
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING AND MEETING 
SMYRNA TOWN COUNCIL 

March 7, 2011 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 The public hearing was opened at 7:16 p.m. by Mayor 
Patricia A. Stombaugh.  Council members present were Regina I. 
Brown, Valerie M. White, Robert M. Novotny, William C. Raynor, 
Robert Riddagh, and Anthony H. DeFeo. 
 
 Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief 
Wilbert R. Bordley, and Recording Secretary Valerie L. Heritage. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said the legislative fact finding hearing 
is in reference to the annexation and zoning designation for 38 
South Carter Road, for John P. & Teresa L. Cereghin. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if there was anyone present that 
would like to speak in favor of the request.  John P. Cereghin, 
38 South Carter Road, Smyrna, came forward to speak.  Mr. 
Cereghin they made the formal petition for annexation and they 
would like to see that through. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if there were any questions.  There 
were none.  Mayor Stombaugh asked if there was anyone present to 
speak against the request.  No one came forward. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh closed the public hearing at 7:17 p.m. 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 The meeting was called to order by Mayor Patricia A. 
Stombaugh at 7:30 p.m. Council members present were Regina I. 
Brown, Valerie M. White, Robert M. Novotny, William C. Raynor, 
Robert Riddagh, and Anthony H. DeFeo. 
  

Also present were Town Manager David S. Hugg III, Chief 
Wilbert R. Bordley, Attorney John Terence Jaywork, and Recording 
Secretary Valerie L. Heritage. 

 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked everyone to rise for the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Mayor Stombaugh asked for everyone to remain 
standing for a moment of silence.  
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ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO PUBLISHED AGENDA 
 

Mayor Stombaugh asked if there were any additions or 
deletions to the published agenda.  Councilman Novotny sated he 
would like to strike items 10 and 11, executive session 
regarding contract negotiations.   

 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if there were any additions or 
deletions to the minutes of December 20, 2010 and January 3, 
2011.  There were none.   
 
 Councilman DeFeo made the motion to approve the minutes of 
December 20, 2010 and January 3, 2011 as presented.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Riddagh and carried unanimously.  
   

REPORTS 
 
A. Presiding Officer – Mayor Stombaugh said she just received 
a letter from Green Street Housing LLC.  She read the letter to 
Council; it stated they were planning a comprehensive renovation 
of Heron Run Apartments, which pending funding approval would 
begin in 2011.   
  
B. Town Attorney – Mr. Jaywork said he had nothing this 
evening.  
   
C. Police Chief – Chief Bordley reported on the I Love Smyrna 
School District Day.  He said his report shows that he made some 
postings and changes in the positions within the department.           
  
D. Town Manager – Mr. Hugg said he did not have a written 
report tonight – much of the last week and a half has been 
involved with getting ready for the bond sale.  He said the 
bonds will be offered to the market tomorrow, and then tomorrow 
night they will bring the results of that process to Council.  
Mr. Hugg said PNC Bank and Bond Counsel will be present at 
tomorrow’s special Council meeting.         
            
E. Committees – Mayor Stombaugh said Councilman DeFeo 
contacted her regarding the Utility Committee.  She explained 
that two members of the Utility Committee have had life changes 
and they have not been able to attend the meetings, and 
Councilman DeFeo has requested for them to be removed from the 
Committee – Mayor Stombaugh explained the rules regarding 
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committees – she said they will be removing those two 
individuals from the Utility Committee.   
 
 Councilman DeFeo stated the Utility Committee met on 
Wednesday, March 2, 2011.  He said there will be a special 
Utility Committee meeting on March 16th at 5:00 p.m. for 
reviewing the draft contract for trash services.  Councilman 
DeFeo stated we also received acknowledgment of our recycling 
grant of $170,000.00 to assist the Town financially in complying 
with the new recycling laws.  He said item 9(c) will be coming 
before Council tonight – a discussion for the Town to come up 
with an official policy or statement of how we are going to 
address when individual members of Council are approached by 
residents requesting some intercession with late utility bills.  
Councilman DeFeo said we need to come up with a way so that we 
are all reading from the same page, and this is one of the 
issues the Utility Committee will be discussing and will bring 
something back to Council for approval.  Councilman DeFeo 
explained that another item they discussed was electric rates, 
margins, and revenues – a special packet went out to Council 
regarding this.  He explained the Utility Committee’s discussion 
on this. 
 
 Councilman Riddagh said the Public Safety Committee will be 
meeting March 10, 2011 at 5:00 p.m., and the Police Building 
Review Committee will be meeting March 14, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said the Finance Committee will meet March 
8, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.  She said the Business Development 
Committee met March 3, 2011; however, she was not able to 
attend.  Mr. Hugg stated it was a very good meeting; they 
discussed a concept they had talked to the Long Range Planning 
Committee about a month or two ago; they had a good update on 
some of the business activity that is in town; and 
representatives from Del Tech were there and there is a lot of 
interest in Del Tech looking for opportunities in Smyrna. 
 
 Councilman Novotny said the Long Range Planning Committee 
submitted their report to Mr. Markow so it could be placed on 
the town’s website – as soon as he finds out where it is on the 
website he will let Council know so they can review it. 
 
 Councilwoman Brown said the Charter Review Committee will 
meet March 12, 2011 at 9:00 a.m.  She said the Smyrna Public 
Library Advisory Commission will be meeting March 15, 2011 at 
the library.  Councilwoman Brown said they are still looking for 
people for the Tree Commission. 
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 Councilwoman White asked if Council should see the 
recommended changes to the Charter before they go to Mr. 
Jaywork’s office.  Mayor Stombaugh reviewed their procedure and 
the reasoning behind it.   
      

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 
 Visitors present were James E. Veit Sr., Rosaria Cephas, 
John & Teresa Cereghin, Debbie & Bob Wilson, Gary Stulir, Seth 
Clevenger, Christine Kubik, and Judy Zaal.  
  
 Mayor Stombaugh said this portion of the meeting is open to 
visitors.  She said if you would like to address Council please 
step to the microphone, and give your name and address because 
it is recorded; you have three minutes to address Council.  
Mayor Stombaugh said Council may not have an answer for your 
questions tonight; we may need to refer it to a staff member or 
to a committee.  She asked if anyone would like to address 
Council.  
 
 Rosaria Cephas, 58 Harkins Drive, Smyrna, came forward to 
speak.  Ms. Cephas explained that when she paid her utility bill 
she brought in the wrong one, and the clerk did not let her know 
that she was not paying her bill in full; subsequently her 
electric was disconnected because there was a remaining balance 
of $42.66.  She said now she has been charged an additional 
$15.30 reconnection fee along with $300.00 for a remote 
disconnect collar for which she had to sign a promissory note.  
Ms. Cephas said she understands that she gave the clerk the 
wrong bill, but at the same time the clerk did not communicate 
with her that there was a remaining balance and that her 
electric would be disconnected for that remaining balance.  Ms. 
Cephas admitted that she was wrong (providing the wrong bill), 
but the clerk was wrong as well.  
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said they would have to get more 
information from staff and asked that Ms. Cephas leave her name 
and phone number.      
  
 Mayor Stombaugh asked if anyone else would like to address 
Council.  No one came forward.   
 
 Mayor Stombaugh said seeing no one step forward we will 
close this portion of the meeting and reopen the regular Council 
meeting. 
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OLD BUSINESS  
 
A. Annexation, 30 South Carter Road, Frederick & Michaela 
Shane 

1. Set Zoning Designation (Residential-2) 
2. Adopt Resolution Approving Annexation with Zoning 

Designation in Place – Councilman DeFeo made the motion to 
adopt the resolution approving the annexation of 30 South 
Carter Road, Frederick & Michaela Shane with the zoning 
designation of Residential-2 in place.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Novotny and carried unanimously. 

 
B. Resolution to Set Annexation Election, 38 South Carter 
Road, John P. & Teresa L. Cereghin (3/31/11, 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.) 
– Councilwoman White made the motion to approve the resolution 
to set the annexation election, 38 South Carter Road, John P. & 
Teresa L. Cereghin for 3/31/11 from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.  Motion 
was seconded by Councilwoman Brown and carried unanimously. 
 
C. Approval of 2011 Mosquito Control Spray Policy and Waiver – 
Councilman DeFeo stated Mr. Hugg provided him with the safety 
information on the materials being used and he has no problem 
with this at all.   
 
 Councilman Riddagh made the motion to approve the 2011 
mosquito control spray policy and waiver.  Motion was seconded 
by Councilman Raynor and carried unanimously.    
       

NEW BUSINESS 
 
A.  Applications to be a Demand Response Aggregator 
(Curtailment Service Provider) – Mr. Hugg explained that the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission orders, as implemented by 
the PJM grid, provides that companies that meet certain 
requirements may enter into contracts with large users of energy 
who are able to and agree to curtail their demand under high 
peak use requirements; they have to sign an agreement that 
commits them to up to a certain number requirement, in turn for 
which the customer and the aggregator get paid a revenue for 
curtailing demand during high performance periods.  He said the 
two firms that have come forward and filled out applications are 
ClearChoice Energy and Comverge Energy which is under 
contract/partnership with DEMEC.  Mr. Hugg explained how the 
process works, and that the contract year begins in May.  He 
said both of the applicants have already been before the Utility 
Committee and they in turn recommended this to Council. 
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 Councilman DeFeo made the motion approve the two 
applications from the demand response aggregators.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Raynor.  Motion carried with Councilwoman 
Brown and White, and Councilmen Novotny, Raynor, Riddagh, and 
DeFeo voting for, and Mayor Stombaugh not voting.   
  
B.  Statement of Support – Employer Support of Guard and 
Reserves (ESGR) – Mayor Stombaugh explained that last year she 
was honored to be chosen by the Dover Air Force Base 512 Reserve 
Wing to serve as honorary commander, and usually it is a one 
year term, but this year she has been asked to continue on for 
another year.  She said this is one of the greatest honors she 
has received in her lifetime.  Mayor Stombaugh said one of the 
other honorary commanders is present tonight and her company is 
the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR); they are a 
division of the National Defense – she asked Judy Zaal to come 
forward and tell a little more about this. 
 
 Judy Zaal, with ESGR, came forward to speak.  Ms. Zaal said 
they are an agency of the Department of Defense.  She said ESGR 
was established in 1972 for our guards and reservists and their 
mission is to support America’s employers who share their 
employees with the Department of Defense.  Ms. Zaal said she is 
hoping that Mayor Stombaugh, on behalf of the Council and the 
Town of Smyrna, will sign this statement of support from ESGR. 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh asked Christine Kubik, who is the Executive 
Director for Delaware, to come forward to speak.  Ms. Kubik said 
she is staff and Ms. Zaal is one of their volunteers.  She 
explained more about the program. 
 
 Councilman Novotny made the motion to adopt the statement 
of support for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserves.  
Motion was seconded by Councilman Raynor and carried 
unanimously.     
 
C.  Discussion of Procedures/Policy ref: Council Members and 
Customer Utility Bills – Councilwoman Brown said she would like 
to withdraw this since Councilman DeFeo brought that up with his 
Utility Committee summary; she had thought Council would have to 
forward this to the committee, but it’s already going to be 
reviewed by the committee.  Councilwoman Brown said she would 
like everyone to know that our staff will work with people. 
 
 Councilman DeFeo invited residents to come to the Utility 
Committee meeting so they could contribute to the discussions to 
help find a solution. 
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OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS 
 

 Mayor Stombaugh asked if there was any other Council 
business.  Mr. Hugg said there was a flurry of emails following 
the last Council meeting regarding the level of compensation for 
the lieutenant’s position in the Police Department.  He said he 
thought it had been worked out at that meeting, but now he is 
not sure that is the case.  Mr. Hugg said it has to do with the 
computation; it is his understanding that what Council agreed 
was that the lieutenant’s position would be set at 15 percent 
below the approved salary for the chief, which he would compute 
it by taking the chief’s salary and multiplying it by 85 percent 
and that would be the new salary and he believes that is the way 
Mr. Stulir computed it as well.  He said the Chief had a 
different assumption as to how that calculation was to be made.  
Discussion continued as to how the amount should be computed. 
 
 Chief Bordley said they wanted to bring this back before 
Council to decide which calculation is correct.   
 
 After much discussion Councilman Riddagh made the motion to 
Lieutenant Klink $74,918.26.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilwoman Brown.  Councilman Riddagh said he did not see what 
the big deal was between the $73,000.00 and the $74,000.00 – he 
knows it’s a little bit of money, but he would hate to see the 
morale…to get into an argument over this money when we just 
promoted Sergeant Klink to Lieutenant – he would like to see him 
paid the $74,000.00.  Councilman DeFeo stated he agreed with 
Councilman Riddagh.  Mayor Stombaugh said if that is the case 
then the rest of the numbers that were turned in on the proposed 
pay scale were done incorrectly.   
 
 Motion carried with Mayor Stombaugh, Councilwoman Brown, 
and Councilmen Novotny, Raynor, Riddagh, and DeFeo voting for, 
and Councilwoman White voting against.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Mayor Stombaugh adjourned the meeting at 8:44 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
          Council Secretary 
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