
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL 
December 20, 2010 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 The meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia A. 
Stombaugh at 6:45 p.m. Council members present were Regina I. 
Brown, Valerie M. White, Robert M. Novotny, William C. Raynor, 
Robert Riddagh, and Anthony H. DeFeo. 
  

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Captain 
Wilbert Bordley, Attorney John Terence Jaywork, and Recording 
Secretary Valerie L. Heritage. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Councilman Novotny made the motion to go into executive 

session to consider applicants for the police chief position 
under 29 Del. C. 10004(b)(1).  Motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.  Council went into 
executive session at 6:46 p.m. 

 
Council came out of executive session at 7:43 p.m. 
 

RETURN TO REGULAR MEETING 
 
Mayor Stombaugh introduced Boy Scout Troop #135; they led 

the Pledge of Allegiance, and then recited the Boy Scout Oath.  
Mayor Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain standing for a 
moment of silence.  

 
Mayor Stombaugh asked the scout master to come forward.  

Rich Johnson, Scout Master of Troop #135, came forward to speak.  
Mr. Johnson said Troop #135 is Smyrna’s only Boy Scout troop and 
they are honored to be able to be here tonight and lead the 
ceremony.  He said this exercise of attending a Council meeting 
is a requirement in one of their merit badges – Citizenship of 
the Community.     
            

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA 
 

Mayor Stombaugh asked if there were any additions or 
deletions to the published agenda.  Mr. Hugg said asked that 
item 10(a) be tabled until the January 3, 2011 meeting. 

 
Mayor Stombaugh asked if there were any other additions or 

deletions to the published agenda.  There were none. 



Mayor and Council       Page 2 of 7      December 20, 2010 
  

Councilman Raynor made the motion to accept the agenda as 
amended.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo and carried 
unanimously.   

 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if there were any additions or 
deletions to the minutes of October 4, 2010.  There were none.   
 
 Councilman DeFeo made the motion to accept the minutes of 
October 4, 2010 as presented.  Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Raynor and carried unanimously.   
  

REPORTS 
 
A. Bills & Financial Statement – Mr. Hugg said he had no 
information to provide this evening. 
 
B. Presiding Officer – Mayor Stombaugh said she would like to 
thank the town employees and the staff for all of their hard 
work this year for coming in under the budget and for working 
with us so hard to have a balanced budget for the coming year.  
She said she would also like to thank Council for their support 
and help over this past year. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said she received an email from Alan 
Greenwell who heads up the Memorial Day program and he is 
working on this year’s program.  She said Mr. Greenwell has 
asked – there is a form that the military asks to be filled out, 
and they ask for the support of the local government, so before 
Mr. Greenwell will submit the form he would like to ask for the 
support of the Smyrna Town Council and Clayton Town Council.  
Mayor Stombaugh asked for a motion.  Councilman Novotny made the 
motion that the Smyrna Council supports the Marine Corps Silent 
Drill Team and their demonstration on the Sunday before Memorial 
Day.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Riddagh and carried 
unanimously.  
  
C. Town Attorney – Mr. Jaywork said he had nothing to report 
other than to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
Holiday. 
  
D. Police Chief – Captain Bordley said he wanted to report 
about the fine apprehension that our police officers made of a 
homicide suspect wanted by the Marshals Office, in cooperation 
with the Philadelphia Police Department.  He said he also wanted 
to bring the COPS grant to Council’s attention – in the next 
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quarter we will have to put out status in as far as the 
officers, so please review your packet; and have a good holiday.  
 
 Councilman Raynor said he would like to make a comment – 
when you make your quarterly report you might want to consider 
putting a notation in there that the two men that retired and we 
will replace two positions, but you are going to have to go 
through the Personnel Committee on January 11, 2011.         
  
E. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg said his manager’s report is on 
Council’s desk this evening.  He said as requested by Council we 
will be publishing in the Sun Times on Wednesday the list of 
delinquent real estate taxes owed to the Town.  Mr. Hugg said 
secondly, as you know Councilwoman White and others have been 
soliciting funds to put holiday lights on the trees out front – 
as of this afternoon $390.00 has been donated for that activity.  
He said the last item is – this evening he gave Council a copy 
of the permit conditions associated with a property on Lake 
Drive that has been the subject of some discussion; hopefully we 
have worked out a resolution to the grading and drainage of that 
property to the satisfaction of the folks who have been 
involved. 
 
 Councilwoman Brown asked how much is needed for the lights.  
Mr. Hugg said our estimate is $1,200.00.  Councilwoman White 
said Bill Pressley will pay the electric for the year.         
            
F. Committees – Councilwoman Brown said the Charter Review 
Committee will be meeting tomorrow night at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 Councilman Novotny said in looking at the calendar for 2011 
the Long Range Planning Committee – the way it just happens to 
fall the meeting originally scheduled for January 17th is a 
holiday and February 21st is a holiday, so the January meeting 
will now be January 10th at 6:00 p.m. and the February meeting 
will be February 22nd at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Councilman Raynor said the Personnel Committee will meet on 
January 11th. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said the Finance Committee will follow the 
Personnel Committee meeting on January 11th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Councilman Riddagh said the Public Safety Committee will 
meet on January 13th. 
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 Councilman DeFeo said the Utility Committee will meet on 
January 5th.   
      

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
 Visitors present were Ed Lehman, Daryl Jester, Sr. Sgt. 
Phil Klink, Seth Clevenger, Robert C. Johnson, and Al “Positive” 
Kraft.  
  
 Mayor Stombaugh said this portion of the meeting we would 
like to open to visitors.  She said if you would like to address 
Council please step to the microphone and give your name and 
address; it is being recorded.  Mayor Stombaugh said you have 
three minutes to address Council.  She said we may not have an 
answer for you tonight; we may need to refer it to a staff 
member or to a committee.  Mayor Stombaugh asked if anyone would 
like to address Council. 
 
 Al Kraft, 772 Dorchester Court, Smyrna, came forward to 
speak.  Mr. Kraft said he is the Chaplain for the American 
Legion here in Smyrna.  He wished everyone happy holidays.  Mr. 
Kraft the American Legion will be giving support to Mr. 
Greenwell.  He said he would like Council to consider Capt. 
Bordley for the position of Chief of Police.  Mr. Kraft said he 
supports him – he is an excellent candidate.    
  
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if anyone else would like to address 
Council.  No one came forward.   
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said seeing no one step forward we will 
close this portion of the meeting and return to the regular 
Council meeting. 
               

OLD BUSINESS  
  
A.  THIRD READING: Ord. No. 017-10, An Ordinance to Amend 
Chapter 70 (“Utilities”), Article III (“Electric Department 
Rules and Regulations”) to Provide Penalties for Tampering with 
Electric Meter Equipment – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to 
accept this as the third and final reading of Ord. No. 017-10, 
to amend Chapter 70, Article III, to provide for penalties for 
tampering with electric meter equipment.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously. 
 
B.  Appointments to Tree Commission and Other Committees – 
Mayor Stombaugh asked for this to be carried over to the next 
agenda.  
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C.  Ex Officio Membership & Privileges – Mr. Jaywork after much 
consideration it seems to him that the best way to do this is to 
basically repeal or rescind the old policy that was adopted in 
2006.  He said he would amend Section 2(c) of the Town Code to 
say that ‘no committee appointed by the Mayor and approved by 
the Council, and no sub-committee appointed by any committee 
shall include more than three members of the Council, no member 
of Council shall be deemed an ex officio member of any committee 
or sub-committee to which they were not officially appointed by 
action of the Mayor and Council or as applicable by action of 
any committee; no member of Council who is not a duly appointed 
member of the committee or sub-committee shall have any right to 
attend the executive session portion of any meeting held by that 
committee or sub-committee.’ 
 
 Councilman Riddagh made the motion to have the town 
solicitor prepare an amendment to the ordinance to recite the 
language he just read.  Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Raynor.  Motion carried with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman 
Brown, and Councilmen Novotny, Raynor, Riddagh, and DeFeo voting 
for, and Councilwoman White voting against. 
 
D.  Reconsideration of Agreement for 6” Main re: Agreement for 
Transfer of Rest Area Sewer Facility – Mayor Stombaugh said she 
had asked for this to be put back on the agenda.  She explained 
that she thought it was just a letter that she was to sign at 
the last meeting, but this is much more than that. 
 
 Councilman Raynor asked if a 6” main handle the business 
park and Wawa plus whatever else we need.  Mr. Hugg said yes, 
this is a 6” force main – it is not a gravity line – a 6” force 
main is more than adequate for the development of the east side 
of Route 13. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked what the difference is between the 8” 
that they want to keep – why do they need an 8” force main which 
is basically for the prison, and a 6” is going to be big enough 
for us?  Mr. Hugg said he can’t answer why they want an 8” force 
main.  He then gave a brief history of the two force mains.   
 
 Councilman DeFeo made the motion that the Town of Smyrna 
enter into the agreement with DelDOT that we purchase the force 
main along Route 13 along with the pumping station, and 
authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.  Motion was seconded 
by Councilman Raynor and carried unanimously. 
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 Mayor Stombaugh asked that the executive session be moved 
to be after item 13. 
 

POSSIBLE ACTION ON ITEM DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
  
 Councilwoman Brown made the motion to authorize Councilman 
Raynor, as chairman of the Personnel Committee, to offer to 
candidate F the position of Chief of Police for the Town of 
Smyrna and to negotiate the salary and benefits within the range 
as discussed in the executive session.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Novotny.  Motion carried with Mayor Stombaugh, 
Councilwoman Brown, and Councilmen Novotny, Raynor, and Riddagh 
voting for, and Councilwoman White and Councilman DeFeo voting 
against. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
A. Executive Session to Discuss a Personnel Matter in Which 
the Name(s), Competency, and Ability of an Individual 
Employee(s) will be Discussed – Councilman Novotny made the 
motion to go into executive session to discuss a personnel 
matter in which the name(s), competency, and ability of an 
individual employee(s) will be discussed.  Motion was seconded 
by Councilman Riddagh and carried unanimously.  Council went 
into executive session at 8:26 p.m. 
 
 Council came out of executive session at 8:32 p.m.  
  

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 

 Mayor Stombaugh asked if there was any other Council 
business.  Councilman DeFeo asked about the decorations and if 
we would meet the $1,200.00 goal.  Councilman Novotny explained 
that Mr. Stulir had asked him about the salary he receives for 
Council meetings, and he told him he declined the salary, so if 
you want to put that toward that – and that was for this year – 
feel free.  Mayor Stombaugh said you are not declining the 
salary, you are accepting the salary, but you want to contribute 
it to… 
 
 Councilman DeFeo said and to meet the $1,200.00 goal he is 
doing the same – he will put his salary toward that goal too. 
 
 Mr. Hugg said to the extent that we have not paid the 
Council members who have indicated that they are willing to 
donate their salary for 2010 we can apply that to this project.  
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He said he does not know if they can get it done before 
Christmas, but we can get it done pretty quickly. 
 
 Councilman DeFeo said you can take the 2011 salary as well. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said she wanted to go on record that the 
$600.00 that she gets per year – she more than spends that in 
helping people with their electric bills, and the ink and the 
paper that she uses, and the decorations that are here tonight – 
she provided those. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said she just wanted to mention that she 
received an official Christmas card from the White House and it 
is signed by the first family.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Councilman Novotny made the motion to adjourn.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilman DeFeo.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:41 
p.m. by unanimous vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
          Council Secretary 
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