there are no town ordinances 

prohibiting that.  He said he did check with Mr. Jaywork, our 

town solicitor, to make sure nothing had changed as far as our 

policy regarding that.  Chief Baldwin said we do not enforce it 

because we cannot enforce it.  He said he does want to emphasize 

to folks that if they see somebody who is in trouble obviously 

they want to call, but he can guarantee that if he had a six or 
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seven year old child and they were playing on the ice near the 

spillway or something like that that child would be in trouble 

in his mind.  Chief Baldwin said he would encourage people to 

call, but we have to be careful because there are no laws that 

are being violated but we do want to do what we can to ensure 

the safety of the children.      

 
E. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg said Council has his report on the 

desk and he apologized that both his report and the Chief’s 

report, which by the way was on time Friday but his trusty staff 

got the packets out early so it did not get included in the 

packets.  He said his report was late and he apologized for 

that.  Mr. Hugg said there were a couple of things he wanted to 

call Council’s attention to.  He said the town successfully sold 

211 and 213 East Commerce Street; these are two properties that 

we have been struggling to get something done with them.  Mr. 

Hugg said unfortunately the Taggart property which is the third 

property was not sold at the Sheriff’s Sale last week.  He said 

Mr. Taggart filed bankruptcy and that stopped the proceeding so 

we are now figuring out what our next steps are including more 

aggressive enforcement of the building maintenance and dangerous 

building provisions.  Mr. Hugg said the other thing he wanted to 

call Council’s attention to which is also on Council’s desk is a 

brief memo, a list, and a package of information called client 

alert about the House and Senate – this one is actually about 

the House.  He said the stimulus package is being considered in 

Washington.  Mr. Hugg said even though we have received very 

little in the way of guidance, no application guidelines, and a 

lot of conflicting reports as to what the funds can and may be 

approved for.  He said we elected to submit a list of projects 

and the short form applications that DNREC and Office of 

Drinking Water use to ensure that potential projects in Smyrna 
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are at least on the list.  Mr. Hugg said once we know the list 

and how it is going to work and how the list actually is.  He 

said all of the projects we have submitted or will be submitting 

are water and sewer projects.  Mr. Hugg said many of them are 

upgrades to pump stations, controls, filters, sewer replacements 

which should qualify for at least the water and wastewater 

blocks of the stimulus package.  He said we are not sure of what 

the procedure will be for any town roads; we have a couple that 

we are ready to submit if and when DelDOT lets us know what the 

process is.  Mr. Hugg said he gave Council the client alert from 

the Ferguson Group, which is a Washington local government lobby 

group.  He said it is probably the most definitive analysis of 

the House leadership’s proposal that he has seen and the only 

one that is actually out there on the website that you can get 

to and see the details.  Mr. Hugg said we are going to continue 

to pursue projects, and he wanted to remind Council that by 

pursuing them we do not commit ourselves to take the money, we 

do not commit ourselves to even finalize the application, but if 

we are not in the pot we will not be considered for either loans 

or grants out of the stimulus package.  He said this will be 

discussed tomorrow night at the Utility Committee meeting. 

 

Councilman Pressley said in the newspaper it made it look 

like it was only for cities like the City of Wilmington. 

 

Mr. Hugg said there is a concern that these projects, at 

least on the drinking water side, they are going through the 

Office of Drinking Water, and on the wastewater side they are 

going through DNREC, and both of them have long established 

lists of projects they have not been able to fund – there is a 

concern that if they simply pick-up those lists the money will 
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go to Wilmington.  He said we are trying hard with the 

assistance of staff and those two agencies and a lot of help 

from Senator Carper’s office to be in the forefront of this 

process and at least be at the table when they ultimately make 

their decisions.    

 

F. Committees – Councilman Pressley said the Business 

Development Committee will meet on Thursday, February 5, 2009, 

downstairs in the conference room at 8:30 a.m.  He said we had 

to cancel the Personnel Committee meeting for this month due to 

a lack of agenda items.  Councilman Pressley said the next one 

will be held in March. 

 

Mayor Stombaugh asked how Rick Ferrell was doing.  

Councilman Pressley said he will be at the Business Development 

meeting on Thursday – he has been to every meeting since he was 

hired.  He said Mr. Ferrell is in the process; he gave a 

progress report and is hoping by this meeting or the next 

meeting to have everything put together.   

 

Councilman Mullen said the Utility Committee, as Mr. Hugg 

said, meets this Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. downstairs in the 

conference room.  He said the meetings are the first Wednesday 

of every month.  Mr. Hugg said this month it will be on Tuesday 

since that is how it was posted.  Councilman Mullen stated the 

Finance Committee meets next Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. downstairs in 

the conference room. 

 

Mr. Hugg stated there will be a Charter Review Committee 

meeting tomorrow at 5:30 p.m. downstairs. 
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Mayor Stombaugh stated there will be a Public Safety 

Committee meeting a week from Thursday.   

  

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

 

 Visitors present were Jim Veit, Daryl Jester, Jen Merrill, 

Larry & Mary Koehler, W. Burns, Carl Helton, Ben Kuntz, Ann 

Henning, Jerry Henning, Quentin Schlieder, Jeff Flairty, Natalie 

Bentz, Janet McClure, Ilia Pope, Alvin Pope, Lois & David 

Bowers, Seth Clevenger, Bob Wilson, Cheryl Thornton, Regina 

Brown, and Mary Ellen Volpa.   

  

 Mayor Stombaugh stated this portion of the meeting we open 

to visitors.  She said tonight we have a special presentation 

from the Smyrna Library Guild. 

 

A. Presentation by Smyrna Library Guild -  Jennifer Merrill, 

member of the Board of Directors for the Smyrna Library Guild, 

came forward to give the presentation.  Ms. Merrill said the 

purpose tonight is to introduce everyone to what they are doing 

and where they hope to go with this.  She said they know 

building a new library is not a new idea and this is a really 

long term project, especially now with the economy and 

everything else but it is time to get started and that is what 

they are hoping to do – build for the future.  Ms. Merrill said 

if anyone has any questions she is hoping either she or there 

are a number of members of the Board present or even Mr. Hugg 

may be able to answer and to just stop her.   

 

 Ms. Merrill said the Smyrna Library Guild has been working 

on getting their act together – getting formed.  She said first 
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of all the town has a Long Range Planning Committee for the 

Library to look at needs assessments and to try to plan for the 

future and see what needs to change about the town’s library.  

Ms. Merrill said the Guild was formed in response to a request 

by the Long Range Planning Committee of the town and one of the 

reasons for that is the town’s committee cannot accept donations 

on behalf of the library.  She said the Smyrna Public Library 

Guild is actually replacing the old Friends of the Library so 

they can raise funds, write grants, and do that sort of 

fundraising that the town’s committee cannot do.  Ms. Merrill 

said the membership of this organization is dedicated to the 

preservation and enhancement of the Smyrna Public Library and to 

serve as an advocate for the Library.  She said a community with 

a great library is a great community.  Ms. Merrill stated the 

Library Guild shall work to increase awareness of the public 

library, solicit individual and philanthropic contributions to 

support the library, seek grants, loans and memorial donations, 

and provide volunteer services to augment the library staff 

including coordination that they may not have time to do.  She 

said it is her understanding the library staff is very taxed for 

time right now and if we can find a way to balance our resources 

and join them with other libraries in the region and in the 

state that might be something worth pursuing and some value that 

we can add to what the town is putting into the town library.  

Ms. Merrill said their Board of Directors consists of Ann 

Henning who is the President; Dr. Chervenak, Julia Fletcher, 

Ginger Flairty, and Cheryl Thornton; Mary Turner and herself.  

Ms. Merrill said they are looking at serving not just the 10,000 

folks that live in town, but the actually about the 30,000 

people that live in the Smyrna School District.  She said if you 

look at who comes to the library it is not just people from in 
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town, it is people from outside the town and all over.  Ms. 

Merrill said using the 2000 census – this is information you 

probably already know – median income in the Smyrna area was 

about $36,000.00; 7.9% of families and 10% of the population 

were below the poverty line, including 14% of the 7.9% were 

under the age of 18 and that is a group especially they are 

looking at targeting.  She said there are a lot of folks in town 

who use the library for their only access to computer services, 

the only place they have to go to access on the internet, to 

work on their resume, and to print out copies of their resume to 

apply for jobs so this is one of the things they are trying to 

get a handle on is how hard the library works to serve that 

population in our community.  Ms. Merrill said average owner 

occupied home value of about $98,000.00 – again this was in 

2000.  She said you are aware of the recent growth in Smyrna, 

from somewhere around 6,000 people in 2000 and now we are up to 

about 10,000 as of 2008 so that is some of the strong growth 

that we have seen, and also in the school district.  Ms. Merrill 

said if you look at the school district numbers there is nothing 

suggesting, and granted this is going out to 2030 – who knows 

how much room for error there is in those numbers – there is 

nothing that indicates the school population will go down; we 

are going to see more and more kids and more young families.  

She said one of the first things they are going to have to do if 

we are looking at building a new library is complete a needs 

assessment.  Ms. Merrill stated the State requires there be a 

needs assessment that shows the town actually would need a new 

library, and that was completed – the sitting Council approved 

the funds to pay for that contractual work – the group George, 

Miles, and Buhr completed it.  She stated that part of their 

solicitation for information included a community meeting that 
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they held, and they also wrote up some surveys and circulated 

them and collected them.  Ms. Merrill said they were circulated 

at the circulation desk, at some of the community events that we 

had at that time, and also we went ahead and printed it in the 

local Smyrna-Clayton Sun Times to go ahead and get a very broad 

brush to see what people had for ideas for what we would need 

for a new library.  She said the current library facility serves 

the school district area; the annual operating budget was at 

$220,000.00 - this she knows has changed.  Ms. Merrill said 

about $160,000.00 from the town and another $60,000.00 from the 

state so it is largely a town funded operation.  She said right 

now the facility resources include 4,900 square feet and one 

thing that is important to note about that number is that 

approximately half of that space is in the cellar which is 

accessible by an external elevator where you have to go into the 

opera house, you have to take a library staff person with you to 

even get down there.  Ms. Merrill said she is not even sure what 

there is for fire exits and such.  She said it is very hard to 

get to and parts of it are inaccessible, not ADA compliant 

including the bathrooms.  Ms. Merrill stated there are six 

computers for public use on the internet, and her understanding 

from Ms. Hirt who is the Town Librarian is that a lot of times 

there are many people waiting for those six computers that are 

on the internet and one of Ms. Hirt’s recent adaptations was to 

take some older computers and set them up with word processing 

software where they are not even hooked up to the internet 

because people are so desperate for some place to work on their 

resumes to look for jobs that they are using these not even 

internet accessible computers.  Ms. Merrill said circulation 

history – remember how since 2000 we have seen an increase from 

about 6,000 to 10,000 people – you have also seen an increase in 
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the circulation history of the library.  She said if you go on 

the internet you can find a number of articles that talk about 

in tough economic times how the library business booms because 

people are not going to Barnes & Noble and buying $15.00 hard 

covers, they are not sinking a lot of money into periodicals 

right now because they are going to the library and accessing 

them for free.  Ms. Merrill said for instance in 2007 

circulation was about 40,000 volumes and it was dominated by 

juvenile checkouts, the program attendance was also dominated by 

children’s programs and one of the reasons for that is on 

Fridays they have two sessions of the children’s programs and on 

Wednesday they have one for the little kids and in 2007 they had 

a lot more children’s programs than they did adult programs.  

She said there were a whole host of suggestions for a new 

library and things to keep in mind: improved reference area – 

the reference area right now is primarily down in the cellar; 

more PC stations – Wi-Fi access would make sense and also be 

cost effective; one of the things they saw in the survey over 

and over was a request for a separate area for teens and for 

kids so the kids can learn how to behave in a library and they 

are not interfering with the adults who are either working on 

their resumes or trying to read and get work done; an expanded 

circulation desk – if you have ever been in there during some of 

their busier times you cannot even move; and additional tables 

and public seating; multi-use public spaces are something we may 

want to consider in developing a new library; places for group 

studying; tutoring space is important right now – the kids that 

go after school go down to the cellar with the tutor and they 

try to find little corners where they can be a little quiet so 

six other kids can be down there at the same time; a delivery 

entrance would help the staff and keep some of that out of the 



Mayor and Council       Page 11 of 20      February 2, 2009 
  
way and out of the traffic flow area; and one of the other 

important things – Ms. Hirt has told them that one of the things 

they are doing now is culling the books and getting rid of a lot 

of books because they literally do not have places to shelve 

them anymore.  Ms. Merrill said George, Miles, and Buhr – her 

understanding is that Council did receive copies of the needs 

assessment a couple of months ago – actually wrote it out for 

2020 and 2040 – they did two projections and they decided to go 

with the shorter time line that was smaller and had a lower 

price tag.  She said George, Miles, and Buhr were figuring we 

need to have about a 25,000 square foot library and about 60 

parking spaces.  Ms. Merrill said something else that came out 

of the surveys was overwhelmingly people wanted the library to 

stay downtown so we are going to have to look at sites and do 

site evaluations and see if there is something in town that 

could be rehabilitated, something that could be redeveloped, or 

something that could be built new somewhere downtown.  Ms. 

Merrill said the estimated cost is approximately $7,500,000.00 

which depends on whether the space is finished or unfinished, 

expandable, etc...  She said they have incorporated and they are 

filing for tax exempt status, the Board of Directors is in 

place, they have a fundraising and public relations committee, 

they have their accounts all going – they have received some 

seed money to get things started, and they have gotten the 

results of the needs assessment.  Ms. Merrill said a group of 

them along with Ms. Hirt and Mr. Hugg, represented Smyrna at the 

Delaware Library Commission and secured the promise of funding 

in 2010 for State matching funds that if we can get going and if 

we can actually raise half of the money they would look at 

putting us in for bond money in 2010.  Ms. Merrill said that is 

not a lot of time – it may be a bit optimistic but for now she 
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thinks that is great.  She said so far they have received 

funding from the Smyrna-Clayton Rotary Club and we give them 

many thanks, and also the First National Bank of Wyoming.  Ms. 

Merrill said they are hoping people will join them and support 

them and sort of help them see this thing through. 

 

 Ms. Merrill asked if there were any questions from Council.  

Councilman Pressley said good job.   

 

 Mayor Stombaugh stated the next portion of the meeting is 

open to the public.  She said if you would like to step up to 

the microphone, it is being recorded so we ask that you give 

your name and address and you have three minutes to address 

Council – Council is not obligated to answer tonight, we may 

have to refer it to staff member or a committee.  Mayor 

Stombaugh asked if anyone would like to step forward and address 

Council.  Quentin Schleider, 36 South Main Street, Smyrna came 

forward to speak.  Mr. Schleider stated he thinks the Guild 

makes a very compelling argument for a new library facility.  He 

said he would like to point out that the downtown location is 

very important on a number of issues – first of all, the 

library, going back to 1850, has roots in the Historic District 

and it would be a shame to see those lost.  Mr. Schleider said 

given the town’s investment the streetscape program and the hope 

that that will result in some economic revitalization of the 

Historic District he thinks that if one does some research as he 

has done – he googled public library as an anchor in downtown 

revitalization and he got 145,000 hits.  He said obviously he 

did not bring them all tonight to share with everyone.  Mr. 

Schleider said they all come from planning organizations as well 

as library organizations.  He said the Planning Commission 
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Journal for example says “Experts of downtown development and 

commercial revitalization say public buildings are important 

both socially and economically.  A typical public library draws 

500 to 1,500 people a day says Robert Gibbs of the Gibbs 

Planning Group in Birmingham, Michigan.  That is close to the 

draw of a small department store.  A typical town hall draws 200 

to 500 people a day.  Those people help enliven the sidewalks 

and put money in the cash registers of nearby stores and 

restaurants.  In addition Gibbs says public buildings add to the 

authenticity of a town.  They make it less of a shopping center 

and more of a town center.  The project for public spaces had 

several towns that they showcased that indicate a joint effort 

of the public and private sector strengthen the library’s roll 

as a city gathering place and is a stimulus for downtown 

revival.”  Ms. Schleider stated the Library Journal says “As in 

many cities Nashville’s downtown had stagnated, said Nicely, but 

the library’s presence bodes well for the future of the cities’ 

downtown area and continues to pull in much needed retail and 

residential development and investment.”  Mr. Schleider said the 

Seattle Library did a benefits analysis and it concluded “The 

library increases the livability of the downtown.  The increased 

number of library visitors contribute to the downtown vitality 

and vibrancy, and developers and marketers are already using the 

library to promote their properties.”  Mr. Schleider stated 

Public Life Advocate again says “…development; certainly every 

project cannot locate downtown but all major public buildings or 

offices should.  Every time a post office, police station, 

social security office leaves downtown it pulls customers from 

the restaurants, gift shops, pharmacies and newsstands.  The new 

public library would have been a fabulous action downtown.”  Mr. 

Schleider said they obviously did not put theirs downtown.  He 
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said closer to home he knows that they had a presentation by 

Hyatt Palma.  He said the 2006 strategy for Dover said the 

library “…the city is planning to expand the current Dover 

Library which had a door count of approximately 218,000 people 

in 2005 to the 52,000 square foot facility.  The new expanded 

library facility should most definitely be located in downtown.  

The current post office site in that case was being considered – 

would allow the library to continue to be easily accessible by 

the county residents and would reinforce the community’s efforts 

to make downtown a point of convergence for all its residents.”  

Mr. Schleider said he cannot express enough how important it is 

that that facility, if possible, be downtown.  He said it will 

certainly strengthen your other investments and what you are 

doing to revitalize that area. 

 

 Mayor Stombaugh asked if anyone else would like to step 

forward.  Ginger Flairty, 131 West South Street, Smyrna came 

forward to speak.  Mrs. Flairty said she had a question for all 

of Council and the audience.  She said they did not have to 

answer if they did not want to and it is a raise your hand type 

of question.  Mrs. Flairty asked if you are for economic 

development in Smyrna raise your hand; if you are for preschool 

literacy in Smyrna raise your hand; if you are for higher 

education in Smyrna raise your hand; and if you are for a more 

professional workforce in Smyrna raise your hand.  She said okay 

so a lot of us seem to agree that things like a library, a 

bigger, better library might help in a lot of these areas.  Mrs. 

Flairty said that is not her words that is the words of some 

current Delaware news articles that she has for each member of 

Council.  She said in addition if every member of Council would 

take out a pen or pencil and write these numbers down – the 
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first is 6,395, the second number is 40,764.  Mrs. Flairty said 

these two numbers are important because they are from the 

attendance sheet at our Smyrna Public Library.  She said the 

first six months of 2001 we had 6,395 people bless our library 

and in the first six months of 2008 there were 40,764 people 

that used our library.  Mrs. Flairty said they actually have a 

counter on the door and they divided by two because they are 

accurate because they are library type people.  She asked for 

everyone to please support expanding and making our library 

bigger and better. 

 

 Mayor Stombaugh asked if anyone else would like to step 

forward.  No one came forward.  

 

 Mayor Stombaugh said seeing no one step forward we will 

close that portion of the meeting and open the regular Council 

meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

 

A. Third Reading, Ord. No. 010-08, Knox Box (tabled from 

November 17, 2008) – Mayor Stombaugh stated this is still 

tabled.  She said at the next Public Safety Committee meeting 

next Thursday night there will be a meeting between the Board of 

Pharmacy and the fire company.  Mayor Stombaugh said hopefully 

they can get this discussed and finalize it at the next meeting.  

 

B. Third Reading, Ord. No. 013-08, Adjust Mobile Home 

Placement Fee – Mr. Hugg said this is the ordinance that we 

considered in December and then revisited the second meeting in 

January after some discussion with the folks who would be 
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primarily affected by this change.  He said this recommendation 

did come through the Finance Committee and is now ready for the 

third and final reading if Council is so inclined.  Mr. Hugg 

said this action would be adopting the ordinance which would be 

effective for any new permits issued beginning December 2009.  

He said it is his understanding that the folks in Bon Ayre are 

comfortable with this. 

 

Councilman Mullen made the motion to consider this the 

third and final reading of Ordinance #013-08.  Motion was 

seconded by Councilman Raynor.  Motion passed with Mayor 

Stombaugh, Council members White, Pressley, Thornton, Mullen, 

and Raynor voting for.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Senior Citizen Tax Exemption for 2009 – Mr. Hugg explained 

they considered this item at the last Council meeting.  He said 

this is the time of the year when Council is required to set the 

amount of the exemption from the property tax and the income 

thresholds to be applied for senior citizen tax exemptions.  Mr. 

Hugg said he gave Council a memo which is in Council’s packets – 

in 2008 Council did agree to increase the income amount for a 

single property owner from $18,000.00 to $24,000.00, and for a 

couple from $24,000.00 to $30,000.00.  He said Council did keep 

the exemption at the first $30,000.00 of assessed value.  Mr. 

Hugg said for our purposes we only exempt Social Security and 

Railroad pensions.  He said each year when this topic comes up 

there is some discussion about consideration of other possible 

kinds of income that would fall into the category of retirement, 

pension or military disability with military disability being 
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the one that Council has heard about a couple of times.  Mr. 

Hugg said it is his understanding that Kent County does allow 

consideration of military disability income as a form of income 

that can be excluded.  He said Council also has never indexed 

these amounts choosing instead to examine them every couple of 

years and set either the same rate or to increase the rate.  Mr. 

Hugg said at the last Council meeting there was some indication 

from Council that they would at least like to know what an 

indexed amount would look like and if it were done based on the 

CPI, which would be the October 2008 CPI for the Philadelphia 

Region, the increase would be 2.8% so he gave Council those 

calculations.  He said it is staff’s recommendation that Council 

approve the 2008 amounts – both the income amounts and the 

assessed value amounts at the 2008 levels and not make any 

adjustments to them for 2009.  Mr. Hugg said he does need 

Council to give some direction on this.  He said staff will send 

letters out to all those people who previously applied and also 

put an ad in the paper reminding them that this provision is 

available and giving them a due date to file their information.   

 

Councilman Pressley asked if we could make some phone calls 

as well.  Mr. Hugg said we have run into that in past years and 

if Council knows of an individual or individuals that we need to 

contact directly we would be glad to do that.  Councilman 

Pressley clarified that staff is asking the Council leave the 

rates at the 2008 levels.  Mr. Hugg stated yes but that is 

clearly up to Council.  Councilman Pressley said to get back to 

the disability – the gentleman is still working on it and 

Councilman Pressley told him when he got it together to bring it 

to Council.  Councilman Pressley stated they may have to look at 

it for next year, but to go ahead and get it together. 
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Councilman Pressley made the motion to set the senior tax 

exemption for 2009 at the rate of 2008.  Motion was seconded by 

Councilwoman White.  Motion passed with Council Mayor Stombaugh, 

Council members White, Pressley, Thornton, and Raynor voting for 

and Councilman Mullen voting against. 

 

B. Add Joseph Richichi to the Business Development Committee – 

Mayor Stombaugh explained that Rick Burritt resigned from the 

Business Development Committee.  Mayor Stombaugh asked Mr. Hugg 

if they could have a resolution for Mr. Burritt at the next 

meeting.  Mr. Hugg said yes. 

 

 Councilman Pressley explained Mr. Richichi is the Vice 

President of Operations and Business Development for Christiana 

Care and he has been very involved with our business development 

since Christiana Care first came.  He said right before 

Christmas Mr. Burritt had asked that he be removed from the 

committee because he had other things to do and most of the 

committee members suggest asking Mr. Richichi to come on board.  

Councilman Pressley said they asked and he said he would be 

delighted to join them. 

 

 Mayor Stombaugh stated it is her recommendation to add 

Joseph Richichi to the Business Development Committee. 

 

 Councilman Mullen made the motion to add Joseph Richichi to 

the Business Development Committee.  Motion was seconded by 

Councilman Thornton.  Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, 

Council members White, Pressley, Thornton, Mullen, and Raynor 

voting for. 
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C. Consider Changing Direction of Lincoln Street - Mr. Hugg 

explained that on the table tonight is a request from Carl 

Helton who has discussed with the Chief of Police the 

possibility of changing the traffic flow on Lincoln Street.  He 

said Lincoln Street is now a one way street – southbound – and 

Mr. Helton has suggested it be one way northbound.  Mr. Hugg 

said he would like to recommend to Council that this be referred 

to the Public Safety Committee for their evaluation. 

 

 Councilwoman White made the motion to send this to the 

Public Safety Committee.  Motion was seconded by Councilman 

Mullen.  Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Council members 

White, Pressley, Thornton, Mullen, and Raynor voting for.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

 Mayor Stombaugh stated this is an executive session to 

discuss a personnel matter where individual qualifications and 

performance may be discussed.   

 

 Councilman Thornton made the motion to go into executive 

session to consider a personnel matter where individual 

qualifications and performance may be discussed.  Motion was 

seconded by Councilman Mullen.  Council went into executive 

session at 8:12 p.m. 

 

 Councilwoman White made the motion to come out of executive 

session at 8:20 p.m.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Mullen.  

Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Council members White, 

Pressley, Thornton, Mullen, and Raynor voting for.    
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 Councilman Raynor made the motion according to the Charter 

that they notify the Town Manager that they will be 

renegotiating his contract upon expiration of his this year.  

Motion was seconded by Councilman Pressley. 

 

 Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, Council members White, 

Pressley, Thornton, Mullen, and Raynor voting for.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Councilman Thornton made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was 

seconded by Councilman Mullen.  Meeting was adjourned at 

8:24p.m. by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 
          Council Secretary 
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