
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL 

March 21, 2011 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 The meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia A. 
Stombaugh at 7:30 p.m. Council members present were Regina I. 
Brown, Valerie M. White, Robert M. Novotny, William C. Raynor, 
Robert Riddagh, and Anthony H. DeFeo. 
  

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief 
Wilbert R. Bordley, Attorney John Terence Jaywork, and Recording 
Secretary Valerie L. Heritage. 

 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Mayor Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain 
standing for a moment of silence.  
           

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA 
 

Mayor Stombaugh asked if there were any additions or 
deletions to the published agenda.  Councilman Novotny said he 
would like to remove items 10 and 11.  Councilwoman Brown said 
she would like to postpone the minutes until the next meeting to 
give Council a chance to read them. 

 
Councilman DeFeo made the motion to accept the agenda as 

amended.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Riddagh and carried 
unanimously. 

 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
 Postponed until April 4, 2011.  
   

REPORTS 
 
A. Bills & Financial Statement – Mr. Hugg said Council should 
have received from Mr. Stulir last week the PNC Bank balances.  
He said Council also has on the table before them the first 
drafts of the unaudited financial statements for the year ending 
December 31, 2010 – emphasis on unaudited internal drafts. 
  
B. Presiding Officer – Mayor Stombaugh said she had nothing 
tonight.  
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C. Town Attorney – Mr. Jaywork said he did not have anything 
other than some items that are on the agenda later.   
   
D. Police Chief – Chief Bordley said thank you for attending 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  He said he also included in his 
report a search warrant that was executed in town recently, and 
the promotion will be discussed later on the agenda.             
   
E. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg said his report was emailed to 
Council.  He said we successfully closed the bond offering on 
Tuesday, March 15th; everything went without a hitch.  Mr. Hugg 
said we are in the process of making a lot of the internal 
improvements to Wellhouses #1 and #2 which means they are being 
taken offline periodically for a variety of things – that may 
result in some intermittent cloudy water.  He said we are also 
going to be flushing hydrants, weather permitting, March 22nd, 
23rd, and 24th, or 29th, 30th, and 31st if the weather is bad.  Mr. 
Hugg said we will probably be going out to bid at the end of the 
month for a new trash contract, and we are going to open bids 
Friday morning for the recycling containers/carts. 
 
 Councilman Novotny asked Mr. Hugg to expand on the boat 
rentals.  Mr. Hugg said he met with Aaron Weisenberger – he is 
very interested in operating the concession services at the lake 
again this summer; he would really like to again offer the canoe 
and boat rentals, perhaps on a somewhat reduce schedule.  He 
said the big obstacle for him there is the insurance.  Mr. Hugg 
said staff is also working on making some improvements to the 
buildings to make them more vandal proof. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if there were still any monies from 
Homeland Security, any grants.  Mr. Hugg said there probably are 
– for which purpose?  Mayor Stombaugh said for security cameras.  
Mr. Hugg said he believes there still are some funds available.  
Chief Bordley said he believes there are; he said he will look 
into that.         
            
F. Committees – Councilman DeFeo said the Utility Committee 
met on March 16th – it was a special meeting.  He said there were 
two items on the agenda: 1) the trash contract, and 2) Ord. No. 
002-11.  Councilman DeFeo said their next meeting will be April 
6th and they will be discussing topics dealing the utility 
collars as well as the topic of how Council should respond when 
they are approached by citizens requesting help. 
 



Mayor and Council       Page 3 of 7         March 21, 2011 
  
 Mr. Hugg said for the next cycle of cut-offs they suggest 
customers call him (Mr. Hugg), Mr. Stulir, Mr. Markow and not 
call Council.  He said the earlier that they come in and talk 
with them the better it is for all of us. 
 
 Councilman Riddagh said the Public Safety Committee met on 
March 10th.  He said they discussed false alarms, and the 
solicitors/peddlers ordinance.  Councilman Riddagh said the 
Police Building Review Committee met on March 14th and they 
discussed the old public works building, which is on the agenda 
tonight. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said the Finance Committee met and they 
further discussed the budget, and that discussion will be 
ongoing for some time.  She said the Business Development 
Committee – Del-One has offered to hold the 3rd Business Mixer on 
March 29th and it will be held at Del-One on Pharmacy Drive from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Mayor Stombaugh invited everyone to come out 
and join them. 
 
 Councilman Novotny said the Long Range Planning Committee – 
as he mentioned at the last meeting he had Mr. Markow load the 
Long Range Plan on the website; it takes a good 3 to 5 minutes 
to download.  He said it is rather a lengthy document; he would 
like Council to review it and see if that’s the direction we 
want to go. 
 
 Councilwoman Brown said they are still continuing with the 
Charter review, which they hope to wrap up soon. 
 
 Mr. Hugg said he had two other announcements: there was a 
ribbon cutting the other day for the new Goodwill store in the 
Smyrna Mart Shopping Center; also on Friday, April 1st there will 
be a ribbon cutting at 9:00 a.m. for the new dentist office in 
the old Sun Times building.   
  

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
 Visitors present were Daryl Jester, Beryl Cook, Mary Lou 
Kaltenbaugh, Michelle Wadkins, Buddy Wadkins, Joanne Masten, Jim 
Masten, Ed Lehman, John L. Embert III, Maria Bower, Naomi 
Wayman, Kathy Clough, Richard Ruben, and Seth Clevenger.  
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said this portion of the meeting is open to 
visitors.  She said if you would like to address Council please 
step to the microphone, and give your name and address because 
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it is recorded; you have three minutes to address Council.  
Mayor Stombaugh said Council may not have an answer for your 
questions tonight; we may need to refer it to a staff member or 
to a committee.  She asked if anyone would like to address 
Council.  
 
 Ed Lehman, 161 Belmont Avenue, Smyrna, came forward to 
speak.  Mr. Lehman said he wanted to say thank you to the office 
workers here in the town; he has a check for $76.43 that was 
already signed on the back – this check could have been cashed 
by anyone, but it was returned to him by the employees in the 
office here.  He said it is a check to his wife from Johns 
Hopkins Hospital that was an overpayment.  Mr. Lehman said she 
was very concerned about it because it was missing from their 
table; he is not sure how it got into the mail and to the Town 
of Smyrna.  He said the deposit slip for it ended up in 
Claymont.  Mr. Lehman said all he wants to do is thank the 
people in the office here. 
 
 Willard Guessford, 161 South Main Street, Smyrna, came 
forward to speak.  Mr. Guessford said he is concerned about the 
house next door to him.  He said it is 151-157 South Main Street 
and it is vacant.  Mr. Guessford said people run in and out of 
it at all hours of the night and day and they kicked the doors 
down, and he does not know what can be done about it.  He said 
it has been that way for 7 or 8 months – since the fire.  Chief 
Bordley asked Mr. Guessford what time…  Mr. Guessford said he 
sees people in there after dark and the kids go in there during 
the day. 
 
 Mr. Hugg said he would have Mr. Prichard contact Chief 
Bordley’s office to determine which or how both of us might need 
to respond to this.  
 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if anyone else would like to address 
Council.  No one came forward.   
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said seeing no one step forward we will 
close this portion of the meeting and reopen the regular Council 
meeting. 
               

OLD BUSINESS  
 
A. Swearing-in of Election Board Members – Mayor Stombaugh 
swore in the Election Board members. 
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B. Appointments to the Tree Commission and Other Committees – 
Councilwoman Brown said she did not have anybody yet and said if 
anyone has any interest in serving on the Tree Commission they 
would love to have them; they meet the third Wednesday of each 
month at 5:00 p.m.  
 
C. Old Public Works Building – Councilman Riddagh said the 
Police Building Review Committee met March 14th and after much 
discussion the Committee recommends to Council that due to the 
current economic conditions and the probable budget deficit, 
that the old public works building not be demolished at this 
time and that no further monies be invested in said building; 
the Committee recommended that the building be left as is for 
the current use as it is being used by the Police Department, 
and that the open grease pit be covered with plywood for safety 
purposes.  He said at this time the Committee will look into 
further and other alternatives to the police building storage 
problem until we either find it or get a new police building. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if there was any discussion about the 
$100,000.00 – were they proposing to put that back into the 
budget for other use.  Councilman Riddagh said they didn’t 
discuss the monies.  Mr. Hugg said it was appropriated in 2010, 
it would have lapsed as part of the – money doesn’t carry over 
unless it’s got an actual contract out on it.  Mayor Stombaugh 
said she would like the Finance Committee to discuss this 
further.      
        

NEW BUSINESS 
 
A.  Certify List of Candidates for April 25th Election – Mr. 
Hugg said the opportunity to file to run for an office in the 
April 2011 election closed at 4:30 p.m. today; at 4:30 p.m. he 
certified the following people having submitted applications for 
election - for the position of Mayor: Patricia A. Stombaugh, 26 
Raphael Road; and William David Pressley Sr., 555 Lake Drive 
West – for District #2: Jeffrey Alan Flairty, 131 West South 
Street; William David Spence, 1 Montclair Drive; and William C. 
Raynor 633 Lake Drive West – for the At-Large seat: Keith S. 
Markowitz, 117 Greens Branch Lane; Helen Joanne Masten, 344 West 
South Street; Christopher G. Mann, 537 Kates Way; and Luther 
Wynder Jr., 496 Sequoia Drive. 
 
 Councilman DeFeo suggested that the Town sponsor a 
Candidate’s Night and schedule it for April 11th.  Mayor 
Stombaugh said Bon Ayre will be having one. 
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 Mr. Hugg said we will confirm with Bon Ayre that it isn’t a 
conflict, and otherwise we will go ahead and put a notice in the 
paper and notify the candidates that we are going to have that 
opportunity on April 11th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. here at Town 
Hall.    
 
B.  Approve Assessment Books – Mr. Hugg said this is the time 
of the year that we approve and put out for review the 
assessments that we will be using for the 2011 property tax 
bills.  He said the Board of Assessors have reviewed and 
approved the assessment list – those assessments are always 
subject to some corrections because there are some properties 
that from year to year may have either an appeal or a problem 
that gets resolved.  Mr. Hugg said they have approved the list 
and they have also recommended that Council hold a Board of 
Appeals on Monday, April 4th from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. to hear any 
appeals from this assessment. 
 
 Councilman Raynor made the motion to approve the assessment 
books.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Novotny and carried 
unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Hugg said Council also received a copy of the most 
recent listing of delinquent taxes.    
 
C.  Sergeant’s Promotion – Chief Bordley said he asked for this 
to be on the agenda.  He explained that they currently have two 
sergeants positions that they posted for, and at this time only 
one candidates was viable to fill one of the two positions and 
that is Corporal Michael Helton, who is present this evening.  
Chief Bordley reviewed Officer Helton’s employment history with 
the Town and his accomplishments.   
 
 Councilman Riddagh made the motion that Corporal Helton be 
promoted to Sergeant.  Motion was seconded by Councilman DeFeo. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said the pay scale has not been settled – 
how are you going to promote anyone when we don’t have a set 
pay.  Chief Bordley said the pay scale is going to be set on 
whatever the contract is – that is decided by the Union’s 
contract, we don’t decide that here.  Mayor Stombaugh said the 
Union contract isn’t decided so what are you going to do between 
now and then?  Chief Bordley said he is going to operate off of 
the old scale until the new one is set.  Mayor Stombaugh said 
she thought Chief Bordley was going to hold off on the 
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promotions until we had the pay scale set.  Chief Bordley said 
he did not recall that.  
 
 Motion carried with Councilwoman Brown, and Councilmen 
Novotny, Raynor, Riddagh, and DeFeo voting for, and Mayor 
Stombaugh and Councilwoman White voting against.     
 
D.  FIRST READING: Ord. No. 002-11, An Ordinance to Amend 
Chapter 54 (“Solid Waste”) to Clarify and Integrate Regulations 
Governing Solid Waste, Recyclables, and Yard Waste Disposal – 
Mr. Hugg said one of the things that we have to do because of 
the changes in state laws as it relates to the whole subject of 
trash, yard waste, recyclables, etc… is to substantially rewrite 
Chapter 54 of the Town Code.  He said this was reviewed in 
detail by the Utility Committee; it is subject to some editorial 
corrections and grammatical refinement, but it is essentially in 
the final form and he would like Council to approve this as the 
first reading. 
 
 Councilwoman White made the motion to consider this the 
first reading of Ord. No. 002-11.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously.   
  

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 

 Mayor Stombaugh asked if there was any other Council 
business.  There was none.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
          Council Secretary 
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