
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL 

May 2, 2011 
 

 The meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia A. 
Stombaugh at 7:30 p.m. Council members present were Regina I. 
Brown, Valerie M. White, Joanne Masten, Robert Riddagh, and Jeff 
Flairty.  Councilman Anthony H. DeFeo was excused. 
  

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief 
Wilbert R. Bordley, Attorney John Terence Jaywork, and Recording 
Secretary Valerie L. Heritage. 

 
 Mayor Stombaugh stated the Pledge of Allegiance was done at 
the Organizational meeting.    
           

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA 
 

Mayor Stombaugh asked if there were any additions or 
deletions to the published agenda.  Councilwoman White stated 
she would like to add the appointment of Vice Mayor and Council 
Secretary – Mr. Hugg said the Charter does require confirmation 
by Council so it could be put as the first item under “Old 
Business” – item 8(a).  Councilwoman White made the motion to 
accept the agenda as amended.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.    

 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
 There were none.   
   

REPORTS 
 
A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Stombaugh thanked everyone for 
coming out and voting, and thanked the Election Board for doing 
another excellent job.  Mayor Stombaugh welcomed the new Council 
members.   
   
B. Town Attorney – Mr. Jaywork said as he always does at this 
time he would like to express his condolences to the newly 
elected members of Council.  
   
C. Police Chief – Chief Bordley welcomed the new Council 
members, and reported that the drug take-back went very well and 
thanked Mr. Hugg and Kevin Musto of Atlantic Apothecary for 
their hard work on that day.  He said also, starting May 16th is 
the Delaware Police Chiefs Conference so he will be out of town 
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that week but he will be back for the Council meeting that 
night.             
   
D. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg also welcomed the new Council 
members.  He said to pick up on the Chief’s report – he wanted 
to make sure that everyone knows that Valerie Heritage donated 
her time on Saturday to assist; we have been told that we picked 
up 40 to 50 pounds of medications – this is medications after 
they have been removed from their containers or packaging.  Mr. 
Hugg said he would also like to thank the Board of Elections and 
also the staff from the Town.  He also thanked the Public Works 
staff – last week was the spring cleanup.  
 
 Mr. Hugg said we will be doing water tower maintenance 
beginning this week on the Glenwood and Monrovia towers – that 
is part of our annual cleaning, inspection, and upkeep or 
maintenance.  He said we may have some instances of rusty or 
cloudy water – if there is any it will be temporary and both of 
these tanks will be back on line probably by the end of next 
week.         
            
E. Committees – Councilman Riddagh said the Personnel 
Committee will meet Tuesday, May 10th at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Conference Room; the Public Safety Committee will meet Thursday, 
May 12th at 5:00 p.m. in the Conference Room.  Chief Bordley 
asked if Councilman Riddagh would like to combine that with the 
Police Building Review Committee.  Councilman Riddagh said there 
will be a Joint Public Safety and Police Building Review 
Committee meeting on Thursday, May 12th at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Conference Room. 
 
 Mr. Hugg said the Business Development Committee will meet 
on Thursday, May 5th at 8:30 a.m.; the Utility Committee, which 
would normally meet this week, will meet on the 11th at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 Councilman Flairty said the Long Range Planning Committee 
will meet May 16th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said the Finance Committee will meet 
Tuesday, May 10th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Councilwoman Masten said the Tree Commission will meet 
Wednesday, May 18th at 5:00 p.m. 
 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
 Visitors present were Darlene Sullivan, James Masten, 
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Joanne Masten, Arlette Gillis, Lee Gillis, Bonnie Lawrence, 
Alice Hohman, Daryl Jester, Norma Vied, Dwayne Ratcliffe, James 
E. Veit Sr., Fyresta Tucker, Michelle & Buddy Wadkins, James 
Harkins, Seth Clevenger, Cheryl Thornton, Larry Thornton, James 
F. White, Robert Fritzsche, Marian Bower, Ed Lehman, Kristin 
Secrest, Duane R. Young, and Joe Sheridan.   
   
 Mayor Stombaugh said this portion of the meeting is open to 
visitors.  She said if you would like to address Council please 
step to the microphone, and give your name and address because 
it is recorded; you have three minutes to address Council.  
Mayor Stombaugh said Council may not have an answer for your 
questions tonight; we may need to refer it to a staff member or 
to a committee.  She asked if anyone would like to address 
Council.  
 
 Dwayne Ratcliffe, 805 Lexington Avenue, Smyrna, came 
forward to speak.  Mr. Ratcliffe said he wanted to address 
Council about his electric bill.  He explained that he is now 
unemployed due to the economy and the town wants to install a 
remote electric collar on his house and charge him an extra 
$300.00, and at this time he does not have it.  Mr. Ratcliffe 
asked if there is anything that could be worked out – he was 
told by staff to come tonight and talk with Council about this.  
He said he signed a promissory note and went home and realized 
he would not be able to afford the extra $100.00 a month. 
 
 Councilman Riddagh asked if Mr. Ratcliffe has spoken with 
Mr. Markow.  Mr. Ratcliffe explained the different discussions 
he has had and that he spoke with Mr. Markow this evening.  Mr. 
Markow stated that he is okay with letting this slide – as long 
as Council is okay with it – and that if it happens again that 
Mr. Ratcliffe would have to pay for a remote electric collar at 
that time. 
 
 Councilwoman White made the motion to approve Mr. Markow’s 
recommendation for Mr. Ratcliffe.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously. 
 
 Kristin Secrest, 134 North Main Street, Smyrna, came 
forward to speak.  Ms. Secrest explained that she owns a 
property that is currently going through a short sale at 44 
North Fairfield Drive.  She explained the circumstances behind 
it and that there is an old electric balance for that address.  
Ms. Secrest said that she is doing a lease-purchase for the 134 
North Main Street and needs to get the electric in her name for 
that address, and since there is a balance for the other address 
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– even though she did not cause it, her ex-husband did, she is 
still considered responsible for that balance (he is in prison).  
Ms. Secrest is looking for relief from the interest and 
penalties, and is willing to pay the original balance. 
 
 Councilwoman White made the motion to allow Ms. Secrest to 
get utilities in her name at 134 North Main Street, and to 
remove the interest and penalties and accept the original 
balance due for 44 North Fairfield Drive, and wait until she 
makes settlement from the short sale for that property to 
receive that payment.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Masten and carried unanimously.  
  
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if anyone else would like to address 
Council.  No one came forward.   
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said seeing no one step forward we will 
close this portion of the meeting and return to the regular 
Council meeting. 
               

OLD BUSINESS  
 
A. Appointment of Vice Mayor and Council Secretary – Mayor 
Stombaugh said she needed confirmation from Council for her 
appointments of Councilman Riddagh as the Vice Mayor, and 
Councilwoman Brown as the Council Secretary.  Councilman Flairty 
made the motion to accept Mayor Stombaugh’s appointments for 
Vice Mayor and Council Secretary.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Riddagh.  Motion passed with Mayor Stombaugh, 
Councilwomen Brown and Masten, and Councilmen Riddagh and 
Flairty voting for, and Councilwoman White voting against. 

 
B. Lake Como Concessions Agreement – Mr. Hugg said Mr. 
Weisenberger still wants to do the concessions at the lake, but 
he is still waiting on the insurance.      
       

NEW BUSINESS 
 
A.  Request from Powerhouse Ministries, Inc. ref. One Hour 
Prayer Vigil, South Market Street Plaza, Saturday, May 21, 2011 
– Darlene Sullivan, 126 North Delaware Street, Smyrna, and 
Fyresta Tucker, 354 West Main Street, Elkton, Maryland, came 
forward to speak.  Ms. Sullivan explained that they are part of 
Powerhouse Ministries’ intercessory prayer team.  Ms. Sullivan 
explained that they would like to have a prayer vigil on May 21st 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 
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 Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the request 
from Powerhouse Ministries to close South Market Street Plaza 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 21st for their 1 (one) 
hour prayer vigil.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Riddagh 
and carried unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Jaywork said the town does not have an official policy 
or ordinance to govern this type of activity, and he thinks – at 
least historically all the years that he has been Town Solicitor 
– this in particular is a fairly small event, it’s not putting 
any great burden on the town – if in the future more and more of 
these activities start to occur, or they involve more streets, 
more hours, more people at that time the town may find it 
necessary to adopt a policy that would regulate time, place, and 
manner, and the type of activities you can have on the streets – 
streets are traditional public forums, you can’t prohibit people 
from expressing their views in a public street but you can have 
some resort, regulation so it does not interfere with public 
safety and things like that.  
 

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 

 Mayor Stombaugh asked if there was any other Council 
business.  There was none.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Councilman Riddagh made the motion to adjourn, seconded by 
Councilwoman White.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. by 
unanimous vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
          Council Secretary 
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