
 

City of McCall 
Frequently Asked 
Questions About 
Summer Street 
Maintenance 

 
 

DUST ABATEMENT 
 
What is Dust Abatement and why 
is it done? 
 
Dust abatement is the application of 
liquid magnesium chloride to City gravel 
streets. The chemical binds the gravel to 
limit dust and aid in compaction of the 
roadways. 
 
When does the City start Dust 
Abatement? 
 
The first application is normally the 
week in May before Memorial Day 
weekend and the second application is 
the end of June or first week of July. 
 
What is used for Dust Abatement? 
 
The chemical used is magnesium 
chloride hexahydrate brine with a 
blended corrosion inhibitor.  “Mag 
Chloride” is a clear, odorless compound 
derived from brine or sea water and is 
non-toxic.  It may cause skin and eye 
irritation with direct contact.  Wash 
exposed area with soap and water. 
 
 

 
 
 
Who applies it and how is it applied? 
 
The City contracts with a company 
which specializes in dust abatement.  
The Mag Chloride is pre-mixed with 
water and applied with a distributor 
truck.  It reaches its full penetration into 
the road bed within approximately two  
hours.  It generally only takes one day to 
do all of the City's gravel streets. 

 
 

STREET SWEEPING 
 
When does the City start sweeping 
streets in the spring? 
 
Street sweeping begins as soon as the 
snow and ice have melted from City 
streets. 
 
What equipment is 
used to sweep the 
streets? 
 
An Elgin Street 
Sweeper truck and a 
sweeper broom 
mounted on the front 
of a back hoe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
How frequently are the streets swept 
and what hours? 
 
The Elgin sweeper sweeps downtown 
streets and public parking lots are swept 
Mondays and Fridays beginning at 5:30 
a.m. for an 8 hours shift.  The sweeper 
broom is used on interior City streets as 
needed, preferably in wet weather to 
utilize lubrication of the broom and for 
dust control. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ROAD MAINTENANCE 

 
Who do I contact regarding road 
conditions and questions? 
 
You may call the Public Works office at 
634-5580.  If it is after hours or on the 
weekend and it is an emergency 
situation, contact Valley County 
Dispatch at 382-5160. 

 
How often are pot 
holes patched? 
 
Potholes are patched as 
needed, and repair is 
available on a year 
round basis.  The road 
crew is unable to patch 
potholes when there is 

thick ice packed down.  The crew 
monitors the road condition and patches 
it as soon as the ice can be removed. 

 
How are gravel roads maintained? 
 
Gravel roads are graded as soon as 
possible in the spring.  Any additional 
materials are then added to the roadway 
in preparation for dust abatement.  
Roads are once again graded in the fall 
as needed. 
 
What about drainage and culverts? 
 
Storm drains and culverts are checked 
and cleared in the fall before winter.  
They are cleared as needed in the spring 
and summer. 
 
Who is responsible for keeping 
drainage ditches and curbs clean? 
 
Per City Code 8-2-15, it is the property 
owner’s or agent’s responsibility to keep 
gutters and ditches in front of their 
property clean and free of obstructions 
or weeds at all times so as not to block 
water flow. 
 
Does the City have a pavement 
management plan? 
 
The City is undertaking an 
extensive transportation plan which 
includes a pavement management plan.  
Crack sealing and seal coating on 
existing paved roads will be done in the 
future as budget allows. 
 
 

 

 
McCall Public Works 
815 N Samson Trail 

634-5580 
 

After business hours or weekends 
and for emergencies contact Valley 

County Dispatch at 
 382-5160 


