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CHAPTER 1
1.1

Introduction

This document is intended as a supplement to the original Environmental Assessment (EA) for
the proposed acquisition of land at McCall Municipal Airport. The original EA was prepared by
WH Pacific (9755 SW Barnes Road, Suite 200, Portland, Oregon 97225) in September of 2011
and addressed acquisition of land required for relocation of the parallel taxiway. This
supplement to the 2011 Environmental Assessment (2011 EA) and has been prepared in
accordance with the guidance provided in Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Order 1050.1E,
Change 1 Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures and Order 5050.4B National
Environmental Policy Act [NEPA] Implementing Instructions for Airport Projects.
1.2

Proposed Action

The City of McCall proposes acquisition of 59.11 acres of land. The land is required for future
development of airport facilities including aircraft hangars, FBO, and a terminal building as well
as associated taxiways, taxilanes and aprons. This additional land also protects the airport from
encroachment of incompatible land uses.
1.3

Background and History of Proposed Action

The need for acquisition of additional airport property was identified in an update to the Airport
Master Plan completed by Mead & Hunt in association with T-O Engineers in 2007. The 2007
Master Plan identified a need for land acquisition to address the above mentioned deficiency in
the runway to parallel taxiway separation with respect to the current Airport Reference Code
(ARC) of B-II as well as recommended acquisition of land to provide for future airport
development. The 2011 EA addresses the land acquisition for of 16.7 acres required for
relocation of the parallel taxiway. This EA Supplement addresses acquisition of approximately
59.11 acres of additional land not included in the 2011 EA.
Acquisition of this additional land is consistent with the current, Airport Layout Plan (ALP) for
McCall Municipal Airport. The Proposed Action allows for future development of airport facilities
including aircraft hangars, aircraft parking, apron space, Fixed Base Operator facilities (FBO),
and a terminal building. This Proposed Action also acts to prevent the encroachment of
incompatible land uses on the east side of the airport including potential through-the-fence
proposals. This additional land is currently for sale and, if acquired, would provide additional
area for future airport development as well as prevent the encroachment of incompatible land
uses around the airport. Although not shown for acquisition on the ALP, an additional 30.42
acres adjacent to the airport property is also discussed in this supplement.
Future environmental analysis will be conducted prior to the construction of these aviation
improvements upon purchased land. While this supplement to the 2011 EA is focused on land
acquisition, the impacts of these possible future developments are also discussed as
appropriate in this document.
1.4

Existing Airport Facilities

The City of McCall, Idaho, is the sponsor of the McCall Municipal Airport. According to the 2010
Census, the population of the City of McCall and Valley County were reported to be 2,995 and
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9,862 respectively. The McCall Municipal Airport sits at an elevation of 5,024 feet Mean Sea
Level and is situated south of McCall adjacent to State Highway 55.
The FAA has designated McCall Municipal Airport as a General Aviation airport. The airport
consists of a single runway, Runway 16/34, which is 6,108 feet in length and 75 feet wide, a full
length parallel taxiway and a partial parallel taxiway serving a United States Forest Service
(USFS) facility. Runway 16/34 is served by RNAV/GPS approaches. The current airport
property boundary encompasses approximately 200 acres. The airport supports private
recreation and business flying as well as charter services, back country aviation and USFS
firefighting operations.
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CHAPTER 2
Purpose and Need
The Purpose and Need of this EA Supplement is to discuss the problem facing the airport
sponsor (the “Need”), the purpose of the action (the “Purpose”), and the proposed timeframe for
implementing the action. The following sections describe the Purpose and Need of the
Proposed Action.
2.1

Purpose

As the sponsor of the McCall Municipal Airport and a recipient of Federal grant funds, the City of
McCall is required to meet FAA design standards that provide for the safe operation of aircraft
on the airfield. The Sponsor is also required to provide aviation-related business opportunities
on an equal basis and operate the airfield in a manner that provides revenue for ongoing airport
operation and maintenance. Additionally, the City is required to protect the airport from
incompatible land use around the airport through land acquisition and zoning ordinances.
The purpose of the proposed project is the acquisition of land to allow for future development of
airport facilities including aircraft hangars, aircraft parking, FBO and terminal building as well as
associated taxiways, taxilanes and aprons. The 2007 Master Plan Update identifies properties
for acquisition in the vicinity of the airport. These properties were shown for acquisition based
on their proximity to existing airport property and the role they play in expansion or relocation of
existing airport facilities. Land currently within the airport property boundary is built-out with little
or no room remaining for expansion of airfield facilities. There is presently a hangar waiting list
of over 40 aircraft owners who have paid $500 each to be on the waiting list for the opportunity
to build a new hangar.
The purpose of the original 2011 EA was to address acquisition of 16.07 acres for relocation of
the parallel taxiway to meet current FAA runway to parallel taxiway separation criteria. The
purpose of supplementing the original 2011 EA is to examine acquisition of additional land for
inclusion in the airport property boundary to allow for the development of future airport facilities
as no developable land exists within the current airport property boundary. This action is
consistent with the approved ALP and will also serve to protect the airport from encroachment of
incompatible land uses and potential through-the-fence proposals.
2.2

Need

Development of new airfield facilities at the McCall Municipal Airport is restricted by the lack of
available land for future airport development within the current airport property boundary. The
City of McCall proposes acquisition of additional land beyond the 16.07 acres required for
relocation of the parallel taxiway as assessed in the 2011 EA. This additional land is required for
future development of airport facilities including aircraft hangars, aircraft parking, FBO and
terminal building as well as associated taxiways, taxilanes and aprons. This additional land also
protects the airport from encroachment of incompatible land uses.
Acquisition of this land is timely. By purchasing this property along with the 16.07 acres for the
taxiway relocation in one acquisition, the City will realize economies of scale by reducing costs
associated with acquisition related fee; the land is currently for sale by the landowner with
property values being lower compared to higher values in recent years; and acquisition of this
land will provide protection from the encroachment of incompatible land uses upon the airport.
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Lastly, the acquired land will reserve much needed land for future airport development based on
current and future demand.
The City of McCall and the Airport Advisory Committee requested that acquisition of additional
land for future airport development be addressed by this EA Supplement.
2.3

Requested Federal Action

The requested Federal action is to provide grant funding for acquisition of additional land
beyond that required for relocation of the parallel taxiway.
2.4

Timeframe of the Proposed Action

The proposed land acquisition will take place through the summer of 2013.
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CHAPTER 3
Alternatives Evaluation
The alternatives evaluation for this EA Supplement is taken from analysis completed for the
2007 Master Plan Update. Figure 3A in the 2011 EA shows the FAA approved ALP for McCall
Municipal Airport. This document was produced through the master planning process and
shows the property to be acquired during this project.
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires analysis of the No Action alternative as
a baseline for a range of alternatives. The No Action alternative will be addressed throughout
this EA Supplement.
3.1

Elements to be Analyzed

Airport Land Acquisition. Acquisition of land for future airport development was addressed
during the 2007 Master Plan Update. The total area of land recommended for acquisition was
75.18 acres, of which 16.07 acres are required for relocation of the parallel taxiway. The
balance of land scheduled for acquisition is approximately 59.11 acres of land available to
support future airport development. Identified land for future airport development is contiguous
to, and in addition to, the 16.07 acres required for relocation of the parallel taxiway. Figure 3.1
shows the property to be acquired in relationship to the existing airport property boundary and
proposed relocated parallel taxiway.
Three options are being considered for land acquisition. These options are listed below:




Alternative 1: No action
Alternative 2: Acquire 59.11 acres beyond the 16.07 acres required for parallel taxiway
relocation
Alternative 3: Acquire 30.42 acres in addition to the 59.11 acres for a total of 89.53
acres beyond the 16.07 acres required for the parallel taxiway and analyzed in the 2011
EA.

As noted in the 2011 EA, the ALP for the McCall Municipal Airport has shown acquisition of
approximately 64 acres of land along the airport’s eastern property boundary since the late
1980’s. Based on the current Record of Survey for this land, it is currently divided into four
parcels; 19.08 acres (Parcel 1), 20 acres (Parcel 2), 9.83 acres (Parcel 3) and 26.27 acres
(Parcel 4) for a total of 75.18 acres (see Figure 3.1). After land is taken for relocation of the
parallel taxiway, three of the four parcels will be reduced in size to the following areas; 16.27
acres (Parcel 1), 16.95 acres (Parcel 2), 17.14 acres (Parcel 4). Including Parcel 3, which
remains unchanged at 9.83 acres, these modified parcels total 59.11 acres. Each property is
under varying degrees of ownership by two corporations. The 2011 EA noted that it is
considered undesirable to acquire this land in a series of piecemeal purchases:
“By purchasing the property in one acquisition, the City will be able to avoid costly
acquisition fees (i.e., appraisal and negotiation). Additionally, purchasing all the property
now would protect the Airport from encroachment by incompatible land uses, while
preserving it for aeronautical uses. Depending on the alternative presented,
approximately 1-16 acres of land is required for taxiway construction to comply with FAA
runway/taxiway centerline separation standards.”
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The EA also addresses the shortage of developable land on the airport and the need for land for
future growth:
“The existing ALP for the Airport depicts land and aviation land uses for this land totaling
approximately 64 acres, which have been previously disclosed via the Airport Master
Plan Update process. The Airport Master Plan Update of 2007 documents a need for an
additional 135 hangars through the 2025 planning period. Approximately 20 of the
hangars needed by 2015 can be accommodated on existing airport property. By 2015, it
is estimated that 72 additional hangars will be in demand. Therefore, in the foreseeable
(3-5 year) planning period, there will be a deficit of 52 spaces upon which to develop
new hangars.”
In a memorandum dated January 24, 2012, from John Anderson, McCall Airport Manager, to
Sandy Simmons and Cayla Morgan, FAA, John Anderson states that the airport currently has a
list of about 40 individuals waiting to build a hangar. These individuals have paid a $500 deposit
to be added to the waiting list, indicating that the need to acquire more land for airport
development is immediate.
Future Aeronautical Development. In support of the FAA position that future development on
the 59.11 and 30.42 acre areas will require additional environmental study, the 2011 EA
includes the following statement:
“Additional property acquisition – beyond that required for the taxiway relocation – does
not vary with each build alternative. The property for proposed acquisition is highlighted
in Figure 3A, the Airport Layout Plan. As previously stated, the environmental impact(s)
of developing the acquired property will be addressed in future NEPA documents.”
As directed by the FAA, this EA Supplement will rely on data and analysis collected as part of
the 2011 EA which studied the whole parcels but only reported findings on the 16.07 acre
portion. The larger parcels identified in this EA supplement are virtually identical to the smaller
portions studied in the 2011 EA; undeveloped pasture land, with no previous development.
As previously stated, future environmental analysis will be conducted prior to the construction of
future airport related development upon purchased land.
3.2

Analysis of Alternatives

During teleconferences with FAA environmental and engineering staff on February 2nd and 10th
of 2012, rationale for acquisition of additional land was discussed. During these conversations,
FAA staff expressed support for acquisition of the additional land beyond the 16.07 acres
required for relocation of the parallel taxiway. Rationale for acquisition of additional land
included the following:




Acquisition of land on the east side of the airport is shown on the current ALP
and has been since the 1980’s.
There are few undeveloped areas within the current airport property boundary
and demand exists for new hangars.
Acquisition of the additional 59.11 acres will protect the airport from
encroachment of incompatible land uses.
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Based on this rationale, the project alternatives will be analyzed on their ability to meet the
Purpose and Need. FAA guidance will be used to as the basis for comparison of the
alternatives. FAA staff also noted that future development on the larger property will require
additional environmental study prior to development of specific areas.
Field data collected as part of the 2011 EA will be used to evaluate the alternatives presented in
the EA Supplement. The following is a brief summary of the field studies performed during the
2011 EA:


The US Army Corps of Engineers concurred with the project wetland delineation that
determined 2.26 acres of jurisdictional wetlands/waters and 3.01 acres of nonjurisdictional waters are located within 16.07 acre project area.
Wetland delineation was performed on the larger 59.11 and 89.53 acre areas and is
included Appendix D of the 2011 EA.
As the 2011 EA concluded, it is likely that development on the 59.11 acre area will
impact wetlands to some degree and those impacts will need to be mitigated off-site at a
2:1 replacement ratio. US Army Corps of Engineers rules for wetland permitting require
that the alternatives reviewed include an alternative that avoids wetland impact, if
possible. Since this project is limited to land acquisition only, future impacts to site
wetlands cannot be quantified at this time. As development proceeds on the acquired
land, site specific environmental studies will be performed. Revised Figure 4B included
in Chapter 4 includes the footprint of future airport development as depicted on the ALP
over the delineated wetlands identified in the 2011 EA.



The Biological Evaluation found there would be no adverse impacts to species at or near
the Airport. The Action Area of the Biological Evaluation includes both the 59.11 and the
additional 30.42 acre areas. The Biological Evaluation is included in Appendix E of the
2011 EA.



The Airport has been identified as potential habitat for the Northern Idaho Ground
Squirrel. Additional field research was conducted in June of 2009 to determine the
species presence. The investigation found no squirrels on site nor does the site provide
habitat for the Northern Idaho Ground Squirrel. The additional land proposed for
acquisition was included as part of the field research. The findings of the field research
are included in Appendix F of the 2011 EA.



The cultural resource inventory did not identify any cultural resources or subsequent
impacts. The additional land to be acquired is adjacent to the study area and is also
undeveloped grazing land. Features of this land were inventoried along with the 16.07
acres to be acquired for parallel taxiway relocation. Therefore, the findings of the cultural
resource inventory are applicable to the land included in the EA Supplement. The
cultural resource inventory is included in Appendix G.
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Alternative 1: No Action
The No Action Alternative maintains the findings of the 2011 EA in that only 16.07 acres
would be acquired for relocation of the parallel taxiway. This option does not provide
land for expansion of the current airfield and does not protect the airport from
encroachment of development that is incompatible with the airport, including potential
through-the-fence proposals. Even though it does not meet the project Purpose and
Need, it will be retained in the EA Supplement as a baseline for analysis of other
alternatives.
Key Features of Alternative 1 are:
 No property is acquired.
 There are no environmental impacts.
Alternative 1 does not meet the Purpose and Need statement for the project. It is
retained in the EA Supplement for comparison purposes only.
3.2.2

Alternative 2: Acquire 59.11 acres beyond the 16.07 acres required for
parallel taxiway relocation

Approximately 59.11 acres of land would be acquired under Alternative 2.This land
would serve the dual purposes of providing land for potential development of future
airport facilities and protect the airport from encroachment of incompatible land uses
including potential through-the-fence proposals.
Acquisition of the 16.07 acres of land required for relocation of the parallel taxiway will
require splitting three of the four properties that make up the 59.11 acre total. The 2011
EA studied these parcels in whole but only reported findings for the 16.07 acre area.
Therefore, the data and findings of the 2011 EA can logically be extended to the EA
Supplement for these four parcels.
Figure 3.1 shows the parcels to be acquired. Parcels within the dark blue boundary
make up the 59.11 acres included in this EA Supplement. The 16.07 acres within the
green boundary is the land needed for relocation of the parallel taxiway and included in
the 2011 EA.
Key features of Alternative 2 are:
 Provides land for future development of airport facilities including aircraft
hangars, aircraft parking, FBO, and a terminal building as well as associated
taxiways, taxilanes and aprons. Protects the airport from encroachment of
incompatible land uses.
 Consistent with approved ALP.
Alternative 2 meets the purpose and need statement for the project.
3.2.3

Alternative 3: Acquire an additional 30.42 acres

A total of approximately 89.53 acres of land would be acquired under Alternative 3. A
total of 30.42 additional acres of land would be acquired above the amount acquired in
Alternative 2. However, a substantial portion (approximately 7.95 acres) of the additional
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land acquired under Alternative 3 is classified as wetlands. This greater area of land
would provide additional space for expansion of airport facilities. Acquisition of additional
land also enhances protection of the airport from encroachment of incompatible land
uses including potential requests for through-the-fence development and activity.
Further, the addition of this land also permits the relocation of the National Weather
Service ASOS back to its original location.
The additional land listed in Alternative 3 is currently part of a larger ranch property. The
2011 EA studied this land but only reported findings for that portion needed for the
parallel taxiway relocation. The findings of the EA can also be extended for use in the
EA Supplement.
Figure 3.1 shows this additional land as two parcels even though it is not yet broken out
from the larger ranch property. This property is indicated as split into two parcels, one
with a pink boundary and the other with a yellow boundary.
Key features of Alternative 3 are:
 Provides land for future development of airport facilities including aircraft
hangars, aircraft parking, FBO, and a terminal building as well as associated
taxiways, taxilanes and aprons.
 Provides additional protection to the airport from encroachment of incompatible
land uses including potential through-the-fence developments.
 Provides land to possibly relocate the National Weather Service ASOS to its
original McCall Municipal Airport location. The ASOS was required to be moved
because the present landowner would not allow it to remain without very large
payments which would have exceeded the value of the land.
Alternative 3 meets the purpose and need statement for the project. However, as stated
by FAA environmental staff in a phone conversation on February 10, 2012, acquisition of
the additional 30.42 acres for Alternative 3 is not supported at this time. Rationale for
this decision included the fact that this land is not indicated for acquisition on the current
Airport Layout Plan and the need for acquisition is beyond the 20 year time frame of the
airport’s master plan.
3.3

Summary

The primary differentiators between the three alternatives are the extent of land acquisition
needed for development and associated cost of the land.
Alternative 2 is the preferred alternative as it meets the project’s Purpose and Need. It provides
land needed for future airport development, is indicated for acquisition on the airport’s current
ALP and protects the airport from encroachment of incompatible land uses. Figure 3.2 shows
the Preferred Alternative.
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CHAPTER 4
Affected Environment
FAA Orders 1050.1E, Environmental Impacts and Procedures, 5050.4B, NEPA Implementing
Instructions for Airports, requires the evaluation of the following resource categories:




















Air Quality
Biotic Resources
Compatible Land Use
Construction
Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f) Resources
Federally listed Endangered and Threatened Species
Energy Supplies, Natural Resources, and Sustainable Design
Environmental Justice
Farmlands
Hazardous Materials
Historical, Architectural, and Cultural Resources, including Native American and Tribal
Resources
Induced/Secondary Socioeconomic
Light Emissions and Visual Effects
Noise
Social Impacts
Solid Waste
Water Quality
Wetlands
Cumulative Impacts

This chapter summarizes existing conditions as they relate to the above resource categories.
Refer to the 2011 EA to review full descriptions of the affected environment and existing
conditions. As is the case for the 2011 EA, three elements, Coastal Resources, Floodplains
and, Wild and Scenic Rivers are not applicable to this EA Supplement:





Coastal Resources laws pertain to marine coastal areas on the Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf
coasts of the United States. The project site is outside of any areas regulated under
shoreline or coastline laws.
Floodplains Executive Order 11988 directs Federal agencies to "take action to reduce
the risk of flood loss, to minimize the impact of floods on human safety, health and
welfare, and to restore Flood Insurance Rate Maps (Panel Number 160175 0001-0002),
prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Administration, shows that the Airport
is outside of any known area subject to flooding.
The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1271-1287) was developed to protect certain
free flowing rivers with outstanding scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife,
historic, cultural, or other similar values. Based on a review of the National Park Service
website (http://www.rivers.gov/maps/conus-072.pdf), there are no rivers in the project
vicinity designated as Wild and Scenic, or on the Candidate Rivers for Wild and Scenic
listing.
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No further discussion or analysis of these elements will be included in the EA Supplement as
these elements were not addressed in the 2011 EA.
4.1

Airport Location and Study Area

The following paragraphs from the EA describe the airport location and study area. The EA
Supplement study area is at the same location and is included in the original study area.
“The Airport is located in Valley County, Idaho approximately one mile south of
downtown McCall along Highway 55. Valley County is in central Idaho, from Long Valley
and McCall east to the Middle Fork of the Salmon River. The South Fork of the Salmon
River divides the county in two and flows north toward the Salmon River. The Payette
River drains southward in the western part of the county, through McCall.
The Airport is zoned as Airport in the McCall City Code. Existing land uses north of the
Airport include Community Commercial, Civic, and Low Density Residential. To the east
zoning is Community Commercial and Industrial. Southern zoning is Rural Residential
(10 acres). While zoning to the west is a mix of Industrial, Civic, and Medium Density
Residential.”
Refer to Figure 4.1, Vicinity Map, which shows the Airport and surrounding area.
4.2

Air Quality

Geographic areas are classified as “non-attainment” if standards for one of the monitored
pollutants are violated. Areas classified as “attainment” are typically monitored for these
standards, but no violations have occurred. Areas are “non-classified” if air quality is generally
not a concern. The Airport is in a “non-classified” area.
4.3

Biotic Resources

The 2011 EA examines biotic resources in the 16.07 acre area as well as the larger properties
addressed by this EA Supplement. Biotic resources include plant and animal life found within
the project study area. The EA references a Biological Evaluation prepared by Tom
Duebendorfer, PWS. This evaluation can be found in Appendix E of the 2011 EA. The project
area covered by the Biological Evaluation includes all land within the airport property boundary
as well as the 59.11 acre area. The findings of the Biological Evaluation are therefore inclusive
of this larger parcel.
The following paragraphs address the vegetative and wildlife resources found on the land being
considered for acquisition.
4.3.1

Vegetation Communities

The 2011 EA describes the vegetation found on the 16.07 acre site as well as the larger
properties being discussed in this EA Supplement. The overall airport site is described
as “non-native herbaceous habitat: disturbed and invasive grass and forbs”. With the
exception of ditches on the site, the majority of the 59.11 acre area is characterized as
“highly grazed open pasture”. This is consistent with the description and character of the
16.07 acre parcel.
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Both the 16.07 acre parcel and the larger parcel are underlain by the same Donnel
sandy loam and Melton loam soils.
4.3.2

Wildlife Resources

Idaho Department of Fish and Game and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
were contacted for a list of potentially impacted species as part of the 2011 EA. This
listing included a list of species reported to occur within a 5 mile radius of the McCall
Airport. This radius included the original 16.07 acres parcel as well as the 59.11 acre
parcel examined by this EA Supplement. Of the species reported, only two were listed
as potentially being impacted by projects on the land acquired. These included the bull
trout and the Northern Idaho ground squirrel. Additional field study of the site for
presence/absence of the Northern Idaho ground squirrel was undertaken in June 2009
with no evidence of this species found. Results of this field study are included in the
2011 EA in Appendix F.
These wildlife studies were performed concurrently on the 59.11 acre parcel during the
process of investigating the 16.07 acre parcel. Therefore, the findings of these studies
are applicable to the EA Supplement.
4.4

Compatible Land Use

As stated in the 2011 EA, the City of McCall has zoning ordinances in place around the McCall
Municipal Airport. Specifically, the land area studied in the 2011 EA as well as the 59.11 acre
parcel addressed by the EA Supplement is currently zoned as Community Commercial and
Industrial. The acquisition of the 59.11 acre parcel and the subsequent development would be
consistent with City zoning and has been anticipated by City planners for many years.
Noise contours generated during the 2007 Master Plan Update were reviewed during the 2011
EA. Being a greater distance from Runway 16-34, the noise contours have a lesser impact on
the 59.11 acre parcel than on the 16.07 acre parcel. Zoning of these parcels is compatible with
land use around the airport as noted in the 2011 EA:
4.5

Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f) Resources

The 2011 EA lists a number of parks that are classified as 4(f) resources in the vicinity of McCall
Municipal Airport. These include Chipmunk, Legacy and Rotary parks in McCall and Ponderosa
State Park north of McCall.
4.6

Federally Listed Endangered and Threatened Species

As noted in the 2011 EA, section 7(a) (2) of the Endangered Species Act requires that federal
agencies contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and/or the National Marine Fisheries
Service before starting any construction projects to determine the presence on any threatened
or endangered species in the project area. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was contacted for
a listing of species that may be impacted by the project. As discussed in Section 4.3, this inquiry
resulted in only two project specific requests for impacts to two species. These species were the
bull trout and Northern Idaho ground squirrel.
Additional study for the presence/absence of the Northern Idaho Ground Squirrel was
completed due to the presence of suitable habitat within the project area. This study was
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performed by Dr. Yensen, Department of Biology, The College of Idaho, Caldwell, Idaho in June
2009. Results from this study are included in Appendix F of the 2011 EA. The investigation
found no squirrels on site nor does the site provide habitat for the Northern Idaho Ground
Squirrel.
4.7

Energy Supplies, Natural Resources and Sustainable Design

The 2011 EA discusses Executive Order 13123 and FAA Order 1050.1E as references for
energy efficiency, conservation and sustainability at Federal facilities. These Orders are
applicable to land acquisition at McCall Municipal Airport and will be implemented as
development occurs on undeveloped airport property.
Current energy uses at the airport include electrical power and petroleum products. Other
resources used include mineral resources in the form of aggregates for construction of airfield
facilities.
4.8

Environmental Justice

Environmental impact on particular populations is referred to in the 2011 EA as environmental
justice. The following paragraph from the 2011 EA discusses this topic:
“Low income and minority communities, for example, may bear a disproportionately high
risk to human health and the environment from pollution and other effects of specific
types of development or facilities. Children are also more sensitive to certain types of
impacts that may alter physical development or impact schools or other concentrations
of children. Executive Order 12898 (Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations) and Executive Order 13045
(Protection of Children from Environmental Health and Safety Risks) provide the basis
for this analysis.”
The land uses around the Airport consist of commercial, industrial, residential (rural, low and
medium density), and civic. Within the project area, including the DNL 65 contour described
below in section 4.14, there are no concentrations of minority or low-income populations or
places where children congregate (e.g. schools, recreation centers or day care centers).
4.9

Farmlands

The soils contained within the 59.11 acre area are of the same type as those discussed in the
2011 EA. The soils in the vicinity of the McCall Municipal Airport do not meet the definition of
prime or unique farm soil as defined by the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
4.10

Hazardous Materials

There is no history of spills or dumping on the land proposed for acquisition. Based on
conversations with airport staff and owners of these parcels, there is no basis for concern that
the property is contaminated by hazardous waste.
4.11

Historical, Architectural, and Cultural Resources, including Native American and
Tribal Resources
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A cultural resource inventory was prepared for undeveloped lands to the east of the parallel
taxiway. This inventory included the 16.07 acres to be acquired for the parallel taxiway
relocation and also the 59.11 acre area included in the EA Supplement. The Cultural Resource
Inventory is included in the 2011 EA in Appendix G. The findings of this inventory are
summarized in the following paragraph from the EA. These findings are also directly applicable
to land under consideration in the EA Supplement:
“The study concluded that the project area has been severely impacted by previous
disturbances, including impacts from airport-related construction, grazing and irrigation.
The historic-period cultural resources that were identified are in accordance with
SWCA’s expectations for the site and will not be affected by the Proposed Action.”
4.12

Induced/Secondary Socioeconomic

No induced or secondary socioeconomic impacts are expected from acquisition of the 59.11
acre parcel. As noted in the 2011 EA, induced impacts are normally not significant except when
there are also significant impacts on other categories.
4.13

Light Emissions and Visual Effects

Airfield lighting is regulated by the FAA and is necessary for airport navigation and pilot
guidance. As noted in the 2011 EA, improvement to the airport will increase light emissions.
However, FAA regulations recommend minimization of glare that could interfere with a pilot’s
ability to see or understand airport lighting.
The Airport currently has medium-intensity runway lighting and runway end identifier lights. The
Airport is also equipped with a rotating beacon, a lighted windsock and precision approach path
indicators. The lighting may be visible at night from adjacent home sites. Beyond the properties
adjacent to the airport, on-airport lighting is mostly contained on-site and does not spillover into
the surrounding community. The beacon may be visible within a mile of the Airport.
4.14

Noise

The 2007 Master Plan Update studied noise generated on the airport by aircraft. As part of that
update, a noise contour map was generated. This map was the basis for the determination of
noise impacts around the airport reported by the 2011 EA. The noise contour map shows the
65 dBA day/night average sound level (DNL) and is based on forecast activity (operations and
based aircraft) determined during the 20 year planning period as detailed in the Master Plan.
Chapter 7 of the Master Plan for the McCall Municipal Airport provides extensive discussion and
noise modeling based on future airport activity which includes the runway extension to 6,500
feet. The noise contours generated in the Master Plan and referenced in the 2011 EA are based
on forecast activity levels in excess of existing activity. The Proposed Action will not increase
noise at the airport. Further, potential future airport development on the acquired parcels will not
exceed forecast activity and the noise contours developed in the 2007 Master Plan.
4.15

Social Impacts

As discussed in the 2011 EA, FAA is required to evaluate proposed airport development to
determine the social impacts of that development. Executive Order 13045, Protection of
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Children from Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks defines the risks to children’s safety
that should be assessed as part of the environmental documentation of a project.
Thresholds of significance for social impacts include:






Extensive relocation, but sufficient replacement housing is unavailable.
Extensive relocation of community businesses that would cause severe economic
hardship for affected communities.
Disruption of local traffic patterns that substantially reduce the Levels of Service of roads
serving the airport and its surrounding communities.
A substantial loss in community tax base.
For Children’s Health & Safety Risks: An action causing disproportionate health and
safety risks to children may indicate a significant impact.

The area surrounding the airport experiencing social impacts of this project is the same for both
the 16.07 acre parcel discussed in the 2011 EA and the 59.11 acre parcel addressed in the EA
Supplement. As noted in the EA, the area surrounding the airport is large-lot residential with the
residences located to the north and west of the airport. As the land to be acquired is east of the
airport, there are no environmental justice or children’s populations present in the areas under
consideration.
4.16

Solid Waste

Currently, the Airport generates solid waste from the existing FBO and from aircraft using the
Airport. The quantity generated is minimal, and is picked up as part of a regular garbage
collection cycle. The 2011 EA notes that any project that increases capacity at the airport will
increase the generation of solid waste.
4.17

Water Quality

As noted in the 2011 EA, there is potential for impacts to water quality due to airport activities.
The 59.11 acre parcel is part of the same watershed as the 16.07 acre parcel studied in the
2011 EA. As noted in that document, stormwater from this site currently infiltrates or drains into
unnamed streams and ultimately into the Payette River.
The 2011 EA notes that increased stormwater runoff will be treated with additional swales and
either infiltrate or be transported via a modified stormwater system. As development occurs, the
City will be required to obtain a 1200-C permit for construction activities on the land studied for
acquisition under the EA Supplement.
4.18

Wetlands

Wetlands delineation was prepared for the properties on east side of the McCall Municipal
Airport after site visit on October 6-8, 2009. This field investigation identified seven areas that
meet wetlands criteria. These areas are included in Appendix D of the 2011 EA. The extent of
wetlands on the 59.11 acre property can be seen on the attached Revised Figure 4B on the
following page. Although the EA only summarizes wetlands on the 16.07 acre area, delineated
of wetlands on the 59.11 acre area was completed during this study. Of the wetlands delineated
in the 2011 EA, only Areas 3, 7 and 9 (approximately 5.75 acres) appear to extend onto the
59.11 acre area. The characteristics of this area are summarized in Table 4A of the 2011 EA.
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The 2011 EA includes the following discussion regarding Corps of Engineers jurisdiction over
wetlands in the project area:
“Based on conversations with Greg Martinez (pers. comm., October 7, 2008), the Corps
of Engineers takes jurisdiction over any wetlands or waters that are connected to the
North Fork of the Payette River. The intermittent stream and non-wetland drainage
ditches (except Area 12), irrespective of whether an Ordinary High Water line is visible,
are normally considered jurisdictional, and are classified as “tributaries”. Any areas that
meet wetland criteria and are connected to the river by tributaries are considered
jurisdictional “adjacent wetlands” or “abutting wetlands”. According to Greg, the Corps
may in some circumstances determine that duration of flow is insufficient for a channel to
be considered a tributary, but the default assumption is that all connected channels are
“tributaries” and are under Corps jurisdiction.”
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CHAPTER 5
Environmental Consequences and Mitigation
This Chapter provides a summary of the impacts of the two alternatives under analysis,
Alternative 1 (No Action), and Alternative 2 (Preferred Alternative), for each of the environmental
elements described in the previous chapter. These impacts may be short-term, generally
associated with construction activity, or they may be long-term, associated with the new facilities
or the operation of the improved airport. In some cases, there may be no impact. Where
applicable, reference will be made to additional information contained in the 2011 EA prepared
which contains topic-specific reports.
While this supplement to the 2011 EA is focused on the Proposed Action (land acquisition),
potential impacts possible future airport related development is also briefly discussed as
appropriate. Future environmental analysis will be necessary prior to aviation improvements
upon acquired land.
5.1

Air Quality
5.1.1 Regulatory Setting
The 2011 EA discusses the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency air quality standards
that are applicable to the project. FAA Order 1050.1E and the analysis requirements for
air quality are also discussed.
5.1.2

Analysis

The 2011 EA notes that acquiring land and relocating the parallel taxiway will not
increase the number of aircraft operations at McCall Municipal Airport. Likewise,
Acquisition of the 59.11 acre parcel will not increase airport capacity.
5.1.2.1 No Action Alternative
The No Action Alternative will not produce emissions.
5.1.2.2 Preferred Alternative
The Preferred Alternative will not increase airport capacity. It will not increase
travel distances and will not produce increased emissions.
Future development of the acquired land will be in response to aviation demand
at the airport. It is possible that new development may result in increased activity
at the airport. The level of increased activity is not expected to increase
emissions. Additional environmental study will be required prior to any
development on the 59.11 acre site.
5.1.3

5.2

Mitigation

No mitigation is required as the Preferred Alternative will not result in increased
emissions.
Biotic Resources
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Regulatory Setting

The 2011 EA references FAA Order 1050.1E as the source of regulatory authority when
determining the significance of a project’s impacts on the biotic community. The EA lists
the following criteria that constitute a significant impact on biotic communities:


Input from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service indicates that substantial, projectinduced damage to wildlife cannot be mitigated to minimal levels; or,



Analysis indicates that project implementation would result in the loss of a
substantial amount of habitat, of habitat that supports rare species, or of small
amounts of sensitive habitat with a significant accompanying loss of plant
communities and displacement of wildlife when these adverse impacts to wildlife
or wildlife habitat cannot be mitigated to the satisfaction of the resource
agencies.

5.2.2

Analysis

A Biological Evaluation was performed for the 2011 EA. This evaluation concluded that
land under consideration in the Proposed Action consisted of vegetative communities
that “were mostly species of non-natives and typical of highly disturbed, grazed open
fields and pastures.” The evaluation also contacted both Federal and State officials for
listings of species that are potentially impacted by the Proposed Action. These listings
included all species reported to occur within a five mile radius of the airport. Figure 5.1
indicates the study area evaluated in the 2011 EA. Both the 16.07 acre parcel and the
59.11 acre parcel were included in the 2011 Action Area therefore, the biotic resources
listed in the 2011 EA are applicable to the EA Supplement.
5.2.2.1 No Action Alternative
There would be no impact to habitat types found on and around.
5.2.2.2 Preferred Alternative
Based on the Biological Evaluation completed in the 2011 EA , the Preferred
Alternative would have no impact on vegetative communities or species.
There would be the potential for habitat loss for the Western Toad as a result of
future airport development but loss of wetland habitat will be mitigated off-site.
Additional environmental study will be required prior to any development on the
59.11 acre site to fully evaluate impacts of development on habitat.
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Mitigation

The Preferred Alternative will not impact Western Toad habitat. Potential off-site
mitigation of wetlands resulting from future development on the land will be analyzed in
additional environmental study.
5.3

Compatible Land Use
5.3.1

Regulatory Setting

The 2011 EA references FAA Order 1050.1E as the source of regulatory authority when
determining compatibility of land uses in the vicinity of an airport.
5.3.2

Analysis

Noise projections for the airport were performed using the FAA Integrated Noise Model
as part of the 2007 Master Plan Update for McCall Municipal Airport. The results of the
Master Plan noise model were used in the 2011 EA. The Master Plan determined that
the 65 dBA DNL noise contour extends off airport property to the north, south and west.
City zoning to the north is community commercial, civic and low density residential.
Zoning to the south is rural residential and to the west it is industrial, civic and medium
density residential. Noise contours do not extend off airport property to the east.
5.3.2.1 No Action Alternative
The No Action Alternative will maintain the existing level of airport noise and will
not shift the 65 dBA DNL noise contour.
5.3.2.2 Preferred Alternative
The Preferred Alternative will maintain the existing level of airport noise and will
not shift the 65 dBA DNL noise contour. As development occurs on the land to be
acquired, there may be additional noise from taxiing aircraft, but it is expected
noise levels will remain below the 65 dBA threshold. Additional environmental
study will be required prior to any development on the 59.11 acre site to fully
evaluate impacts of development on noise.
5.3.3

Mitigation

No mitigation is proposed as the noise increases are not significant and will not impact
the location of the current 65 dBA noise contour line.
5.4

Construction
5.4.1

Regulatory Setting

As referenced in the 2011 EA, future construction will be performed in accordance with
FAA Advisory Circular 150/5370-10A. The City of McCall would be required to obtain
authorization under the US Army Corps of Engineers for a National Pollutant Discharge
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Elimination System (NPDES) Construction General Permit (1200-C) and prepare a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to control stormwater runoff and obtain
an air quality permit for land clearing/earthmoving activities.
5.4.2

Analysis

The No Action Alternative involves no construction of airport facilities. The Preferred
Alternative would acquire land for future development.
5.4.2.1 No Action Alternative
The No Action Alternative will have no impacts since no construction will take
place on the site. No new airport related activity would occur on the site.
5.4.2.2 Preferred Alternative
The Preferred Alternative will have no immediate impacts as no construction will
take place.
5.4.3

Mitigation

Future construction on the site that may create adverse impacts includes construction
noise, dust, erosion and spills. Additional environmental study will occur prior to any
future development. Future analysis may determine additional mitigation is necessary.
The 2011 EA suggests the following BMP’s to mitigate construction impacts when and if
they occur:










5.5

Limits on hours of construction
Requirements for engine mufflers for construction equipment to reduce noise
SPPC Plan and on-site materials for spill containment and clean up
Washing earthmoving equipment before it leaves site
Recycling of pavement and other waste materials where appropriate
Neighborhood notification and road posting in advance of traffic closures/detours
Neighborhood notification of tree removal activity, which will occur during the
nonnesting period that typically begins after September 1st
Upon completion of construction, unpaved areas will be seeded in grass or
grass-type vegetation to provide soil stabilization
Federal and State recommended BMPs for erosion control and water quality
protection

Department of Transportation Act Section 4(f) Resources
5.5.1

Regulatory Setting

FAA Order 1050.1E is listed in the 2011 EA as the source of regulatory authority for
determining the effects of the alternatives on 4(f) properties.
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Analysis

The 2011 EA lists three City parks and on State park as potential 4(f) resources. All
parks are north of the airport ranging from 1.0 to 2.0 miles from the project area. Other
noise sensitive areas such as schools and churches are located in within the McCall City
boundary.
5.5.2.1 No Action Alternative
The No Action Alternative will not change the level of noise at these recreation
and noise sensitive sites.
5.5.2.2 Preferred Alternative
The Preferred Alternative will have no immediate noise impacts on these
properties. As development on the site occurs, it will not have an impact on noise
sensitive areas. Additional environmental study will be required prior to any
development on the 59.11 acre site to fully evaluate impacts of development.
5.5.3

Mitigation

No mitigation is necessary.
5.6

Federally Listed Endangered and Threatened Species
5.6.1

Regulatory Setting

FAA Order 1050.1E is listed in the 2011 EA as the source of regulatory authority for
determining the effects of the alternatives on threatened and endangered species. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service determines impacts the Proposed Action is likely to have
on species that are Federally listed as endangered or threatened. As noted in the 2011
EA, FAA Order 1050.1E Change 1, determines when a project would have significant
impact on special status species base on the following criteria:


Input from the USFWS or National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) indicates
that listed or proposed to be listed species are present within the area affected by
the Proposed Action, and the biological assessment for the Proposed Action
indicates an adverse effect on endangered or threatened species or on critical
habitat;



Input from the USFWS indicates that substantial, project-induced damage to
wildlife cannot be mitigated to minimal levels; or,



Analysis indicates that project implementation would result in the loss of a
substantial amount of habitat, of habitat that supports rare species, or of small
amounts of sensitive habitat with a significant accompanying loss of plant
communities and displacement of wildlife when these adverse impacts to wildlife
or wildlife habitat cannot be mitigated to the satisfaction of the resource
agencies.

5.6.2

Analysis
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The Biological Evaluation conducted for the 2011 EA is the basis for the determination of
threatened or endangered species for the alternatives examined by the EA Supplement.
The project specific request identified potential impacts on two species, the bull trout and
Northern Idaho ground squirrel. The 2011 EA addresses these potential impacts in the
following paragraphs:
 Bull trout - Since there are no streams or creeks in the project area that harbor or
could potentially harbor bull trout, there will be no impact on this species
 Northern Idaho Ground Squirrel (NIDGS) - Because modeled NIDGS habitat is
present within the vicinity of the project area, field studies for its
presence/absence were by Dr. Yensen (Department of Biology, The College of
Idaho, Caldwell, Idaho) in June 2009, which concluded there were no squirrels on
site nor does the site provide habitat for the Northern Idaho Ground Squirrel.
5.6.2.1 No Action Alternative
The No Action alternative will not change habitat types found in the vicinity of the
airport.
5.6.2.2 Preferred Alternative
The Biologic Evaluation performed for the 2011 EA determined that that the
Preferred Alternative for the taxiway would have no impact to threatened or
endangered species. Since lands included in the Preferred Alternative of this EA
Supplement were studied in this same Biologic Evaluation, it can be determined
there will be no impacts to federally listed threatened or endangered species.
Additional environmental study will be required prior to any development on the
59.11 acre site to fully evaluate potential impacts of development.
5.6.3

Mitigation

Since there are no anticipated negative impacts, no mitigation is necessary.
5.7

Energy Supplies, Natural Resources, and Sustainable Design
5.7.1

Regulatory Setting

FAA Order 1050.1E is listed in the 2011 EA as the source of NEPA requirements for
analysis of impacts and information needed for environmental assessment when an
action’s construction, operation or maintenance would cause demands that exceed
available natural resources or energy supplies.
5.7.2

Analysis

Acquisition of the land for airport expansion will not create increase demand for
electricity, fuel or construction materials.
5.7.2.1 No Action Alternative
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The No Action Alternative will not change the current demand for energy or
natural resources.
5.7.2.2 Preferred Alternative
The Proposed Action will not create demand for energy or natural resources.
Future development may increase demand for these resources, however future
demand is anticipated to be relatively low. Additional environmental study will be
required prior to development of the land to be acquired and will analyze
potential impacts.
5.8

Environmental Justice
5.8.1

Regulatory Setting

FAA Order 1050.1E is listed in the 2011 EA as the source of NEPA requirements for
determination of significance of airport development on environmental justice. As in the
2011 EA, socioeconomic impacts on a public service are considered significant if
construction of new facilities is required to accommodate the projected demand for
action.
5.8.2

Analysis

The 2011 EA identified a school and two nursing home/retirement home facilities north
of the airport. No population of low income households or minority populations were
identified.
5.8.2.1 No Action Alternative
The No Action Alternative will not change the current airport configuration. This
Alternative would not change the impact the airport has on the surrounding
community.
5.8.2.2 Preferred Alternative
No relocation of residences or businesses will occur as a result of the Preferred
Alternative. No jobs or residences will be affected and other off-site impacts will
be minimal. No disproportionate impacts will affect any one segment of the
population. Additional environmental study will be required prior to any
development on the 59.11 acre site to fully evaluate impacts of development.
5.8.3

Mitigation

No mitigation is proposed as there is no disproportionate impact to any one segment of
the population.
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Farmlands
5.9.1

Regulatory Setting

FAA Order 1050.1E is listed in the 2011 EA as the source of regulatory requirements for
determination of the significance of project impacts on farmland and if those impacts
exceed National Resource Conservation Service standards.
5.9.2

Analysis

The 2011 EA notes that the area proposed for acquisition under the EA Supplement is
not considered prime or unique farmland. Underlying soils are noted as Donnel sandy
loam and Gestrin loam.
5.9.2.1 No Action Alternative
The No Action Alternative will not require acquisition of farmland for airport use.
5.9.2.2 Preferred Alternative
The Proposed Action would require acquisition of pastureland for airport use.
However, this land does not contain soil types characteristic of prime or unique
farmland. Additional environmental study will be required prior to any
development on the 59.11 acre site to fully evaluate impacts of development.
5.9.3

Mitigation

No mitigation is necessary as no prime or unique farmland would be taken.
5.10

Hazardous Materials
5.10.1 Regulatory Setting
FAA Order 1050.1E is listed in the 2011 EA as the source of NEPA requirements for
analysis of impacts of hazardous waste generated, disturbed, transported, treated,
stored or disposed by the action under consideration.
5.10.2 Analysis
The 2011 EA notes the presence of above-ground fuel storage tanks on the airport.
These tanks have appropriate spill containment facilities. Monitoring has shown that no
leakage has occurred from these tanks. There is no known history of spill or dumping
that would indicate contamination of the land proposed for acquisition.
5.10.2.1

No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative will not increase potentially hazardous materials on the
airport. The No Action Alternative will not increase the risk of finding previous
contamination on the property proposed for acquisition.
5.10.2.2

Preferred Alternative
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The Proposed Action would not increase the generation of hazardous materials.
The City will be required to conduct due diligence on the properties proposed for
acquisition. There is no evidence of the increased risk of finding contaminated
areas during the investigation.
Once development occurs on the property to be acquired, the possibility of
contamination increases. Additional environmental analysis of the properties to
be acquired will be performed prior to any future development to define any
potential hazardous materials, potential impacts and required mitigation.
5.10.3 Mitigation
No mitigation is necessary.
5.11

Historical, Architectural, and Cultural Resources, including Native American and
Tribal Resources
5.11.1 Regulatory Setting
FAA Order 1050.1E is listed in the 2011 EA as the source of NEPA requirements for
analysis of properties under the National Historic Preservation Act. A “finding of no
adverse effect” may be proposed after determining the action would not:


Physically destroy the property;



Alter the property, but, if alterations would occur, they meet the requirements of
the Secretary of the Interior’s “Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties” (36
CFR part68);



Remove the property from its historic location;



Introduce an atmospheric, audible, or visual feature to the area that would
diminish the integrity of the property’s setting, provided the setting contributes to
the property’s historical significance; or,



Through transfer, sale, or lease, diminishes the long-term preservation of the
property’s historic significance that Federal ownership or control would otherwise
ensure.

5.11.2 Analysis
The 2011 EA includes a Cultural Resource Inventory. This inventory included portions
of the land included in the Proposed Action as part of this EA Supplement. One above
ground resource was found as well as one historic period archaeological find in the
Inventory. Full findings are included in Appendix G of the 2011 EA. Figure 5.2 includes
the study area and identified sites as included in the 2011 EA.
The Idaho State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) issued a letter of concurrence to
the FAA on July 16, 2009 stating that no additional investigations were recommended.
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No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative will have no impact on cultural, archaeological,
architectural, or historic resources.
5.11.2.2

Preferred Alternative

Base on the findings of SHPO (Appendix G), the Preferred Alternative will have
no effect on the cultural, archaeological, architectural or historic resources of the
land to be acquired. There is potential for discovery of archaeological or historic
material during development of the land proposed for acquisition. However,
additional environmental study must be performed prior to any airport
development on the property.
5.11.3 Mitigation
No mitigation is proposed for the Proposed Action.
5.12

Induced / Secondary Socioeconomic
5.12.1 Regulatory Setting
According to the 2011 EA, FAA Order 1050.1E and FAA 5050-4B have no threshold for
analysis of induced/secondary impacts. General guidance is given in Order 1050.1E that
could be used to measure induced/secondary impacts.
5.12.2 Analysis
The 2011 EA concludes the acquisition of land for relocation of the parallel taxiway will
not change the type of operations at the airport and therefore, no induced impacts would
be realized.
5.12.2.1

No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative will have no induced or secondary impacts.
5.12.2.2

Preferred Alternative

The Preferred Alternative will not have immediate induced or secondary
socioeconomic impacts. As development of the land proposed for acquisition
takes place, impacts may occur. However, additional environmental study must
be completed prior to any development of the land.
5.12.3 Mitigation
No mitigation is proposed. The acquisition of land for airport growth does not create any
negative induced socioeconomic impacts.
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Light Emissions and Visual Effects
5.13.1 Regulatory Setting
FAA Order 1050.1E and FAA 5050-4B defines the regulatory authority to assess any
lighting associates with an action. Since the land to be acquired is not currently
illuminated and will not be until development occurs, lighting levels and visual impacts
should not be affected. Additional study must be performed prior to any development of
this land. That study would look at the both lighting and visual impacts.
5.13.2 Analysis
The runway is currently illuminated at McCall Municipal Airport. There is also a rotating
beacon and numerous aircraft hangars with exterior lighting. Of these lights, only the
rotating beacon is visible to the surrounding community. The airport beacon will remain
in its current location.
5.13.2.1

No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative will not alter current light levels or views of the airport.
5.13.2.2

Preferred Alternative

The Preferred Alternative will not immediately change the view of the airport or
lighting levels. Addition of the land proposed for acquisition could lead to
increased growth and the associated visual impacts and added lighting.
However, additional environmental study must be completed prior to any
development of the land acquired to analyze potential impacts of development.
5.13.3 Mitigation
No mitigation is necessary. The acquisition of land for airport growth does not alter
current airport views or light levels.
5.14

Noise
5.14.1 Regulatory Setting
The 2011 EA notes that FAA guidelines indicate the 64 dBA DNL noise contour as the
noise level “acceptable to a reasonable person residing in the vicinity of the airport.” The
EA also notes that FAA guidance indicates that an increase in noise exposure of 1.5
dBA DNL is considered significant. When this level of increased noise is reached, a
threshold of 3 dBA DNL applies to the 60-65 DNL noise contour when comparing the No
Action versus the Preferred Alternative.
5.14.2 Analysis
The 2011 EA utilized the noise contours generated for the 2007 Master Plan Update.
This model predicted noise levels for the period of time from 2007 through 2012 and
included activity levels in excess of existing activity.
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As indicated by the 2011 EA, development on the east side of McCall Municipal airport
will have little effect on the perceived level of noise at the Airport and was considered in
the noise contours in the Master Plan.
5.14.2.1

No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative will not alter current noise levels at the airport.
5.14.2.2

Preferred Alternative

The Preferred Alternative will not immediately change noise levels at the airport.
As the land proposed for acquisition is developed, additional noise due to taxiing
aircraft may occur. However, additional noise was accounted for based on future
activity used to generate the noise contours in the 2007 Master Plan. Future
environmental analysis will be completed to analyze potential impacts of noise as
a result of future development.
5.14.3 Mitigation
No mitigation is necessary. The acquisition of land for airport growth does not
alter current noise levels.
5.15

Social Impacts
5.15.1 Regulatory Setting
The 2011 EA lists Order 1050.1E, Change 1 as the FAA guideline for determination of
social impacts. Two categories are considered; children’s environmental health and
safety risks and socioeconomic impacts.
5.15.2 Analysis
No residences or businesses are proposed for relocation under the Preferred
Alternative. The 2011 EA notes the following in regard to the land proposed for
acquisition under the EA Supplement:
“No residential or business relocations are proposed under the Preferred
Alternative. Additional property to the east of the airport is to be acquired as part
of the project, which will not affect jobs or residences.”
5.15.2.1

No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative will not affect current conditions at the airport.
5.15.2.2

Preferred Alternative

The Preferred Alternative does not relocate any residents or businesses. It does
not diminish, but increases the tax base. Airport traffic patterns are not affected
by the Preferred Alternative. Additional environmental study will be required prior
to any development on the 59.11 acre site to fully evaluate impacts of
development.
PAGE 28

McCall Municipal Airport
Environmental Assessment Supplement

DRAFT
September 2012

5.15.3 Mitigation
No mitigation is proposed. The acquisition of land for airport growth does not
create any negative social impacts.
5.16

Solid Waste
5.16.1 Regulatory Setting
The 2011 EA identifies Order 1050.1E, Change 1 as the FAA general guideline for
determination of impacts of solid waste.
5.16.2 Analysis
The Airport currently generates solid waste in the form of paper, food waste and aircraft
maintenance materials. Acquisition of the proposed properties will not immediately add
to the amount of solid waste generated at the airport.
5.16.2.1

No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative will not affect current solid waste at the airport.
5.16.2.2

Preferred Alternative

The Preferred Alternative does not increase the production of solid waste at the
airport. As the land scheduled for acquisition is developed, the rate of solid waste
generation will increase. However, further environmental study must be
performed prior to any future development to analyze potential impacts to solid
waste as a result of the development.
5.16.3 Mitigation
No mitigation is proposed. The Proposes Action does not have a significant impact on
solid waste generation at the airport.
5.17

Water Quality
5.17.1 Regulatory Setting
The 2011 EA discusses FAA Order 1050.1E, Change 1 and the requirement that an EA
address water quality concerns.
5.17.2 Analysis
As noted in the 2011 EA,
“Water quality is generally governed under the provisions of the federal Water
Pollution Control Act, as amended by the Clean Water Act and other
amendments. The Proposed Action will need to comply with all permit
requirements for the capture, treatment, monitoring, and reporting of stormwater
from a new impervious surface.”
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No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative will not have an effect on water quality at the airport.
5.17.2.2

Preferred Alternative

The Preferred Alternative does not have an immediate impact on impervious
surfaces as no development will occur on the land proposed for acquisition. As
the land is developed for airport use, impervious areas will increase. Stormwater
controls and conveyance will be constructed to comply with all stormwater
management requirements. Additional environmental study must be performed
prior to any future development to analyze potential impacts to Water Quality as
a result of the development.
5.17.3 Mitigation
No mitigation is necessary.
5.18

Wetlands
5.18.1 Regulatory Setting
The 2011 EA notes that FAA Order 1050.1E, Change 1 states that significant impact to
wetlands would occur when:
“a Proposed Action would adversely affect the quality or quantity of municipal
water or aquifers; substantially alter the hydrology needed to sustain the
functions and values of wetlands supported by the water; cause a substantial
reduction in the water-holding capacity of the wetlands; adversely affect the
maintenance of natural systems that support wildlife and fish habitat and/or
economically important timber, food, or fiber resources in the affected or
surrounding wetlands; or would be inconsistent with applicable State wetland
strategies.”
5.18.2 Analysis
A wetlands delineation was prepared for the 2011 EA after site visit on October 6-8,
2008. This study identified the following features. These features are shown graphically
in Appendix D:




Nine (9) discrete areas of wetland, including drainage and irrigation ditches, and
associated wetlands
Four (4) discrete non-wetland “waters” (three drainage ditches and a snow
storage basin)
One intermittent stream (“water”)

The 2011 EA refers to the following conversation with Corps of Engineers staff:
“Based on conversations with Mr. Greg Martinez (pers. comm., October 7, 2008),
the Corps of Engineers takes jurisdiction over any wetlands or waters that are
connected to the North Fork of the Payette River. The intermittent stream and
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non-wetland drainage ditches (except Area 12), irrespective of whether an
Ordinary High Water line is visible, are normally considered jurisdictional, and are
classified as “tributaries”. Any areas that meet wetland criteria and are connected
to the river by tributaries are considered jurisdictional “adjacent wetlands” or
“abutting wetlands”. According to Mr. Martinez, the Corps may in some
circumstances determine that duration of flow is insufficient for a channel to be
considered a tributary, but the default assumption is that all connected channels
are “tributaries” and are under Corps jurisdiction.”
The snow storage basin (Area 11) and its associated drainage ditch (Area 12) are not
connected to the river, and are considered “isolated” by the Corps, and not under their
jurisdiction.
5.18.2.1

No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative will not disturb existing wetlands located on current
airport property.
5.18.2.2

Preferred Alternative

The Preferred Alternative does not have an immediate impact on jurisdictional
wetlands.
As the land is developed for airport use, impacts to jurisdictional wetlands
(approximately 5.75 acres) may occur and will require off-site mitigation. See
Revised Figure 4B for potentially impacted wetlands.
5.18.3 Mitigation
No mitigation is required for the Proposed Action. Additional environmental study must
be performed prior to any future development to fully analyze potential impacts to
wetlands as a result of the development. Based on the 2011 EA, if airport development
does occur, mitigation will be required. The 2011 EA lists two potential sites for wetland
mitigation:



Green Ranch at Cascade
Blackhawk Enterprises mitigation site

The 2011 EA discusses the characteristics of these sites in detail. A third site scheduled
for development in the near future became known during the course of the EA. This site
is the Wetlands Bank of Idaho and was recommended by the 2011 EA as a site for
wetlands mitigation for the airport.
5.19

Cumulative Impacts
5.19.1 Regulatory Setting
The 2011 EA defines Cumulative Impact as:
“...The impact on the environment that results from the incremental impact of the action
when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions
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regardless of what agency (Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such other
action. Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant
actions taking place over a period.”
Cumulative impacts must be evaluated to compare impacts of the proposed action’s
impacts associated with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable actions. Notable
future and past projects include:
5.19.2 Reasonably Foreseeable Projects (3-5 year horizon)
Future development of airport facilities that may include aircraft hangars, aircraft parking,
FBO and terminal building as well as associated taxiways, taxilanes and aprons.
Development will likely take place over a period of several years perhaps extending
beyond the 3-5 year timeframe.
5.19.3 Past Projects
Past projects at the airport or in the vicinity included pavement maintenance and hangar
construction with associated taxilane and apron development. No off airport
development was noted adjacent to the airport.
5.19.4 Analysis
The Proposed Action will not change existing conditions on or surrounding the airport
and will not result in any impacts. Accordingly, there will be no cumulative impacts
associated with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable projects.
Future airport related development may result in some cumulative impacts however
those impacts are unknown at this time and future environmental analysis will be
completed to determine such impacts prior to any development.
5.20

Coordination and Public Involvement

The City of McCall solicited public involvement when developing the 2011 EA. The Airport
Environmental Assessment Committee (AEAC) was formed to facilitate public involvement.
During the course of these public involvement meetings, the Proposed Action was discussed as
part of the larger discussion of airport development. The dates and subject of the AEAC
meetings is included in the 2011 EA.
The McCall City Council was also updated on the AEAC during the course of the EA and voted
to select Alternate #3 for relocation of the parallel taxiway.
As published in The Star News, the Draft EA was available for public review and comment from
July 22, 2011 through August 22, 2011. No comments were received and no public hearing was
requested.
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Conclusion

This EA Supplement was developed based on the findings of the 2011 EA prepared for land
acquisition and relocation of the parallel taxiway at McCall Municipal Airport. The findings of the
EA are applicable to the EA Supplement as many of the environmental studies were inclusive of
both areas of land to be acquired for future airport development.
As was the case with the EA, the Proposed Action of the EA Supplement is consistent with
Federal, State and local laws and determinations on environmental issues. No controversial
environmental issues were identified for the Proposed Action. As discussed throughout the
document, future development of the land acquired under the Proposed Action will require
future environmental analysis prior to actual construction of any new airport related
development.
Table 5.1 summarizes environmental impacts of the Proposed Action on the four parcels (59.11
acres) proposed for acquisition.
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Table 5.1 – Proposed Action - Summary of Impacts on Parcels Scheduled for Acquisition
Environmental Element*
Parcel Area (acres)
Air Quality
Biotic Resources
Compatible Land Use
Construction
Department of Transportation Act 4(f)
Resources
Federally Listed Endangered and
Threatened Species
Energy Supplies, Natural Resources, and
Sustainable Design
Environmental Justice
Farmlands
Hazardous Materials
Historical, Architectural, and Cultural
Resources, including Native American
and Tribal Resources
Induced/Secondary Socioeconomic
Light Emissions and Visual Effects
Noise
Social Impacts
Solid Waste
Water Quality
Wetlands
Cumulative Impacts

Parcel 1 Parcel 2

Parcel 3

Parcel 4

16.27
No
No
No
No

16.95
No
No
No
No

9.83
No
No
No
No

17.14
No
No
No
No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No
No
No
No

No
No
No
No

No
No
No
No

No
No
No
No

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

* "No" indicates no impact is anticipated.
"Yes" indicates an anticipated impact.
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