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Welcome to Friendswood

Those passing into Friendswood might 
notice a few new signs that have 

popped up along the city’s entryway corridors. 

 These three new entryway signs were     
approved as a part of the City’s 2009-10 
annual budget, and are located along three 

of the main entrances into Friendswood. 
The first sign is located along FM 518 at 
Chelsea Lane near the Friendswood and 
Pearland corridor, the second is along FM 
2351 at Beamer Road, and the third can 
be found where Friendswood Link Road 
and El Dorado meet at the city limits.

 The new signs were constructed         
of Tropical Green Granite and Austin 
Cobblefield Cultured Limestone. Thanks 
to the hard work and vision of the City’s 
Parks Board, Keep Friendswood Beautiful, 
and the Friendswood City Council, these 
welcoming signs are now a reality in our 
community.  
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This Issue

November 1 marks the 50th anniversary 
of Friendswood’s incorporation as 

a city. In 1960, the town elected its first 
mayor, city council, and a law officer - a 
move which helped prepare it to cope 
with the tremendous growth which took 
place in the decade of the 1960s as 
hundreds of NASA employees chose 
Friendswood as their home. Today, we 
boast a population of approximately 

37,000 and have recently received national 
awards naming Friendswood as one of the 
best places to live in the United States.  

 Before Friendswood’s November 1 
City Council meeting, the City will be 
hosting a cake and punch reception in the 
foyer of City Hall at 5:30 p.m. to celebrate 
the anniversary and all are invited to attend.



Effective December 1, 2010, rates for 
residential garbage collection will be a 

total of $14 per month.

 Residents receive curbside garbage 
pickup two days each week, and recycling 
pickup and green waste pickup one day each 
week. 

 The City of Friendswood contracts IESI 
to collect household garbage, recycling 
and green waste recycling. They also collect 
“heavy items” once a week, which is de-
scribed below.

 Collection hours are from the hours 
of 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. To ensure garbage, 
recyclables and/or green waste are picked 
up; it must be curbside by 7 a.m. 

Holidays
 IESI observes New Year’s Day,          
Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor   
Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. If your 
collection day lands on one of these days, 
then garbage pick up will resume on your 
next regularly scheduled garbage day; 
there are no “make up” days. 

 Any holiday Eves (Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Eve) garbage collection resumes 
as normal with a possibility of early              
dismissal after all routes are completed.

 The IESI facility is located at 827 W. Hwy 
6 in Alvin (77511). Hours of  operation at 
the facility are Monday through Friday 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
closed on Sundays and holidays.

 Collection items include but are 
not limited to the following:

HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE
 The City of Friendswood or IESI do 
not provide garbage cans or garbage bags 
to store your garbage; you must provide 
your own. You may use either bags or cans 
provided that what is put out for collec-
tion does not weigh over 50 lbs. 

 IESI does not use trucks with lifters, 
so garbage is physically handled by work-
ers; therefore it is important to maintain 
the weight per bag or can to a limit of 50 
lbs. or less. 

Some things to consider:
 If you use cans to store your bags of 
garbage, and to prevent damage done to 
the cans, remove bags from cans on trash 
day and set bags out curbside for pick up. 
Weather can also play a role on garbage 
day. If it is very windy out, recycle bins, 
trash cans and trash can lids can blow 
around. 

 There are multiple trucks that collect 
different items. One truck for household 
garbage, one truck for recycling and an-
other truck for green waste collection. 
IESI makes every effort possible to make 
each truck identifiable by either placing a 
recycle symbol on a truck for recycle pick 
up or having the driver and helpers wear 
bright green shirts for the green waste pick 
up. 

RECYCLED ITEMS:

 Recycled items eligible for collection 
are: newspapers, magazines, broken down 
cardboard, cereal boxes, glass bottles and 
jars (with metal lids and neck rings re-
moved); clear plastic milk, juice, water, 
and soda water bottles (with caps and 
rings removed); aluminum beverage cans 
and steel cans. It is very important that 

Garbage and Recycling in 
Friendswood
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The Five Star Spirit Award recipient for 
the second quarter of 2010 is Sharon 

Parks. Sharon is an Administrative 
Secretary in the City Secretary’s  Office. She 
has worked for the City of Friendswood 
since February of 2005, has been a 
Certified Professional Secretary since 
1996 and assists with meeting the needs of 
the Mayor and Council, elections, various 
citizen inquires, and administrative duties 
of the City Secretary’s Office. 

Sharon received accolades from co-work-
ers noting that she “goes the extra mile” 
and “is always willing to give of herself ”. 
Sharon exhibits all five elements of the 
Five Star Spirit, which include being cour-
teous, competent, reliable, professional, 
and enthusiastic. 

 We appreciate the service that Sharon 
Parks has provided this community, and 
we congratulate her on being the recipi-
ent of the Five Star Spirit Award for the 
second quarter of 2010. 

Five Star 
Spirit Award

Sharon Parks with City Manager, Roger 
Roecker.
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all materials are rinsed and reasonably 
cleaned. All metal caps and rings must be 
removed to ensure that the materials will 
be accepted at the recycle site.

 One recycle bin per household may be 
provided by IESI and the City of Friend-
swood. Recycle bins are property of IESI 
and not that of the resident. If you have 
a recycle bin and you move, the recycle 
bin must stay with the house.  If you do 
not have a bin, contact the City of Friend-
swood at 281-996-3232. 

 If you have more to recycle than what 
the bin holds, you may place the extra  
material in a clear plastic bag and place 
it either on top of or next to your recycle 
bin. You also have the option to purchase 
your own recycle container.  However, it 
must be indicated on the bin that it is re-
cycling to ensure it gets recycled (and not 
collected by the household garbage truck).

GREEN WASTE RECYCLING
 COLLECTED ON YOUR FIRST 
GARBAGE DAY. Green waste recycling 
consists of “yard trimmings”, including 
grass, leaves, tree trimmings, branches and 
plant debris.

 Place grass, leaves, flowers, stalks, 
stems and trimmings in a translucent or 
clear bag. Branches, large stalks, and/or 
large stems must be cut, tied and bun-
dled for collection. Length should be 5’ 
or shorter, and material should be tied 
together with twine (not with any sort 
of metallic or plastic material) and each 
bundle should not exceed 50 lbs. 

 Landscape timbers can be collected 
if they are cut down to less than 5’ long, 
tied and bundled together with twine and 
must not be treated wood.

Tree removal
 If you hire a company to remove a 
tree, it is their responsibility to take all the 
debris with them. IESI will not collect any 
logs or tree trunks for green waste pick up. 
Also, if a tree is removed by the homeown-
er, material must be set out by the curb as 

indicated above. Tree logs and trunks will 
not be collected by IESI.  However, IESI 
provides collection for logs and trunks for 
a charge. For a quote you can contact IESI 
directly at 281-331-0810. 

 If you choose to personally dispose of 
tree logs or tree trunks, you may take these 
items to the IESI facility. A Friendswood 
resident should provide proof of Friendswood 
residency to dump the first six yards (about 
two pick-up truck loads) at no cost. Charges 
do apply for more than six yards. 

“HEAVY PICK UP”, or HEAVY TRASH
Collected on your first garbage day 

 Heavier/larger items are collected once 
a week. These items consist of appliances, 
furniture, mattresses, water heaters (with 
water removed), computers, televisions 
within reasonable size (not projection 
televisions), and standard fiberglass tubs 
(needs to be cut in half and not galvanized). 

Other acceptable items with 
special conditions: 
 Carpet- can be picked up for collection 
provided that the carpet is cut down to 5’ 
or less, rolled up and does not weigh more 
than 50 lbs. If the carpet is wet, it must be 
dried before setting out for collection.

 Swing sets are also collected. Metal and 
wooden sets should be pulled apart and 
cut down to 5’ or less.  A total of 300 lbs 
or less can be collected. 

 Refrigerators and freezers are collected 
for heavy garbage. The appliance must 
be “tagged” which indicates that the 
Freon has been safely removed. To have 
your appliance tagged you may contact 
a licensed technician from an appliance 
company and have them remove the Freon 

(charges may apply). Once the Freon is 
removed, the technician should put a 
sticker on the appliance. Then you can set 
the appliance out on your first garbage day 
of the week. 

 Wood fencing typically is not collected 
for garbage collection. If you have a few 
pickets that are not treated (chemically) 
and are less than 5’ long, then you may 
bundle the pickets together with twine 
and set it out with your green waste debris 
for collection. 

 Doors can be collected if the door is 
cut in half. 

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED
• Hazardous material, which consists of

gas, oil, paint, paint thinner or any 
other type of chemical.

• Tires
• Fencing material
• Railroad ties 
• Dirt or soil
• Cast iron
• Construction material - boards, 2x4s,

sheetrock, paneling, windows, cabinets, 
etc.

• Projection televisions

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
 Natural disasters and other acts of God 
that may occur may require the City of 
Friendswood to work with other entities 
in cleaning Friendswood up. In the event 
that this type of situation occurs, there 
may be special exceptions that take place 
to clean up our city. This means that 
during these events there may be a delay 
in pick up, recycle and/or green waste 
may be collected on different days, certain 
items that usually are not collected may 
be collected, or fallen trees/branches may 
not need to be compliant. This may be 
acceptable only during these circumstances.

 News releases will be generated with 
this information during these events to 
keep you updated on garbage pick up.

 For more information on services   
provided by IESI, please contact IESI at 
281-331-0810.
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Streets and Drainage

Friendswood’s Public Works Department 
is committed to preventive maintenance 

that will help prolong the life of city streets. 
The street department began the fourth 
round of crack sealing mid-October on 
asphalt streets throughout the City.   

 The 2009/2010 Asphalt Street 
Program has commenced. Colt (near 
the FISD administration building),                    
W. Shadowbend, and E. Viejo have been 
overlaid.  Sections of the streets on Falling 
Leaf Drive, and Cowards Creek Drive 
were also dug out, then overlaid. Shadwell 
and Deepwood Drive are being overlaid as 
well.

 To date, the 
Street Crew has 
raised 6,258 linear 
feet of sidewalks, 
replaced 455 linear 
feet of sidewalks 
and raised 79,718 
square feet of streets 
this year.  

 LED lights 
on Castlewood at 
Sunset have been 
installed by the sign 
section. In addition, 
crosswalk striping for FISD was  completed 
before the commencement of the new 
school year.

Utilities

 The utilities section, in a proactive 
measure to decrease the amount of sewer 
stoppages, cleaned 6,966 linear feet of sewer 
mains. In addition, the utilities section has 
lined over 6,800 linear feet of sewer mains 
to increase the life of the pipe and to 
provide optimal operation. The Sewer 
Rehabilitation Program has continued to 
improve the sewer infrastructure and keeps 
the number of stoppages and problems to 
a minimum.     

 A plan was implemented by the 
utilities section to place blue reflective 
markers by fire hydrants.  This process 
will make them more easily identifiable in 

case of emergency. The city has replaced 
over    seven hundred blue reflectors and 
continues to replace them on a daily basis. 
The City of Friendswood has over 1,500 

fire hydrants and 
plans to place 
a blue reflector 
in front of each 
one. The utilities 
section also asks 
that residents keep 
shrubs and flowers 
at least three feet 
away from the 
fire hydrant so 
that it is easily 
seen in case of an 
emergency.

 The 2009-2010 Fire Hydrant 
Program has been budgeted at $35,000, 
and the Utilities section of Public Works 
is working to perform the audits and flow 
testing for this program. In addition, 
the Utilities section will be painting the 
fire hydrants to City of Friendswood 
specifications and making any repairs 
to ensure proper operation in case of an 
emergency. The Utilities Department has 
recently painted 165 fire hydrants through 
this program.
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From time to time, those traveling 
through Friendswood may notice that 

street signs are missing or damaged.  If you 
do notice a problem with the City’s street 
signs, please call the City of Friendswood 
at 281-996-3380.  

 Please remember that in addition 
to being against the law per the State of  
Texas Penal Code, stolen street signs cost 
Friendswood taxpayers to replace. 

Keep Friendswood Beautiful 
Offers ‘Adopt a Spot’
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Keep Friendswood Beautiful is offering 
spots in Stevenson Park and other 

public areas in Friendswood for their 
Adopt a Spot initiative. This would include 
maintaining a flower bed, including 
weeding, watering when necessary, and 
planting color and/or native plants each 
season. Those individuals and/or groups 
(scouts, service organizations, school 
groups, families, youth groups, etc.) wishing 
to participate can contact the Friendswood 
Community Services Department at     
281-996-3220 for a brochure and details.

Did You Know?

The City of Friendswood’s ordinance 
number 306 (Sec. 70-23 of the 

municipal code) specifies that residents 
and business owners are responsible for 
making their home or business street 
address numbers visible. The street address 
number should be placed on the building 
or structure, the mailbox, the curb, or 
elsewhere on the premises so that it may be 
readily seen and identified from the street 
upon which the home or business faces.  

 This is useful for many reasons, 
but most importantly when emergency 
personnel are responding to a home or 
business.  For more information regarding 
this ordinance or any other ordinances for 
the City of Friendswood, please visit the 
website  www.municode.com or contact 
the City Secretary’s Office at 281-996-3270. 

123

Have you noticed a missing 
or damaged street sign?

Fall 2010
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Take a break from the hustle and 
bustle of the Holiday season to 

release some stress and tension. The City 
of Friendswood is hosting the annual 
Holiday Hustle 5K Fun Run / Walk and 
Kid’s K on Saturday, December 4, 2010. 
The event will be held at Stevenson Park, 
1100 S. Friendswood Dr. with registration 
from 7 – 7:45 a.m. The Kid’s K Fun Run 
(12 and under) will start at 8 a.m. and the 
5K Fun Run / Walk will start at 8:15 a.m. 
and is open to all ages. Cost of the event 
is $10 for the Kid’s K and $20 for the 5K.  
T-shirts will be guaranteed to those who 
register before November 26, 2010.  

 All proceeds from this event will go 
to the Laura Recovery Center Foundation 
here in Friendswood. To find out more 
information on the LRCF you can visit 
their website at www.lrcf.org. Runners 
receive a trophy for top female and top 
male in each age group, plus overall 
male and female.  All walkers and Kid’s 
K participants receive a ribbon. Parking 
will not be allowed in the pool parking 
lot, please park behind City Hall or on 
Shadwell. After the event, we will have lots 
of door prizes and a pancake breakfast for 
the participants.

 For more information about the Fun 
Run/Walk or how you can help sponsor or 
volunteer, please call the Community Ser-
vices Department at (281) 996-3220 or visit 
our website at www.friendswood.com. Hope 
to see you on Saturday,   December 4!

2010 Holiday 
Hustle Fun Run

During the year-end holidays, people 
are often busy, excited and sometimes 

a little bit careless. The Friendswood Police 
Department would like to remind our 
residents of the following holiday crime 
prevention tips that will help us have a safe 
and happy holiday.

At Home

• Be extra cautious about locking doors 
and windows when you leave your 
house or apartment, even for a few 
minutes.

• Don’t display holiday gifts where 
they   can be seen from a window or 
doorway.  Store gifts before you go 
away on a trip.

• If you go out for the evening, turn 
on lights and a radio or television so 
the house or apartment appears to be 
occupied.

• If you take a holiday trip away from 
your home, have some interior lights 
activated by an automatic timer. Have a 
neighbor or family member watch your 
house, pick up the mail and newspaper 
and park his or her motor vehicle in 
your driveway from time to time.

• Be wary of strangers soliciting for 
charitable donations. They may 
attempt to take advantage of people’s 
generosity during the holidays. Ask 
for identification, how donated funds 
are used, if contributions are tax 
deductible, etc. If you aren’t satisfied 
with the answers, don’t give.

• Immediately after the holidays, mark 
new gifts with the identification 
number and record new serial 
numbers.

• Test your smoke detectors.
• Use only fire resistant ornaments on 

a holiday tree and make sure electric 
lights are in good working order.  
Don’t leave the lights on overnight or 
when you are away from home.

• Avoid leaving boxes from purchases 
(especially TV’s, DVD’s, computer, 
etc) out on the curb for trash pickup.

Shopping

• Shop before dark if possible. Possibly 
coordinate shopping trips with a 
friend.  

• Never park in an unlit lot or area, no 
matter how convenient it is.

• Lock your packages and gifts in your 
vehicle’s trunk. Keep your vehicle’s 
doors locked and windows closed.

• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash. 
Pay for purchases with a check, credit 
card, or debit card when possible.

• To discourage purse-snatchers, don’t 
overburden yourself with packages.      
Have your purchases delivered 
whenever practical or make several 
trips to place in your vehicle.

Holiday Party Safety

• Have non-alcoholic beverages 
available for party guests.

• Serve something to eat before serving 
alcoholic beverages. High protein 
foods stay in the stomach longer and 
slow absorption of alcohol into the 
system.

• Have alternative transportation for 
intoxicated persons. Do Not let guests 
drink and drive.

Pickpockets

 Pickpockets like to take advantage 
of crowds in stores, on the street and on 
public transportation.  Beware of anyone 
who jostles you.  For women who carry a 
purse, one that has a flap which folds over 
the opening and fastens at the bottom 
is preferable to one that can be opened 
simply by turning a clasp at the top.  Men 
who carry wallets or money clips should 
keep them in inner or side pockets rather 
than rear trouser pockets.

 The Friendswood Police Department 
wishes you and your families a safe and 
happy holiday season.

Tips for a Happy and Safe 
Holiday
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Each year, fires during the holiday 
season injure thousands of individuals 

and cause hundreds of millions of dollars 
in damage.  

 There are simple life saving steps that 
you and your family can take to ensure 
a safe and happy holiday. By following 
some of the outlined precautionary tips, 
individuals can greatly reduce their chances 
of becoming a holiday fire casualty.  

Trees
• Many artificial trees are fire resistant. 

If you buy one, look for a statement 
specifying this protection.

• A fresh tree will stay green longer and 
be less of a fire hazard than a dry tree. 
To check for freshness, remember:

• A fresh tree is green.
• Fresh needles are hard to pull from 

branches.
• When bent between your fingers, 

fresh needles do not break.
• The trunk butt of a fresh tree is sticky 

with resin.
• When the trunk of a tree is bounced 

on the ground, a shower of falling 
needles shows that tree is too dry.

• Place tree away from fireplaces,   
radiators and other heat sources. 
Heated rooms dry trees out rapidly, 
creating fire hazards.

• Cut off about two inches of the trunk 
to expose fresh wood for better water 

• absorption. Trim away branches as 
necessary to set tree trunk in the base 
of a sturdy, water-holding stand with 
wide spread feet. Keep the stand filled 
with water while the tree is indoors.

•  Place the tree out of the way of traffic 
and do not block doorways. Use thin 
guy-wires to secure a large tree to walls 
or ceiling. These wires are almost 
invisible.

Snow
 Artificial snow sprays can irritate lungs 
if inhaled. To avoid injury, read container 
labels; follow directions carefully.

Lights
• Indoors or outside, use only lights 

that have been tested for safety.  
Identify these by the label from an 
independent testing laboratory.

• Check each set of lights, new or old, 
for broken or cracked sockets, frayed 
or bare wires, or loose connections.

• Discard damaged sets or repair them 
before using.

• Fasten outdoor lights securely to trees, 
house, walls or other firm support to 
protect from wind damage.

• Use no more than three standard-size 
sets of lights per single extension cord.

• Turn off all lights on trees and other 
decorations when you go to bed or 
leave the house. Lights could short 
and start a fire.

• Never use electric lights on a metallic 
tree.

• The tree can become charged with 
electricity from faulty lights, and any 
person touching a branch could be 
electrocuted! To avoid this danger, use 
colored spotlights above or beside a 
tree, never fastened onto it!

• Keep “bubbling” lights away from 
children. These lights with their 
bright colors and bubbling movement 
can tempt curious children to break 
candle-shaped glass, which can cut, 
and attempt to drink liquid,  which 
contains a hazardous chemical.

Candles
• Never use lighted candles on a tree or 

near other evergreens.
• Always use non-flammable holders.
• Keep candles away from other 

decorations and wrapping paper.
• Place candles where they cannot be 

knocked down or blown over.

Trimmings
• Use only non-combustible or flame- 

resistant materials.
• Wear gloves while decorating with 

spun glass “angel hair” to avoid 
irritation to eyes and skin.

• Choose tinsel, artificial icicles, plastic 
or non-leaded metals. Leaded materials 
are hazardous if ingested by children.

• In homes with small children, take 
special care to:

• Avoid decorations that are sharp or 
breakable.

• Keep trimmings with small removable 
parts out of the reach of children. 
Pieces could be swallowed or inhaled.

• Avoid trimmings that resemble candy 
or food. A child could eat them!

Fires
• Before lighting any fire, remove all 

greens, boughs, papers, and other 
decorations from fireplace area. Check 
to see that flue is open.

• Keep a screen before the fireplace all 
the time a fire is burning. 

• Use care with “fire salts” which 
produce colored flames when thrown 
on wood fires They contain heavy 
metals which can cause intense 
gastrointestinal irritation or vomiting 
if eaten. Keep away from children.

Paper
• When making paper decorations, 

look for materials labeled non-com 
bustible or flame-resistant.

• Never place trimming near open 
flames or electrical connections.

• Remove all wrapping papers from 
tree and fireplace areas immediately 
after presents are opened. Do not 
burn papers in the fireplace. A flash 
fire may result as wrappings ignite 
suddenly and burn intensely. 

Other general holiday safety rules
• Keep matches, lighters, and candles 

out of the reach of children.
• Avoid smoking near flammable 

decorations.
• Make an emergency plan to use if a 

fire breaks out in the home. See that 
each family member knows what to 
do. Practice the plan.  

• Avoid wearing loose clothing  near 
open flames - such as those of a fire 
place, stove, or candlelit table.

• Burning evergreens in the fireplace 
can be hazardous. When dry, greens 
burn, flames can flare out of control, 
sending sparks into a room, or up the  
chimney to ignite creosote deposits.

• Plan for safety. Remember, there is no  
substitute for common sense.

Play It Safe with Holiday Decorations
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Spookfest 
Softball 
Tournament

The City of Friendswood Community 
Services Department is hosting its 

annual Spookfest Softball Tournament 
on Saturday, October 30 and Sunday,         
October 31. The tournament will be held 
at the Friendswood Sportspark, 2910 
W. Parkwood and will start at 9 a.m. on     
Saturday. It is open to Adult-Coed and 
Men’s “D” Divisions and will be a double 
elimination format.  

     Awards will be given to the top three 
teams in each division plus an MVP award 
will be given out. The cost is $150 per team 
(includes umpire fees) plus an  additional 
$20 if not ASA certified. Registration 
and entry fees must be turned in by 5:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, October 26, at the 
Community Services Department, 910 S. 
Friendswood Dr. There is an additional $1 
fee per person for entrance into the park.  
For additional information, please call the 
City of Friendswood Community Services 
Department at 281-996-3220.

Switch to an ultra low-flow showerhead. 
This could save you as much as 2.5 

gallons every minute you shower. 

 Take shorter showers—try to keep it 
less than 5 minutes. 

 Install ultra-low-flush toilets or place 
a plastic bottle filled with water or sand in 
your toilet tank to reduce the amount of 
water used in each flush. 

 Put dye tablets or food coloring in 
your toilet tank and wait to see if the color 
appears in the bowl (without flushing). If 
it does, you have a leak! 

 Check to assure that your toilet’s flapper 
valve doesn’t stay open after flushing. 

 When taking a bath, start filling the 
tub with the drain already plugged instead 
of waiting first for the water to get warm. 
Adjust the temperature as the tub begins 
to fill. 

 Turn the faucet off while you shave, 
brush your teeth and lather up your hands. 
Don’t use the toilet as a garbage can. Place 
a trash can next to the toilet and use it    
instead. 

 Buy an electric razor or fill the sink 
with a little water to rinse your razor, 
instead of rinsing in running water. 

 Take a short shower instead of a bath. 
While a five minute shower uses 12 to 25 
gallons, a full tub requires about 70 gallons.

Conserve water in the Bathroom
Tips for water conservation

Zumba the hottest way to stay fit and 
feel young! Love to dance or want 

to learn how to shake your groove thing? 
Well this is the workout for you! Latin 
dance genres like the Salsa, Meringue, 
Bollywood, African and Tango mixed into 
a fusion of cardio fun filled tempos. High 
and low, impact fun working out at your 
own pace! Men and women all over the 
world are enjoying the fast results with 
little effort of getting in shape! There is 
no experience necessary, no excuse not to 
Zumba… anyone can do it! It is all about 
feeling alive and having fun! Ditch the 
workout and join the party!

Zumba will be held on Thursdays at the 
Leavesley Park Hangar, 901 Buckingham 
in Friendswood, and taught by the 
fabulous Lisa Miller.

Zumba Classes

Thursdays
6-7 p.m.
$45/Session or $7/class

Zumba Gold (Beginners)

Thursdays
7-8 p.m.
$45/Session or $7/class

8 Week Sessions

Sept. 9 - Oct. 28, 2010
Nov. 4 - Jan. 13, 2011
Jan. 20 - Mar. 17, 2011
Mar. 24 - May 26, 2011

     For more information, please call the 
Community Services Department at 281-
996-3220 or visit us online at www.friend-
swood.com/COF/parksrec/adults.

City of Friendswood hosts 
Zumba Classes
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KEEP FRIENDSWOOD BEAUTIFUL 

FALL HAULFALL HAULFALL HAUL---AAA---DAYDAYDAY   

CITY WIDE CLEAN UP AND GARAGE SALECITY WIDE CLEAN UP AND GARAGE SALECITY WIDE CLEAN UP AND GARAGE SALE   

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2010SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2010SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2010   

CENTENNIAL PARK,CENTENNIAL PARK,CENTENNIAL PARK,   

   2200 S. FRIENDSWOOD DR.2200 S. FRIENDSWOOD DR.2200 S. FRIENDSWOOD DR.   

8:00a.m. 8:00a.m. 8:00a.m. ––– 2:00p.m. 2:00p.m. 2:00p.m.   
NON HAZARDOUS ITEMS WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED 

Tree limbs, grass clippings, old appliances, old furniture, unwanted wood, metal, plastic, large 
and small.  

*******GARAGE SALE******* 

Residents can donate garage sale items to Keep Friendswood Beautiful. KFB will be accepting  
garage sale items, which include furniture, household items, bikes, etc.  in good condition, 
(clothing will not be accepted).  Garage sale items can be dropped off the morning of the event 
at Centennial Park.  All proceeds from the garage sale will benefit the beautification of city    
facilities and parks. 

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION 

KFB would like to encourage residents to bring items that would benefit the wildlife rehabbers 
we have in Friendswood.  They need aquariums (do not have to hold water), dog and cat kennel 
carriers, clean rags (towels/shirts), shallow crock bowls. These volunteers take care of the 
many injured wild animals that make their homes in Friendswood’s shrinking green space.  

******* HAZARDOUS WASTE WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED****** 
Examples of items that will not be accepted are: tires, paint, batteries, oil, or any other house-
hold hazardous waste. This event is for the citizens of Friendswood.  If you have any questions 

please call the Community Services Department at 281-996-3220. 

Keep Friendswood Beautiful is an affiliate of  



Children’s Programs 

Wed., October 20 • 4:30 p.m. – 5 p.m.
  Craft for ages 5 – 12 yrs.
Sat., October 23 • 1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m.
  Pinocchio by Kids Backporch 
  Productions.
Mon., October 25 • 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
  Early Literacy Workshop: Talkers, 
  2 – 3 yrs. 
Sat., November 13 • 1:30 p.m.
  “Don’t be a Turkey, READ!” 
  by Phyllis Sheffield.
Mon., November 15 • 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
  Early Literacy Workshop: 
  Pre-Readers 4-5 yrs.
Wed., November 17 • 4:30 p.m. – 5 p.m.
  Thanksgiving Craft for 5 – 12 yrs.
Mon., December 6 • 6:30-8:00 p.m.
 Come See Santa
Wed., December 8 • 4:30 p.m. 
 Christmas Craft

Storytimes (Now - December 3, 2010) 

   Toddlertime (for babies from birth 
to 3 years): at 10:10 a.m. on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
   Preschool Storytime (for ages 3-6): 
at 10:45 a.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays.  

    New Family Storytime meets at 11 
a.m. and 3 p.m. on the 4th Saturday of the 
month. Verify dates and times with Chil-
dren’s desk. (all ages)  
 Rattle and Rhyme (A Program for 
Babies 6 to 18 Months) meets the follow-
ing Mondays from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m., 
October 18, October 25, November 8, 
and November 22.

Young Adult
Gaming Tuesdays! 
 Every Tuesday we play multi-player 
video games in the Activity Room from 
4:30-5:30! Here are a few of the games 
we’ll be playing: Wii, Rock Band, DDR.

Special Saturday Programs! 
Nov. 13
 Harry Potter and the Deathly 
 Hallows premier party 12-2 p.m.
 Jan. 8
 Winter Party 12-3 p.m.

All other Programs are Fridays 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Oct. 22  Ready Mechs & Godzilla
Oct. 29  Snacks & Hocus Pocus
Nov. 5  Scavenger Hunt
Nov. 12  T-shirt Hack!
Nov. 19 Birthukkah! A Crazy Birthday 
 Celebration!
Dec. 3  Candy Making
Dec. 10  Book Clock

Teen Advisory Group (TAG) Meetings
 Want to have a say in programs at the       
library that affect you? Want to earn lots 
of volunteer hours and make great friends? 
Join the Teen Advisory Group (TAG)!   
October 12 & 26, November 9 & 23, 
December 7. All meetings are on Tuesdays 
from 6 to 7 p.m. 

Movie Makers Workshop
 Are you a teen who’s interested in 
show business? Join us as we write, re-
hearse, act, film, and edit our own mov-
ie at the library! Tuesday Nights twice a 
month 6-7 p.m. October 19, November 2 
& 16, and December 14. 

Tween (8-10 yrs) 
Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.

Nov. 24  Thanksgiving Napkin Rings.  
 Help with the big meal with these 
colorful napkin holders!

Dec. 15  Window Snowflakes. 
 Decorate your windows with these 
sparkly snowflakes!

Adult Programs
Wednesday, October 27 at 2 p.m. 
 The Cradle in Galveston, Texas: Lis-
ten to the stories of how and where The 
Daughters of The Republic of Texas be-
gan.  Linda Johnson Cooper, committee 
chairman of The Cradle, will also discuss 
DRT projects, membership benefits and 
the application process.  

Wednesday, November 3rd at 7 p.m.
 Open Mic Poetry Night with special 
guest poets Oscar Peña, Donna Pauley, 
and Rebecca Travis. Oscar hosts the Barnes 
& Noble 4th Tuesday Poetry Reading Se-
ries and has served as master of ceremonies 
for the 2009 Houston Poetry Fest’s Poetry 
Out of Bounds reading series. His poems 
have appeared in numerous anthologies 
and publications. Donna Pauley won 
2008 Marrow and Bayousphere Poetry 
Awards, and Rebecca Hatcher Travis, au-
thor of Picked Apart the Bones, won the 
First Book Award for Poetry from the Na-
tive Writers’ Circle of the Americas. Come 
read your own poems or share poems by 
other authors. Refreshments provided. 

Computer Classes 
 Computer classes are held every other 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in the Friendswood 
Public Library Activity Room. Some classes 
are held on Mondays  at  2 p.m.  Classes in-
clude Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, 
Managing Files and Folders, Internet and 
Database Searching, and Email. Contact 
the Library at 281-482-7135 for more     
information.

10 | Focus on Friendswood

The new rocking chair bought with the 
donations in honor of Evelyn Newman is 
a popular addition to the Children’s 
Department at the library!
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City of Friendswood Capital Projects
Deepwood Lift Station and Force Main

 The City’s Deepwood Lift Station 
Project was completed on September 13, 
2010.  This new lift station replaced the 
20+ year old lift station at the Public Works 
department, which was in continual need of 
maintenance. This new lift station handles 
approximately 70% of the City’s sewage 
system and it is designed to handle the City’s 
build out population. Another contractor, 
working in tandem, also installed a new 
force main that directs wastewater from 
the new Deepwood Lift Station to the 
Gulf Coast Wastewater Treatment Facility 
located on Bay area Blvd. The new force 
main replaced the existing force main and, 
like the lift station, increased the capacity 
for build out.  

FM 518 Drainage Improvements

 The contractor completed the FM 
518 Drainage Improvements Project in 
October, greatly improving drainage in 
the City’s downtown area. Though this 
could have been a complex and dangerous 
project, both the contractor and vigilant 
motorists helped keep the work zone safe.  
Good weather also helped the contractor in 
completing this project ahead of schedule.  

Water Plant #6 Rehabilitation
 
Water Plant #6 Rehabilitation is one of the 
City’s Capital Improvement projects that 
will replace the existing tank and house 
unit that is currently on site at Pennystone 
Way, near Blackhawk Blvd.  The contractor 
will install a new and improved 500,000 
gallon tank, pump house, and generator.  

The City approved the bid for this project 
on August 2, 2010 and construction is 
expected to last approximately 11 months.

Infrastructure Utility Service to Beamer 
Road/FM 2351

 This project will install a new lift 
station, gravity sanitary sewer, force 
main and waterline infrastructure in the 
area around the northern corner of FM 
2351 and Beamer Road. This project 
was bid for construction at the end of 
September.  Funding is from an Economic 
Development Administration grant and 
construction is scheduled to start in 
November.

Surface Water Plant #2 Additional 
Ground Storage Tank

 In November, an additional 1 million 
gallon concrete ground storage water 
tank will begin construction near Timber 
Creek Golf Course. The tank will be 
the first phase of a multiphase plan to 
increase utility capabilities in the City of 
Friendswood.  Construction is anticipated 
to be completed by the beginning of 
summer 2011.

Stadium Lane Parking

 The parking project for Stadium 
Lane has begun. The construction will 
add an additional 190 parking spaces 
along Stadium Lane. The additional 
parking spaces should increase the access 
and safety of citizens participating and 
attending baseball games at Renwick 
Park. The project is anticipated to take 
approximately 90 days to complete.



Community Events

Spookfest Softball Tournament
October 30 – 31, 2010
Friendswood Sportspark
2910 W. Parkwood
Call 281-996-3220 for registration info.

*Regular Friendswood 
  City Council Meeting
November 1, 2010, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 910 S. Friendswood Dr.

City’s 50th Anniversary Reception
Monday, November 1, 2010
Friendswood City Hall
910 South Friendswood Dr.
5:30 p.m.

Fall Haul-A-Day
Saturday, November 6, 2010
Friendswood Centennial Park
8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Call 281-996-3220 for more information

Veterans Day
November 11, 2010
City Offices will be closed

*Regular Friendswood 
  City Council Meeting
November 15, 2010, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 910 S. Friendswood Dr. 

Friendswood Heritage Gardeners’
Annual Christmas Tour of Homes
November 20 and 21
Go to www.heritagegardeners.org. Or call 
281-992-4438 for more information

Thanksgiving Holiday
November 25-26, 2010
City Offices will be closed
No garbage collection on Nov. 25

2010 Holiday Hustle Fun Run
Saturday, December 4, 2010
Stevenson Park, 1100 S. Friendswood Dr.
Call 281-996-3220 to register

*Regular Friendswood 
  City Council Meeting
December 6, 2010, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 910 S. Friendswood Dr. 
 
Friendswood Chamber of Commerce
24th Annual Christmas Lighted Parade
Saturday, December 11, 2010 
Parade starts at 6 p.m. Along FM 518 
from Heritage Dr. to Stevenson Park
Call the Chamber of Commerce at 
281-482-3329 for more information

Keep Friendswood Beautiful
Third Annual Santa in the Park
December 11, 2010
Stevenson Park, 1100 S. Friendswood Dr.
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Call 281-996-3220

*Regular Friendswood 
  City Council Meeting
December 20, 2010, 7 p.m.
City Hall, 910 S. Friendswood Dr. 

City of Friendswood
City Manager’s Office
910 S. Friendswood Drive
Friendswood, Texas 77546

Presorted Standard
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 122

Friendswood, TX

*Regularly scheduled City Council meeting dates are subject to change.  
For more information, please sign up for meeting alerts at www.friendswood.com.


