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Amphitheater Opens in Centennial Park
The City of Friendswood hosted the long-awaited Grand Opening for the Evelyn B. 

Newman Amphitheater, in Centennial Park, on April 29, 2006.  At the event, Ms. Evelyn B. 
Newman, former Mayor and Councilmember for the City of Friendswood, was recognized 
for her long-term service to the community.  

The festivities began with a ribbon cutting ceremony attended by numerous dignitaries 
including the Mayor and City Councilmembers.  Apotheosis, an all-male A Cappella 
performing group from College Station, provided a unique rendition of today’s most 
popular songs.  Then the “FAB 5”, a Beatles tribute band, took the stage.  The program 
concluded with a surprise ending – fi reworks!   It was a fi tting celebration after 12 years 
of visioning, purchasing, planning, budgeting, voting, negotiating, developing, contracting 
and constructing.

In 1994 the City Council approved the purchase of 77 acres from the Wesley West Cattle 
Co.  In 1999, the City entered into an agreement with Galveston County to develop a park 
in Friendswood.  Later that year, the City began work on Phase I development of the park.  
Improvements in Phase I included parking for 119 vehicles, grading, a 3-acre detention 
pond, the entry road and six soccer fi elds.  

The City held a dedication ceremony August 24, 2000 at the entrance to the park offi cially 
naming the entry road “Manison Parkway”, to pay tribute to long-time resident, operator 
of Camp Manison, school board member and president, and City Councilmember Tom 
Manison.  

On February 2, 2003, the voters of Friendswood approved a bond election to complete 
Centennial Park.  Planned improvements included one lighted football fi eld, two lighted 
multipurpose fi elds, two new soccer fi elds, the lighting of one existing soccer fi eld from 
Phase I, a covered basketball pavilion, two restroom/concession/picnic pavilions, additional 
parking, a new playground, irrigation for the new fi elds, a 2/3 mile walking/jogging trail and, 
of course, an amphitheater.

The dedication ceremony to offi cially name the amphitheater after former Mayor Newman 
was held October 20, 2003 on the future site of the structure.  In July of 2004, construction 
began on the fi nal phases of the park.  Finally, amid much 
fanfare, the Grand Opening of the Evelyn B. Newman 
Amphitheater was held Saturday, April 29, 2006.  

This facility is available for 
rental beginning October 2006 
and provides space for fine arts 
productions, community events, 
special events and private rentals.  
Hours of operation are Sunday-
Thursday 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.  Friday 
– Saturday 8 a.m. – 10 p.m.  



2 Focus on Friendswood

POOL SAFETY

Take advantage of the Chamber of Commerce’s 
Leadership Friendswood program!

Want to become more knowledgeable of local 
government while developing great friendships?  
Leadership Friendswood takes place every other year 
and provides this opportunity to 12 people.  The class 
meets once a month for nine months (September-May) 
and participants will visit locations in Houston, Galveston 
County, and Friendswood.  Arrangements will be made for 
an overnight retreat at Columbia Lakes and Austin to visit 

Drowning is silent and sudden. One cannot monitor 
children in the water by just listening for trouble. In ten 
seconds, a child can slip under the surface. In two minutes, 
the child can become unconscious. In six minutes, brain 
damage can occur.

To help prevent accidental drowning, put as many layers 
of protection as possible between children and the pool. 
Layers of protection include locks, nets, gates, fences, 
alarms and lifesaving equipment. 

Here are ways to add layers of protection:

● Lock doors and windows leading to the pool.  Make 
sure to use the locks on all doors to the pool so children 
can’t wander outside unnoticed.  Add door alarms or 
self-closing/self-latching devices for outside doors. 
Don’t forget to latch windows that look out onto the 
pool.

● Fence in your backyard. 
● Pool fences, called isolation fences, should be at least 

four feet high and go all the way around the pool. The 
pool area should be completely separated from the 
house and play areas.  Look for a climb-resistant fence, 
like a wrought-iron fence without crossbars.

● Look for self-closing and self-latching gates.  Gates 
should open away from the pool. The latch should be 
higher than a child can reach.

● Gate alarms and pool alarms can be installed to alert 
when someone is in or around the pool area.

● ASTM-approved pool covers and nets may be used to 
keep toys and children from accidentally falling into 
the pool as an additional layer of protection.

Here are some additional drowning prevention tips:
● There is NO substitute for adequate supervision.  Even 

people that can swim very well can drown when they 
bump their head, become entrapped, or have medical 
emergencies like seizures or blackouts. 

● Ensure that the pool is in clear view from the house, 
and not obstructed by plants, canopies, solid fences, 
or darkness. This is not so that one can watch the  
swimmers from the house; rather to ensure that the 
pool is not in use when it is not supposed to be.

● Place a phone by the pool with emergency numbers 
(9-1-1) listed.

● Having rescue equipment on hand can help prevent a 
drowning person from drowning someone else.  Ring 
buoys and reaching poles should be at the ready.

● Do not allow children to play near a pool.
● Learn CPR 
● Have children take swimming lessons at an early age.
● Above all DON’T LET CHILDREN OUT OF 

SIGHT!

For more information about swimming pool safety, 
contact the Crime Prevention Offi cer at 281-996-3316 for 
a survey of your pool. 

local representatives.  
Leadership Friendswood is sponsored by A.G. Edwards 

& Sons, Inc., Wendy Cepak, Clear Lake Medical Center, 
HomeTown Bank of Friendswood and hosted by the 
Business Development Division of the Chamber of 
Commerce.

Participants do not need to live or work in Friendswood 
to be in this class. Deadline to sign up is Friday, September 
1, 2006.  For more information, call the Friendswood 
Chamber of Commerce at 281-482-3329. 

LEADERSHIP FRIENDSWOOD
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City of Friendswood
Mission Statement

It is the Mission of the Council and Staff 
of the City of Friendswood to provide the 
highest level of service to our citizens at 

the greatest value.
Adopted: July 9, 1990

Revised: January 4, 1993
Revised: August 18, 1997

Revised: January 12, 2004

Focus on Friendswood • Summer 2006
Published by the City of Friendswood

City Manager’s Offi ce

Mayor David J.H. Smith
Mayor Pro Tem Chris Peden
Council Position 1 Laura Ewing
Council Position 2 John LeCour
Council Position 3 Jim Hill
Council Position 4 Jay Horecky
Council Position 6 Mel Measeles
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Free Monthly Genealogy Workshop

Curious about your family heritage or lineage?  Ever 
wonder if you are related to royalty?  The Friendswood 
Public Library at 416 S. Friendswood Drive, is sponsoring 
a Genealogy Workshop one day each month, beginning in 
August.  The dates and facilitators planned thus far are: 

Saturday, August 12  2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Cherokee genealogical research resources provided by 

Lem Guthery, Cherokee Cultural Society of Houston.  

Monday, September 18 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Get tips and tricks on researching Louisiana records.  

Jackie Wittschen will share her experiences in locating 
historical record of her family in Louisiana with a focus 
on Orleans Parish.

Monday, October 16  1 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Research at the DAR Library with Alice Braud-Jones, 

member and national vice-chair of the DAR Library.  
Explore some of the holdings available at this facility. 

For more information, call the Friendswood Public 
Library at 281-482-7135.

Friends of the Friendswood Public Library Book Club
The Friends of the Library Book Club meets the second 

Tuesday of each month at the Library, from 7 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m.  Refreshments are served.

 The discussion schedule is as follows:

DVD Titles at the Library
The Friendswood Public Library regularly 

obtains popular, classic and educational DVD 
titles, best-selling fi ction and nonfi ction audio 
books, and current and classic music compact 
discs from every music genre.  To receive 
monthly e-mail notifi cations regarding these 
new releases, simply sign up for Library News from 
the Friendswood Public Library homepage or from 
the City’s homepage.  

Find the Friendswood Public Library homepage 
at www.friendswood.lib.tx.us, and the City’s at www.
ci.friendswood.tx.us.  Click on the Library News E-
mail Alerts link.  Supply your name and e-mail address, 
select Library News and click on the Subscribe button.  
Not only will you receive notifi cation of these great 
new titles, but also reminders for the wonderful 
programs, activities and events the Friendswood Public 
Library hosts throughout the year. 

Sept. 12 Bee Season: A Novel
  by Myla Goldberg
  (Fiction GOLDB)

Oct. 10 Founding Brothers:
  The Revolutionary
  Generation
  by Joseph J. Ellis 
  (Non-Fiction 973.4ELL)  

August 8 The Things They Carried
  by Tim O’Brien
  (Fiction OBRIE)
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BOATING SAFETY TIPS
It is summer time in Texas and that means high 

temperatures.  To escape from the heat and have a fun 
afternoon, many go out to the lake or gulf on a boat.  With a 
boat there are many responsibilities that need to be kept in 
mind in order to remain safe and have fun on the weekend 
excursion.  Here are some Boating Safety Tips to help boaters 
be safe on the water:

General Safety Tips
· Always wear a life jacket. 
· Be especially careful on personal watercrafts. 
· Children younger than age 13 must wear a Coast Guard 

approved life jacket while underway. 
· Enroll in a boater education class. 
· Don’t overload the boat. 
· Always have a passenger serve as a lookout in addition 

to the operator. 
· Watch for low water areas or submerged objects. 

Avoid Alcohol

· The probability of being killed in a boating accident 
doubles when alcohol is involved. 

· Operating a boat under the infl uence is just as dangerous 

as driving a car after drinking. 
· Boating while intoxicated (BWI) offenses are strictly 

enforced and carries penalties similar to driving while 
intoxicated penalties, including possible driver’s license 
suspension. 

Operate at a Safe Speed

· Although there are no numerical speed limits on the 
water, citations may be issued for excessive speed or 
reckless operation. Use common sense, and operate 
at a safe speed at all times — especially in crowded 
areas. 

· Excessive speed is a rate of speed greater than is 
reasonable or prudent without regard for conditions and 
hazards or greater than will permit a person to bring the 
boat to a stop within the assured clear distance ahead. 
Friendswood Police Department will have Marine 

Safety Offi cers patrolling and taking enforcement action 
on violators on the City’s waterways.  A number of offi cers 
have received certifi cation as Marine Safety Offi cers.  If 
you are interested in enrolling in a Boater Education Class, 
visit the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Web site at 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/ or call (800) 792-1112.
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Mel Measeles – Position 6 
Term: 5/04 – 5/07

Chris Peden – Position 5 
Term: 5/05 – 5/08 

Jay Horecky – Position 4 
Term: 5/06 – 5/07

Jim Hill – Position 3 
Term: 5/06 – 5/09 

John LeCour – Position 2 
Term: 5/05 – 5/08

Laura Ewing – Position 1 
Term: 5/06 – 5/09 

David J.H. Smith – Mayor 
Term: 5/06 – 5/09

City of Friendswood Mayor and City Council
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An Important Message from the Fire Marshal

Mosquito prevention can be divided into two areas of 
responsibility: individual and public.  Knowing how to 
eliminate potential breeding grounds can prevent breeding 
of mosquitoes in your own yard.  Mosquitoes lay up to 250 
eggs at a time in still water, which will hatch in seven to ten 
days.  If standing water is eliminated, many mosquitoes will 
be kept from breeding in the fi rst place, reducing the need to 
use pesticides against adult mosquitoes.  This also reduces 
the number of mosquitoes around the house.  

These are some things you can do to reduce the mosquito 
population: 

● Check for items that might hold water, including 
wheelbarrows, tires, hubcaps, toys, garden equipment, 
pool covers, tarps, plastic sheeting, pipes, drains, boats, 
recycling bins, and trash.

● Remove standing water that may be frequently caught 
when watering plants, and from rainfall.  The common 
areas are: rain gutters, wading pools, fl owerpots, plant 
saucers, puddles, buckets, jars and cans.

● Stock ornamental ponds with fi sh that feed on mosquito 
larvae. 

Mosquito protection should remain an important 
awareness when outdoors.    Mosquito repellants can be a safe 
and effective way to protect yourself and your loved ones so 
that you can still enjoy outdoor activities.  When choosing 
a mosquito repellent, there are a wide variety of options to 
choose from.  Many repellents contain a chemical, N, N-
diethyl-m-toluamide (DEET), which repels the mosquito, 
making the person unattractive for feeding.  DEET does 
not kill mosquitoes; it just makes them unable to locate us.  
DEET has been tested against a variety of biting insects 
and has been shown to be very effective.  The more DEET 
a repellent contains the longer time it can protect you from 

mosquito bites.  A higher percentage of DEET in a repellent 
does not mean that your protection is better, just that it will 
last longer. 

Here are some helpful hints to follow when using 
repellents:

● Apply repellent sparingly, only to exposed skin or 
clothing.

● Avoid applying high-concentration (over 30 percent 
DEET) products to the skin, particularly children.

● Avoid applying repellents to portions of children’s hands 
that are likely to have contact with eyes or the mouth.

● Wash repellent-treated skin after coming indoors.

Remember that the family pet is just as susceptible to 
mosquito bites as we are, and should be protected according 
to their needs.  Check with your local veterinarian for safe and 
effective repellents for your pets.  Persons who are concerned 
about using DEET or other products on children may wish to 
consult their health care physician.  The National Pesticide 
Information Center (NPIC) can also provide information 
through a toll-free number, 1-800-858-7378. 

For more information or to report a location that needs 
to be sprayed for mosquitoes, call the Mosquito Control 
District at 1-800-842-5622 or 281-534-2726 in Galveston 
County or Harris County Mosquito Control at 713-440-4800 
for residents in Harris County.  You will need to provide an 
address of the location to be sprayed.

Fight the Bite!

In these summer months, the Friendswood Fire Marshal’s 
Offi ce reminds residents that it is unlawful for any person to 
possess or discharge any fi reworks within the city limits 
of Friendswood.  

The Friendswood Fire Marshal’s Office and the 
Friendswood Police Department will be issuing citations 
to anyone caught possessing or discharging fi reworks.  

This offense is a Class-C misdemeanor carrying a fi ne up 
to $2,000.  

On behalf of the City of Friendswood, the Fire Marshal’s 
Offi ce wishes everyone a very safe summer.  For more 
information, please call the Fire Marshal’s Offi ce at 281-
996-3335.  
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BE PREPARED FOR ANY TYPE OF EMERGENCY

September is National Preparedness Month!  Do you have a family emergency plan?  Local, state and federal 
offi cials are urging citizens to become better prepared by developing a plan, putting together an emergency 
supply kit, and learning more about what to do during natural disasters and any emergency situation.

The Friendswood Offi ce of Emergency Management has many systems in place to warn the citizens of an 
impending emergency, potential danger, or hazardous conditions.  Please look to these warning devices for 
your information and protection.

NEWS ALERTS

Citizens can register for instant e-mail alerts regarding emergency notices or information.  These notices 
will be generated automatically from the City to the e-mail address that is registered.  Go to the City’s website 
- www.ci.friendswood.tx.us - and click on “Sign Up for News Alerts”.  Your personal information will remain 
private and you will receive e-mails involving only offi cial City business.

LISTEN FOR THE WARNING SIRENS!

For over fi ve years now the City of Friendswood has had an Outdoor Warning Siren 
System in place.  A total of seven sirens have been installed throughout the city that 
can be activated in the event of a serious emergency.  The City urges citizens to do the 
following if they hear the sirens: 

1. Stay inside/indoors 
2. Stay off the phone-may be contacted via the First Call or NEWS system 
3. Listen to Friendswood Radio AM 1650 or local news 
4. Do not call 9-1-1 unless you need to report an emergency
5. In the event of power outages, do not call 9-1-1, contact your local 
 power provider

The Outdoor Warning Siren System is tested on the fi rst Friday of every 
month at 12 Noon.  

FRIENDSWOOD INFORMATION RADIO – A VALUABLE RESOURCE

The City of Friendswood Information Radio WPMZ659 is being broadcast on AM 1650 on your radio dial.  
There is also a re-broadcast of the Houston/Galveston National Weather Service, as well as other important 
local information.     

FIRST CALL AND NEWS

The City of Friendswood has been protected by the First Call Notifi cation System for six years.  The City 
of Friendswood also has access to the Harris County Neighborhood Early Warning System (NEWS).   Both 
of these systems are telephone-based community warning systems for major emergencies in the city and 
surrounding communities.  These systems allow the City to quickly alert citizens in the area affected or if need 
be, the entire city, of an emergency, potential danger or hazardous condition.  The system, when directed, will 
begin calling all the phone numbers in the affected area, alerting those individuals to the situation and how to 
protect themselves.  Citizens with unlisted numbers, who wish to be part of the Notifi cation System, are 
encouraged to contact First Calls’ registration line at 866-484-3264 or sign-up on-line at www.fi rstcall.net 
and click, UNLISTED REGISTRATION on the left-hand column.

Contact the Offi ce of Emergency Management at 281-996-3335, if you have any questions or concerns. 
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Your Family Hurricane Plan Checklist
Be prepared before the hurricane

 Know the storm surge history and elevation of 
the area. (Emergency Management and National 
Weather Service offi cials can help supply this 
information)

 Learn a safe primary and alternate route inland.
 If plans calls for evacuation, decide ahead of time 

where you are going and know what to bring with 
you.

 Inventory all property...with video equipment if 
possible...and review your insurance policies to 
ensure adequate coverage is provided. Remember, 
fl ood insurance must be in effect 30 days before a 
storm enters the Gulf of Mexico.

 Review needs and working condition of emergency 
eouipment, such as fi rst aid kit, fl ashlights, battery-
powered radios, non-perishable food, water 
containers for two weeks supply, camping stove 
with fuel and plywood and plastics necessary to 
properly secure the home.

 Keep trees and shrubbery trimmed. Cut weak 
branches and trees that could fall against the 
house.

 Keep and store all legal documents in one easily 
moved, secure container or safe. Make an inventory 
of documents, photos, and other irreplaceable 
articles that need to be taken in case of an 
evacuation.

When a Hurricane Watch is issued
(A WATCH means hurricane conditions pose a possible 

threat to the watch area within 36 hours)

 Frequently monitor radio, TV, NOAA Weather 
Radio, or hurricane hotline telephone numbers for 
offi cial bulletins of the storm’s progress.

 Fuel and service all family vehicles.
 Inspect and secure mobile home tie downs.
 Prepare to cover all window and door openings with 

shutters or plywood.
 Check food and water supplies. (Have clean, air-

tight containers on hand to store at least two weeks 
of drinking water.  Allow 14 gallons per person. 
Stock up on canned and non-perishable provisions. 
Get camping stove with fuel.)

 Keep a small cooler with frozen gel packs handy 
for packing refrigerated items.
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 Check prescription medicines -- obtain at least 10 
days to two weeks supply.

 Stock up on extra batteries for radios, fl ashlights, and 
lanterns and check for ample fi rst aid supplies.

 Store and secure outdoor lawn furniture and other 
loose, lightweight objects, such as garbage cans, 
garden tools, potted plants, etc.

 Have extra supply of cash on hand.  ATM’s may not 
be working during a storm.

When a Hurricane Warning is issued
(A WARNING means sustained winds of 74 mph or 

higher are expected in the area within 24 hours or 
less.)

 Closely monitor radio, TV, NOAA Weather Radio, 
or hurricane hotline telephone numbers for offi cial 
bulletins.

 Follow instructions issued by local officials.   
LEAVE IMMEDIATELY IF ORDERED TO DO 
SO.

 Complete preparation activities, such as putting up 
storm shutters, storing loose objects, fi lling up water 
containers, etc.

 Evacuate areas that might be affected by storm surge 
fl ooding.

 If evacuating, turn off and disconnect appliances 
from outlets...as a precaution to prevent further 
damage. If evacuating, leave early and if possible, 
during daylight hours.

 Leave all mobile homes in any case.
 Notify neighbors and family members outside of 

the warned area of evacuation plans.

IF YOU ARE EVACUATING...
■ Stay with friends or relatives or at a low-rise inland 

hotel/motel outside of fl ood zones. Leave early 
to avoid heavy traffic, roads blocked by early 
fl oodwaters, and bridges impassable due to high 
winds.

■ Put food and water out for pets if you cannot take 
them with you.  

■ Hurricane shelters will be available for people 
who have no other place to go. Shelters may be 
crowded and uncomfortable, with no privacy and no 
electricity. Do not leave home for a shelter until 
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Need A Ride?  Be Proactive!

Dial 2-1-1
Hurricane season offi cially continues 

through November 30.  The Governor’s 
Division of Emergency Management is 
reminding residents with special assistance 
needs who live in hurricane evacuation 
zones to register for transportation as soon 
as possible.   

Residents with special health care 
needs (including those who are disabled or 
medically fragile) who live in evacuation 
zones and do not have friends or family to 
help in an evacuation should register for a 
ride by dialing 2-1-1.  The 2-1-1 registry 
must be dialed in advance of an actual 
hurricane evacuation.   

For more information on hurricane 
preparedness tips, residents can visit 
the Governor’s Division of Emergency 
Management website at http://www.txdps.
state.tx.us/dem.  

government offi cials announce on radio and/or 
TV that a particular shelter is open.

■ Disconnect all  appliances.

WHAT TO BRING TO A SHELTER...

First-aid kit, medicines, baby food and diapers, 
cards, games, books, toiletries, battery-powered radio, 
fl ashlights, extra batteries, blankets or sleeping bags, 
identifi cation, valuable papers (insurance), and cash.

IF YOU ARE STAYING AT HOME...

(Reminder!  Only stay home if not been ordered to 
leave.  If  told to leave, DO SO IMMEDIATELY.)

✓ Store water.  Fill sterilized jugs and bottles with two 
weeks supply of drinking water.  Fill bathtub and 
large containers with water for sanitary purposes.

✓ Turn refrigerator to maximum cold and open only 
when necessary.

✓ Turn off utilities if told to do so by authorities.
✓ Turn off propane tanks.
✓ Unplug small appliances.
✓ Stay inside the home at all times.

If Winds Become Strong...
■ Stay away from windows and doors even if they 

are covered. Take refuge in a small ground fl oor, 
interior room, closet, or hallway. Take a battery-
powered radio, a NOAA Weather Radio, and a 
fl ashlight.

■ Close all interior doors. Secure and brace external 
doors, particularly double inward opening doors 
and garage doors.

■ If in a multiple-story building and away from the 
water, go to the fi rst or second fl oors and take refuge 
in the halls or other interior rooms away from 
windows. Interior stairwells and the areas around 
elevator shafts are generally the strongest part of a 
building.

NOTES:  Be alert for tornadoes, which often are 
spawned by hurricanes. Also, if the “EYE” of the 
hurricane should pass over your area, be aware 
that the improved weather conditions are only 
temporary and that the storm conditions will return 
with winds coming from the opposite direction 
some times in a period of just a few minutes.

After the storm passes…

■ Stay in protected area until announcements 
are made on the radio or TV that the dangerous winds 
have passed.

■ If already evacuated, do not return home until 
offi cials announce area is ready.  Remember, proof 
of residency may be required in order to re-enter the 
evacuation areas.

■ Be aware of the surroundings when returning 
as extreme damage could render a familiar landscape 
unrecognizable.

Your Family Hurricane Plan Checklist
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Reminders: 
  Get a two-week supply of emergency  

 supplies ready.
 Make the Emergency Supply Kit   

 portable if living in an evacuation zone.
 Gather supplies for children, the elderly  

 and disabled persons.
 Keep supplies on hand in a safe room.

Emergency Supply Kit: (two-week supply) 
  Battery-operated alarm clock

 Baby food, diapers, formula
 Battery-operated radio and TV
 Enough batteries for radio, TV and   

 fl ashlights for several days
 Blankets and pillows
 Bleach (no lemon or additives)
 Butane lighter
 Canned and dry food
 Cans, gas and oil
 Cash, credit cards

   Change of clothes for everyone in the  
 family

 Cooler for clean water
 Driver’s license
 Eating and cooking utensils

Emergency Supply Checklist

This emergency supply kit is adequate for all hazards, whether it be hurricanes, fl oods, or 
manmade  disasters.

Emergency Numbers and Web Sites

Friendswood Police/Fire/EMS Emergency .........................................................................9-1-1
Friendswood Offi ce of Emergency Management .................................................281-996-3335
Friendswood Police Non-Emergency ...................................................................281-996-3300

Houston/Galveston National Weather Service ..............................http://www.srh.noaa.gov/hgx
National Hurricane Center/Tropical Prediction Center ...................... .http://www.nhc.noaa.gov
Harris County .....................................................................................http://www.co.harris.tx.us
Galveston County ........................................................................ http://www.co.galveston.tx.us
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 Emergency cooking facilities (grill or  
 camp stove)

 Extra pet food
 Fire extinguisher
 First Aid Kit
 Flashlights (one for everyone in the   

 family)
 Fuel up the car
 Gas for grill (fi ll tank)
 Gloves and goggles
 Glasses and/or contact lenses
 Heavy shoes
 Important phone numbers
 Insurance information
 Medicines and prescriptions
 Non-electric can opener
 Pots and pans
 Portable cooler
 Sleeping bags
 Soap, shampoo and toiletries
 Toilet paper and towelettes
 Toys for children
 Valuable papers
 Water purifi cation tablets
 Water - 14 gallons per person
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Your Hurricane Tracking Map

Tracking a hurricane can be a fun and informative means of keeping up with exactly what is going on in the Gulf.  
The process of tracking a storm is easy.  All you have to do is keep posted to your local television or radio station.  When 
the latitude and longitude of a storm are announced, mark the storm on the appropriate location on your chart.  Then 
simply connect your marks.  By tracking a storm you can see where it has been and even make your own predictions 
as to where it might go.  Above is a hurricane tracking chart courtesy of the NOAA. 

Notes:
 __________________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________________________
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At an awards luncheon on June 12, Friendswood Police 
Detective Michael Cordero was named Offi cer of the Year 
by the Rotary Club of Space Center.  

Eleven area law enforcement agencies submitted names 
for consideration and the local rotary club chose fi ve fi nalists.  
Each of these fi ve fi nalists was recognized at the luncheon 
held at the Brentwood Inn in Nassau Bay.

Cordero is a 20-year law enforcement veteran, having 
spent the last ten years with the Friendswood Police 
Department.  He is currently assigned to the Criminal 
Investigations Division as the department’s evidence and 
crime scene technician.  He also serves the department as an 
investigator, fi rearms and weapons trainer, and as a member 
of the SWAT team.  

Friendswood Police Detective Named Offi cer of the Year

Cordero with Acting City Manager Roger Roecker at the June 
26 City Council Meeting

The Friendswood Heritage Gardeners recently presented 
Anthony Barber with a $1000 college scholarship for the 
2006-07 school year.  Anthony, son of Charles and Samara 
Barber of Friendswood, is a graduate of Friendswood High 
School.  He is presently attending Sam Houston State 
University majoring in horticulture and crop science.  

Heritage Gardeners Present Scholarship

Homeowners and Neighborhood Associations play a 
vital part in our community and its future.  In an effort 
to help facilitate communication between Friendswood 
neighborhoods and City elected offi cials and staff, please 
encourage your association to provide the City with 
updated contact information.  This information helps to 
ensure that relevant news and announcements from the 
City reach the associations and their members.

Attention Homeowners and 
Neighborhood Association  Offi cers and Members!

Association Presidents or Board members can update 
their information by contacting Assistant to the City 
Manager Nick Haby by e-mail at nhaby@ci.friendswood.
tx.us or call 281-996-3250.

The Heritage Gardeners give a $1000 scholarship 
each year to a graduate of Friendswood or Clear Brook 
High Schools who is majoring in horticulture or related 
courses of study.  Students interesting in applying for 
the 2007 scholarship should call Rosanne Malone at 
281-482-6404
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On June 26, 2006, the City of Friendswood passed an 
ordinance prohibiting sex offenders from residing within 
2000 feet of schools or child care facilities, churches 
or parks.  The following are frequently asked questions 
regarding this ordinance:

What is a Sex Offender?
A sex offender is a person designated a sex offender 

due to his or her conviction of certain state laws relating 
to sexual offenses.

Where are they?
As of July 2006, there are a total of 11 known registered 

sex offenders residing in the City of Friendswood. Residents 
may go to the Texas Department of Public Safety Website 
to view a list of registered sex offenders along with their 
personal information, picture address and charges (http://
records.txdps.state.tx.us). 

Why this type of ordinance?
Sex offenders have the highest rate of recidivism when 

compared to all other categories of criminal conduct, and 
sex offenders are often very transient in where they live. 
Many move several times during the course of a year. This 
ordinance establishes a “child safety zone” of 2000 feet, 
restricting the area where sex offenders can live in the 
city from areas where children are educated, cared for or 
known to congregate.

Who does it affect?
It affects registered sex offenders who have been 

convicted of an offense involving a child and have been 
required to register as a sex offender in accordance 

with state law. It applies to those sex offenders who are 
supervised by the Department of Corrections Probation 
and Parole and those sex offenders who have been released 
from probation/prison. The ordinance also regulates those 
who knowingly rent either permanently or temporarily to 
sex offenders.

How does it affect sex offenders?
It restricts where sex offenders may live in the city. 

It does not require an offender to move if he or she was 
living in their current residences prior to the ordinance 
being enacted on June 26, 2006. However, if a sex offender 
moves from a current residence, the ordinance applies to 
him or her in the same manner that it applies to a new 
resident offender. 

What is currently being done to monitor these sex 
offenders?

Address verifications are being performed by the 
Friendswood Police Department, assuring compliance with 
state law. Arrests are made for offenders not in compliance. 
Community awareness and education are being conducted 
through neighborhood notifi cations and media releases.

Why a misdemeanor level penalty rather than a more 
serious felony level offense?

Municipalities are restricted in the penalties and fi nes 
that can be assessed for municipal ordinance violations.  

Questions? 
If you have any questions about the duty to register, 

the sex offender ordinance or about a sex offender living 
in your neighborhood, please call the Offi ce of the Chief 
of Police at 281-996-3313.

City of Friendswood adopts Sex Offender Residence Ordinance

On Tuesday, August 1,  Friendswood Residents celebrated 
National Night Out with the rest of the country.  Across the 
city, neighbors pulled out lawn chairs, brought their favorite 
covered dish or dessert, and passed the time conversing, 
eating, playing, and enjoying the free activities in their 
neighborhoods.  In addition to an enjoyable evening, residents 
gained even more by getting to know their neighbors and 
community law enforcement.

Offi cer Kevin Crouch was the event coordinator for this 
year’s National Night Out, and Friendswood Police Offi cers 
made appearances in Friendswood neighborhoods to educate 
residents about crime prevention.  The events were organized 
by the neighborhood’s homeowner’s associations or civic 
associations.  Don’t miss out next year!  Once the HOA has 
an event scheduled, they can call the Friendswood Police 
Department at 281-996-3300 to request an offi cer.  

National Night Out in Friendswood is a Huge Success
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Work Continues on Capital Improvement Projects

Within the next two weeks the Operations Section is 
prepared to begin the pump rehabilitation at Lift Station 
Number 20 in San Joaquin Estates.  The fi rst stage of this 
operation will consist of removing the old above ground 
pumps and replacing them with two 7.5 horsepower 
submersibles pumps. This should lower overall operating 
cost of this facility and prove to be a more reliable site in 
the future.

 

Through the Fire Hydrant Maintenance Program the 
City audits fi re hydrants to ensure they are operational and 
painted, if necessary.  Public Works has budgeted $20,000 
for this project that was awarded to Hydratec Services.  By 
continually using this program, Public Works can ensure that 
fi re hydrants are kept on a routine maintenance schedule and 
repaired when necessary. 

Smith’s Classic Construction, Inc., is the contractor for the 
Street Maintenance Program.  Recently, they completed the 
street repair at the intersection of FM 2351 and Blackhawk 
Boulevard.  Smith will begin working on repairs to Stratmore 
and Winding Road within the next few weeks. 

A new sidewalk will be installed on Mary Ann providing 
a safe area of travel for school children in that vicinity.   
Wheelchair accessible ramps will be installed at intersections 
on Mary Ann.    

The City Street and Drainage Section has been very busy 
in the past few weeks, grading ditches on Wilderness Trails, 
Mills, and Cowards Creek.  Future plans consist of grading 
Falling Leaf, Evergreen, and Windsong.

Lift Station 20

Blackhawk Boulevard

Blackhawk

(Wilderness Trails) graded ditch
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City of Friendswood  “Yellow Pages”  Service Directory

City Hall Main Number, 910 S. Friendswood ...........281-996-3200

Activity Building, 416 Morningside .............................281-482-8441

Police Department, 109 E. Willowick ..........................281-996-3300

Public Library, 416 S. Friendswood .............................281-482-7135

Fire Department, 1000 S. Friendswood .......................281-996-3360

Ambulance (EMS) Service ............................................281-996-3360

City of Friendswood Departments

ANIMAL CONTROL, 1306 Deepwood ..................281-996-3300

  Control of dogs and cats at large, licensing of

  Dogs and cats, investigate dog bites, quarantine/

  Impoundment of problem animals

CITY MANAGER .........................................................281-996-3250

  Public Information, Citizen/HOA Liaison, Complaints,

  Inquiries, Municipal TV Channel, City Newsletter,

  Website, Utility Franchises

CITY SECRETARY .......................................................281-996-3270

  City Council Agendas/Minutes, Elections, Open Records

  Publish official/legal notices, Resolutions/Ordinances

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ...........................281-996-3201

  Building Codes, Permits and Inspections ..................281-996-3201

  Code Enforcement .........................................................281-996-3236

  Engineering, Plats, Maps ..............................................281-996-3290

  Development Permits, Zoning/Subdivision Ordinances....281-996-3292

COMMUNITY SERVICES .........................................281-996-3220

  Parks and Recreation facilities, recreation programs,

  Facility rentals, Special Events, Building and grounds 

  Maintenance, Concerts in the Park, Fourth of July

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ................................281-996-3250

  Commercial development, Business prospect recruitment, 

  Marketing and retention, Business incentives

EMPLOYMENT/JOB OPPORTUNITIES .............281-996-3225

  Job Line – Available Positions .....................................281-996-3358

FIRE MARSHAL/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ..281-996-3335

  Fire and arson investigations, fire safety inspections,

  Fire alarm and sprinkler inspections, fumigation/fire

  Code permits, non-residential field inspections, EOC

LIBRARY .........................................................................281-482-7135

  Library cards, books, videos, DVDs, music, magazines,

  Audio books, reading programs/clubs, children’s programs, 

  computer classes, extensive reference collection

MUNICIPAL COURT ...................................................281-996-3252

  Court dates, fines, bonds

POLICE DEPARTMENT .............................................281-996-3300

  Abandoned Vehicles ......................................................281-996-3321

  Crime Prevention ...........................................................281-996-3370

  Investigations ..................................................................281-996-3341

  Neighborhood Watch ....................................................281-996-3320

  Records/Accident Reports ............................................281-996-3319

  School Crossing Guards ...............................................281-996-3300

  Solicitor Licenses ...........................................................281-996-3319

  Traffic Enforcement .......................................................281-996-3321

  Vacation Watch/National Night Out ...........................281-996-3300

PUBLIC WORKS ..........................................................281-996-3380

  Street maintenance, roadside ditches and storm sewers,

  Street signs, school zones/crossing striping, fire hydrants

  Manholes, water meters, water and sewer lines

  Streets and Drainage   Maintenance ...........................281-996-3380

  Water and Sewer Maintenance ....................................281-996-3382

SENIOR PROGRAM ....................................................281-482-8441

  Daily events for senior citizens, exercise programs,

  field trips, lunch program, seminars, social events

WATER/SEWER SERVICE, Garbage, Recycling ..281-996-3232

  Green Waste, Connect/discontinue service, billing
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Last weekend of operation for City Pool
Sesquicentennial Swimming Pool
900 Cedarwood Drive
Saturday and Sunday, September 9-10, 2006
Hours are 1 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Last chance to play in the municipal pool this year!  For 

more information, call 281-482-0936 during pool operation 
hours.

Punt, Pass and Kick Competition 
Saturday, September 23, 2006
5 – 8 p.m. 
Centennial Park
This free event is sponsored by the Community Services 

Department and is for boys and girls ages 8-15 years.  It is 
to encourage youth participation in football competition.  
Participants will compete for distance/accuracy in punting, 
passing and kicking.  Please call 281-996-3220 for more 
information. 

Eighth Annual “Swing Into Fall” Golf Tournament
Thursday, October 19, 2006 
Timber Creek Golf Course on FM 2351 in Friendswood
Friendswood Chamber of Commerce sponsors this Florida 

Scramble.
11 a.m.  - Check in
1 p.m.  - Shotgun start
5 p.m.  - Dinner and Awards
Looking for ways to increase business contacts?  Call the 

Chamber at 281-482-3329 or e-mail fwdchmber@swbell.
net to sign up as an individual player, a team, volunteer or to 
donate items for the goody bags and sponsor this event. 

Seventh Annual “Halloween in the Park” 
Thursday, October 26, 6 – 8 p.m.   
Stevenson Park in Friendswood
Friendswood Chamber of Commerce hosts this free 

event sponsored by local businesses.  Ages up to 10 years 
can participate in a safe Trick or Treat atmosphere.  Food 
and drinks will be available. 

For more information on booth space rental, call the 
Chamber at 281-482-3329 or e-mail fwdchmbr@swbell.
net.

Spookfest Softball Tournament
Saturday, October 28, 2006 - All Day
Play begins at 9 a.m.
Friendswood Sportspark, 
2910 W. Parkwood Dr. (FM 528)
This tournament is sponsored by the Community Services 

Department and is for Adult Coed and Men’s “D” leagues.  
For more information, call 281-996-3220.

21st Annual “Christmas Lighted” Parade
Saturday, December 9, 2006, at 6 p.m. 
Friendswood Chamber of Commerce sponsors this 

holiday parade, which begins at Heritage Drive, travels down 
South Friendswood Drive and ends at Clearview.  Santa and 
his helpers will be in the Chase Bank parking lot to greet all 
children.  Moms and Dads bring your cameras for pictures.  
For more information, call the Chamber at 281-482-3329 or 
e-mail fwdchmbr@swbell.net.

 


