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FRIENDSWOOD CITY ELECTION
MAY 11, 2013

Registered voters may go to the polls to vote in the City’s General Election for 
Council Position No. 4 and Council Position No. 6.  Voting hours on Election 

Day are 7 AM to 7 PM.  There will be one polling place for all voters which will be 
at Friendswood City Hall.  Election information is available by contacting the City 
Secretary’s Office at (281) 996-3270.

Visit www.friendswood.com and click on ‘Election Information’ under ‘Government 
Information’ for more election details, including candidate information.  

EARLY VOTING BY PERSONAL APPEARANCE
Monday, April 29, 2013 - Tuesday, May 7, 2013

Council Chambers, Friendswood City Hall • 910 S. Friendswood Drive
Galveston and Harris County Residents

Monday   April 29   7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday – Thursday  April 30 – May 2 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday   May 3   8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday   May 4   8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Monday   May 6   7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday   May 7   7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

VOTING BY MAIL

Voters may vote by mail if over 65, disabled, confined in jail or expected to be absent 
from the county. Applications for mail ballots must be mailed to: City Secretary, Melinda 
Welsh, 910 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood, Texas, 77546-4856.

All applications for Ballot by Mail must be received no later than close of business (5:00 pm) 
on Friday, May 3, 2013.                                   (See page 2 for election day polling location)
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Five Star 
Spirit Award

City Manager Roger Roecker with Garza.     

Each quarter The Five Star Spirit Award 
is presented to a City employee who 

has exhibited the five characteristics on 
which the award is based - Courteous, 
Competent, Reliable, Professional and 
Enthusiastic.  The recipient for the fourth 
quarter of 2012 is Pete Garza. Pete is 
a Parks Laborer for the Community 
Services Department. He began working 
for the City in September of 2009.

 Pete was nominated by the Teen 
Court Coordinator who had received a 
compliment from a parent whose child had 
performed community service with Pete.  
The parent expressed that the child “had 
been traveling down the wrong path.”  But 
then he had a very enlightening experience 
while working with Pete and now has a 
positive outlook on life and the future.

 The Teen Court Coordinator stated, 
“Pete has been a true blessing to the teens 
doing community service through the 
Friendswood Teen Court. Pete has been  
very giving and in my opinion, Pete has 
gone above the “call of duty” by paying for 
a teen’s lunch if they forgot to bring one or 
even giving a teen a jacket to wear when 
the weather was cool or rainy.”

 We congratulate Pete on being the 
recipient of the Five Star Spirit Award for 
the fourth quarter of 2012. 

ELECTION DAY POLLING LOCATION

Galveston County and Harris County Residents

May 11, 2013
7:00 A.M. – 7:00 P.M.

Friendswood City Hall, 2nd Floor
910 S. Friendswood Drive

The City of Friendswood uses the 
FirstCall Notification System to 

notify citizens with important emergency 
information.

What is FirstCall?

 The FirstCall Emergency Notification 
System allows the City of Friendswood to 
communicate with citizens in the event 
of an emergency or with other important 
information.  The information can be sent 
to users through different methods such as 
telephone lines, cellular phones, E-mail, 
and text messaging. 

Why is FirstCall important to you?

 FirstCall provides a quick method 
to reach residents and businesses with 
pertinent emergency information.  It 
allows citizens of Friendswood to take 
immediate positive actions to protect 
themselves in case of an emergency, and it 
saves valuable time.  Most importantly it 
can save lives.
    
When is FirstCall used?

 FirstCall may be used for different 
situations.  The following represents only 
a partial list of situations where it may be 
used:

•	 Evacuations

•	 Flood emergencies

•	 Severe weather

•	 Hazardous materials spills

•	 Disruption in water service

•	 Street blockages

•	 School emergencies
 
How to register for FirstCall?

To register to receive information, visit 
www.ci.friendswood.tx.us/FirstCall and 
select “Click here to register”.

 All Friendswood residents and 
businesses are encouraged to sign up to 
receive the FirstCall.  If you have already 
signed up to receive information from 
FirstCall, please go online and update 
your information.  With the continual 
evolution of technology, it is important 
to add the different methods to alert 
you such as, VOIP phone lines, cellular 
phones, E-mail, and text messaging.  

 For more information or questions, 
please contact the Friendswood Office of 
Emergency Management at 281-996-3335.   

Receive the FIRST CALL
Friendswood Residents Can Sign Up to Receive Information 
during Emergencies
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INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION

2013 FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION
“YOU’RE A GRAND OLD FLAG”

The Fourth of July Steering Committee and the City of Friendswood would like to invite you to 
participate in the 118th Annual Friendswood Fourth of July Celebration that will take place on 

Thursday, July 4, 2013. The daylong celebration is packed full of entertainment, food and 
fun for the entire family. The theme for this year’s celebration is

 “YOU’RE A GRAND OLD FLAG”

The daylong celebration will kick off with the Grand Parade that will travel down Friendswood Dr. 
The parade will begin at 10 a.m., at the corner of FM 518 and Heritage Drive, and will feature over 

100 entries from Friendswood and around the State of Texas.

The parade will conclude at Stevenson Park where over 50 booth entries, rides, games, food, 
live entertainment and fun for the entire family will take place. The activities will begin shortly after 

the conclusion of the parade, and are scheduled to conclude at approximately 3:30 p.m.

The Evening Program, which begins at 7:30 p.m., will be held at Centennial Park. This year’s program 
should be one of the best family fun events for 2013. The Matchmaker Band, a ten piece show 

band specializing in the sounds of Motown, Soul, Funk and Dance music, will headline the evening 
entertainment. The evening will conclude with a fantastic fireworks extravaganza that will light up the 

sky beginning at approximately 9:20 p.m. The fireworks will be choreographed to patriotic music 
and is guaranteed to be one of the best firework displays in the Houston area.

Public parking will not be available at Centennial Park for the Evening Program. Spectators must 
ride the free shuttle service to gain admittance into the park. Shuttle service will be available from 
Clear Brook High School, 4607 FM 2351, and from Friendswood High School, 702 Greenbriar. 

Shuttle services will begin running at 6:30 p.m.

Don’t miss out on this family event as the community of Friendswood celebrates our country’s 
independence in patriotic style. For additional information, to sign up for the parade or to secure a 

booth space in the park, please contact the Community Services/Parks and Recreation 
Department at (281) 996-3220 or email at rec@friendswood.com.

Friendswood 
4th of July Celebration
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Neighborhood Scout, a national data 
research firm, has recently named 

Friendswood the 20th Safest City in 
America in 2013 based on their latest 
research. The recognition, calculated on 
cities with at least 25,000 persons, is based 
on the total number of crimes per 1,000 
residents. According to Neighborhood 
Scout, Friendswood is the second safest city 
in the State of Texas, and one of only five 
in Texas rated in the nation’s top 100 safest.

 The Friendswood Police Department 
recently released its 2012 Annual Crime 

Report, which lists Friendswood as having 
one of the lowest number of crime rates 
per 1,000 residents in the Houston Metro 
area, based on information reported by the 
Texas Department of Public Safety.

 The entire list of Neighborhood Scout’s 
100 safest cities in America can be viewed at 
this website: www.neighborhoodscout.com/
neighborhoods/crime-rates/top100safest/. 
The City of Friendswood takes pride in 
working to ensure that our community is 
the safest that it can be, and is proud to 
have been recognized at a national level.  

Friendswood Recognized as 20th Safest 
City in America 
Latest Stats also show city has lowest crime rate per 1,000 persons in Houston Metro Area

City Population Total Offenses Crime Rate/1,000 
Friendswood         36,558                    343  9.38 
West University Place         15,098                    166  10.99 
Missouri City         68,775                 1,259  18.31 
Sugar Land         80,475                 1,525  18.95 
Pearland         93,172                 1,849  19.85 
La Porte         34,511                    688  19.94 
Lake Jackson         27,414                    599  21.85 
League City         85,318                 1,979  23.20 
Deer Park         32,684                    875  26.77 
Dickinson         19,073                    587  30.78 
Alvin         24,746                    814  32.89 
Texas City         46,048                 1,718  37.31 
Pasadena      152,179                 5,832  38.32 
La Marque         14,814                    738  49.82 
Galveston         48,748                 2,593  53.19 
Houston   2,143,628            129,228  60.28 
Webster         10,619                    764  71.95 
Source: Texas Department of Public Safety. "The Texas Crime Report for 2011." 
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/crimereports/11/2011crimeByJurisdiction.pdf

 

Area Crime Rate Statistics
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     It is the Mission of the Council and Staff of the City 
of Friendswood to provide the highest level of service to our 
citizens at the greatest value.

Adopted: July 9, 1990
Revised: January 4, 1993

Revised: August 18, 1997
Revised: January 12, 2004

Focus on Friendswood
Spring 2013

Identity fraud is one of the fastest-growing financial crimes in 
America, accounting for losses in the billions of dollars every 

year.  The following are tips for your protection and advice on 
what to do if it happens to you:

• Don’t have your driver’s license number or Social Security 
number printed on your checks

• Don’t carry your Social Security card or birth certificate 
in your wallet or purse

• Try not to carry more than one credit card in your wallet

• Don’t carry credit card receipts. Keep them safe or destroy 
them

• Don’t carry account passwords with your cards or write 
them on the cards

• Shred all credit card offers mailed to you

• Never give your credit card number or bank account 
information to anyone calling you

• Ask to have your checks mailed to your bank, not to your 
home

• Don’t leave outgoing mail in your mailbox; drop it off at 
a post office instead

• When paying with your credit card, encourage clerks to 
check your identification

• Review monthly bills carefully for unexplained charges

• Shred all documents with account numbers before 
disposing of them

• Order only from secure, reputable Internet sites

• Order your credit report from the three major credit 
bureaus and make sure the information is correct

• Make photocopies of the items in your wallet (both 
sides).  Keep this photocopy in a safe place

• If someone has stolen your identity:

• Call your local police department and file a report.  Get a 
copy of the report in case the bank, credit card company, 
or others need it later.

• Notify all three credit reporting bureaus.  Tell them to 
put a fraud alert on your file and ask that no new credit 
be granted without your approval.  Call Equifax at 1-800-
685-1111, Experian at 1-888-3973742, or 
Trans Union at 1-800-916-8800.   Or 
on-line: Equifax.com, Experian.com 
and Transunion.com respectivel

• Change your account numbers 
for banking, credit cards and 
utilities. Put 
passwords 
on all new 
accounts.

Message from the Friendswood Police 
Department:  Guarding Your Identity



Streets and Drainage

The City’s street crews are currently 
working on the City’s street crack 

sealing program.  This program helps to 
prevent damage to the subgrade of our 
streets by sealing any cracks that exist on 
the surface, thereby increasing the life of 
the street.   Public Works is using a newly 
purchased crack sealing machine that will 
provide more flexibility in our sealing 
schedule and save the City money on 
rentals in future years.

 The City’s drainage crews have been 
busy grading ditches and cleaning inlets 
to ensure proper flow to city drains.  
Additionally, they have been removing 
dead trees within the street rights of way 
that have become a danger to pedestrians 
and vehicle traffic.

Sewer Rehabilitation 

 As we work our way through the 
City, Friendswood’s sewer rehabilitation 
program has most recently been ongoing in 
the Forest Bend Subdivision.  Throughout 
the rehabilitation process, crews have 
been able to clean and inspect sewer 
lines for damage.  Determination is then 

made for rehabilitation, to ensure proper 
performance of the city’s infrastructure.

Fire Hydrants and Water Meters

 Residents might have noticed that fire 
hydrant auditing and painting is ongoing 
throughout various locations in the city.  
Through this process, utility maintenance 
employees also work continually to repair 
any fire hydrants that may need attention.  
The City’s water meters are also routinely 

being changed out to ensure proper usage 
is recorded and billed.  

Utilities

 The utilities section of Public Works 
is working to maintain all water and 
sanitary sewer lines on a daily basis by 
repairing water main breaks and clearing 
grease blockages as quickly as possible.  
Water main breaks are typical and occur 
naturally due to shifting soils.  Grease 
blockages are caused by everyday cooking 
and washing that builds over time, and 
blocks the path of sewage in the system.

 If there is ever a Public Works-related 
issue that residents feel needs attention, 
please call the Public Works Department 
at 281-996-3380 during normal business 
hours.  If there is an issue after hours, 
residents can call the Police Department’s 
non-emergency line at 281-996-3300, 
and the dispatchers can contact Public 
Works employees on call.

 As always, Friendswood Public Works 
is on call day and night, every day of the 
year.    

6 | Focus on Friendswood

Friendswood’s Public Works Department 
Update
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BE PREPARED FOR ANY TYPE OF EMERGENCY
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS GUIDE

Do you have a family emergency plan?  Local, state and federal officials urge citizens to 
become better prepared by developing a plan, putting together an emergency supply kit, and 
learning what to do during natural disasters or any emergency situation.

The Friendswood Office of Emergency Management has many systems to warn citizens of an 
impending emergency, potential danger, or hazardous conditions.  Please look to these warning 
devices for your information and protection. 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION
E-MAIL ALERTS

Citizens can register for instant e-mail alerts regarding emergency notices or other official city 
business. Go to the city’s website www.friendswood.com and click on “Notify Me”.

TWITTER
Visit www.twitter.com/friendswoodcity for emergency information as well.  

WARNING SIRENS
A total of seven sirens are installed throughout the city to warn the public in case of a pipeline 
emergency or other serious emergency.  The Outdoor Warning Siren System is tested on the 
first Friday of every month at noon. 

RADIOS AND TELEVISION
• Radio:           Friendswood Information Radio 1650 AM or KTRH-740 AM Radio
• Television:     City of Friendswood PEG Channel 17 & all Houston local stations

FIRST CALL & PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS
The City of Friendswood utilizes the FirstCall Notification System to notify citizens with important 
emergency information.  FirstCall Notification System can send emergency messages via 
telephone (land lines), cellular phones, E-mail and text messaging.  This system allow the City to 
quickly alert citizens in the area affected or if need be, the entire city, of an emergency, 
potential danger or hazardous condition.  The system, when directed, will begin calling all the 
phone numbers in the affected area, alerting those individuals to the situation and how to 
protect themselves.   To register to receive emergency information, visit 
www.friendswood.com/FirstCall and select “Click here to register”.  

If you have any questions or need assistance, please call our office and we will assist you.

BASIC EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
• Do not call 9-1-1 unless you need to report an emergency
• In the event of a power outage, do not call 9-1-1.  

Contact your local power provider.
• Harris County CenterPoint 713-207-7777
• Galveston County Texas New Mexico Power 1-888-866-7456

EXTENDED POWER OUTAGES (MORE THAN 24 HOURS)
Public service announcements (PSAs) will be posted on the doors of City Hall, Friendswood 
Public Library, and the Public Safety Building (PSB).  Please check these locations for 
announcements.

EDUCATIONAL PREPAREDNESS INFORMATION
Reference these websites:  www.fema.gov/areyouready; www.ready.gov; www.redcross.org; 
www.disastercenter.com;  www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem; www.gcoem.org; www.hcoem.org.  

Friendswood Office of Emergency Management
Phone:  281-996-3335

E-mail:  eoc@friendswood.com
City of Friendswood’s website:  www.friendswood.com
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Your Family Hurricane Plan Checklist
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BE PREPARED BEFORE THE HURRICANE
•  Know the storm surge history and elevation of 
the area.  (Emergency Management and 
National Weather Service officials can help 
supply this information).
•  Learn a safe primary and alternate route 
inland.  If you decide to evacuate, decide ahead 
of time where you are going and know what to 
bring with you.
•  Inventory all property with a camera or video 
equipment, review all your insurance policies 
(homeowner’s, flood, wind storm).  Remember, 
all policies must be in effect at least 30 days 
prior to a disaster.
•Assemble a Disaster Supplies Kit
•Check food and water supplies.  Have clean, 
air-tight containers to store at least two weeks  
of drinking water – 14 gallons per person.
•  Stock up on canned and non-perishable food.
•  Keep a cooler with frozen gel packs for 
packing refrigerated items.

•  Check prescription medications – obtain 
at least 10 days to 2 weeks supply.
•  Stock up on extra batteries for radios, 
flashlights and lanterns.
• Check for ample first aid supplies.
• Prepare a Disaster Supply Kit for pets.
• Make plans for your livestock.
•Keep the trees and shrubbery trimmed.  Cut 
weak branches and trees that could fall against 
your house.
•  Keep and store all legal documents in one 
secure container or safe which is easily moved.  
Make an inventory of documents, photos and 
other irreplaceable items that need to be taken 
in case of an evacuation.

WHEN A HURRICANE WATCH IS ISSUED
A WATCH means that hurricane conditions pose 
a possible threat to the area within 48 hours)
Monitor radio, TV, NOAA Weather Radio for 
official bulletins of the storm’s progress.
• Fuel and service all vehicles
• Inspect and secure mobile home tie downs. 
•  Prepare to cover windows and door entrances 
with shutters or plywood.
•Store and secure outdoor lawn furniture and 
other loose, lightweight objects (garbage cans, 
garden tools, potted plants, etc.).
•  Have an extra supply of cash on hand (ATM’s 
may not be working during a storm or power 
outage).

WHEN A HURRICANE WARNING IS 
ISSUED
A WARNING means sustained winds of 74 
mph or higher are expected within 36 hours 
or less
• Closely monitor radio, TV, NOAA Weather 
Radio for official bulletins.
• Follow instructions issued by local officials.  
LEAVE IMMEDIATELY IF ORDERED TO 
DO SO
• Complete preparation activities – putting up 
storm shutters, storing loose objects, filling 
up water containers, etc.
•  Evacuate areas that might be affected by 
storm surge flooding.
•  If evacuating, turn off and disconnect 
appliances from outlets (a precaution to 
prevent further damage).
• If evacuating, leave early and if possible, 
during daylight hours.
•  Leave all mobile homes in any case.
•  Notify neighbors and family members 
outside of the warned area of evacuation 
plans.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
WEBSITES

EMERGENCY -- City of Friendswood 
• Police/Fire/EMS       9-1-1
NON-EMERGENCY – City of Friendswood
• Police                    281-996-3300
• Office of Emergency Management

                   281-996-3335

WEBSITES

Houston/Galveston National Weather
Service                     www.srh.noaa.gov/hgx
National Hurricane Center/Tropical Prediction 
Center                            www.nhc.noaa.gov
Harris County Office
of Homeland Security           www.hcoem.org
Galveston County Emergency
Management                 www.gcoem.org
TX Department of Emergency
Management       www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem
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IF YOU ARE EVACUATING
•  Stay with friends or relatives or at a low-
rise inland hotel/motel outside of flood zones.
•  Leave early to avoid heavy traffic, roads 
blocked by floodwaters, and impassable 
bridges due to high winds.
• Turn off your electricity at the circuit 
breaker before evacuating, or if you expect 
flood water to reach your home.
• Empty food contents from refrigerators and 
freezers.
• Unplug sensitive electrical appliances 
(computer, TVs, etc.)
• Put up shutters or plywood on windows and 
doors.  Reinforce garage doors.
• Move all patio furniture, hanging plants, gas 
grills, etc. inside. 
• Turn off the gas at each appliance (Do not 
turn off gas at the gas meter as the proper 
pressure needs to be maintained in the gas 
piping)
•  Shelters will be available for people who 
have no other place to go.  Shelters may be 
crowded and uncomfortable, with no privacy 
and no electricity.  Do not leave home for 
a shelter until government officials 
announce on radio and/ or TV that a 
particular shelter is open.

IF YOU ARE STAYING AT HOME
Reminder!  Only stay home if a mandatory 
evacuation order has not been made.  I f told 
to leave, DO SO IMMEDIATELY

•  Store water.  Fill sterilized jugs and bottles 
with two weeks supply of drinking water (.  
Fill bathtub and large containers with water 
for sanitary purposes (this can be used for 
bathing, washing dishes, etc.)
•  Turn refrigerator to maximum cold and 
open only when necessary.
•  Turn off utilities if told to do so by 
authorities.
•Turn off propane tanks
•Unplug small appliances.
•Stay inside the home at all times.
• DO NOT CALL UTILITY COMPANIES 
WITHIN THE FIRST FEW DAYS 
FOLLOWING THE STORM AS THEY WILL 
BE BUSY HANDLING EMERGENCIES.  
(Instead, call your answering machine to see 
if it picks up; call your neighbors; monitor 
the news; check the website 
www .CenterPointEnergy.com for general 
outage information).

IF WINDS BECOME STRONG…
  Stay away from windows and doors even if 
they are covered.  Take refuge in a small 
ground floor, interior room, closet, or hallway.  
Take a battery-powered radio, a NOAA 
Weather Radio, and a flashlight.
• Close all interior doors. Secure and brace 
external doors, particularly double inward 
opening doors and garage doors.
• If in a multiple-story building and away 
from the water, go to the first or second 
floors and take refuge in the halls or other 
interior rooms away from windows.  Interior 
stairwells and the areas around elevator 
shafts are generally the strongest part of a 
building. 
NOTE:  Be alert for tornadoes, which often 
are spawned by hurricanes.  Also, if the 
“EYE” of the hurricane should pass over your 
area, be aware that the improved weather 
conditions are only temporary and that the 
storm conditions w ill return w ith w inds 
coming from the opposite direction some 
times in a period of just a few  minutes.

AFTER THE STORM PASSES…
• Stay in protected area until announcements 
are made on the radio or TV that the 
dangerous winds have passed.
• If already evacuated, do not return home 
until officials announce area is ready.  
Remember, proof of residency may be 
required in order to re-enter the evacuation 
areas.
• Do not drive through standing or flowing 
water.
• Avoid creeks, streams and drainage 
systems.
• Be aware of the surroundings when 
returning as extreme damage could render a 
familiar landscape unrecognizable.
• Avoid standing water – energized power 
lines could be submerged in water.
• Avoid low-hanging or downed power lines.
• If water has reached your electrical outlets, 
contact a licensed electrician before turning 
on the main circuit breaker.  Any submerged 
appliances or equipment will need to dry for 
at least one week and be checked by 
qualified repair personnel prior to being 
turned on.

Your Family Hurricane Plan Checklist
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The City of Friendswood recently won 
the Bay Area Houston Magazine’s Best 

of the Bay Award for the “Best City to Live 
in 2012” at the Bay Area Houston Maga-
zine’s 16th Best of the Bay Awards in Janu-
ary of this year.

 The Bay Area Houston Magazine’s Best 
of the Bay Awards are a “people’s choice” 
award, where thousands of Bay Area 
Houston residents voted online or mailed 
their votes.  The Best of the Bay Award 
winners are businesses that excel in the 

midst of strong competition, and that go 
above and beyond good service.

 This award is Friendswood’s latest of 
several recognitions that our community 
has received in the last few years, includ-
ing CNN/Money Magazine’s “Best Places 
to Live” in 2007 and 2009, BusinessWeek 
Magazine’s “Best Affordable Suburbs of 
2009,” and being named as one of Family 
Circle Magazine’s “Best Town for Families 
in 2011.”   

Friendswood Receives New 
“Best City to Live” Award

To ensure compliance with the City’s 
Red Flag Identity Theft Prevention 

Policy established in 2009, the City’s Utility 
Billing Office requires proof of residency 
or property ownership to transfer utility 
service or establish new utility service 
with the City of Friendswood.  Acceptable 
documentation includes a signed rental 
agreement or signed copy a HUD closing 
statement reflective of the utility service 
applicant as the tenant or occupant.  
Monthly rental amount or purchase 
price of the home may be redacted from 
the document accompanying the utility 
service application. 

 Utility Bill Payment Check Conversion
 
 Beginning in April 2013, presenting 
a check in person, by mail or in the drop 
box as payment for utility services will be 
considered by the City as the customer’s 
authorization to use the information from 
the check to make a one-time electronic 
fund transfer from the bank account or to 
process the payment as a check transaction.   

 For more information on the City’s 
Utility Billing services, please call 281-
996-3232.

Establishing or Transferring 
utility service:
Proof of residency or property ownership is required

The City of Friendswood now offers 
a new way to recycle.  Customers 

have the option of continuing to use their 
current 18-gallon recycle bin or they can 
utilize a new and much larger 95-gallon 
recycle cart.  The cart has wheels and 
allows the customer to recycle greater 
volumes of recyclable materials.  Since the 
cart is enclosed, the materials stay dry and 
will not blow out of the bin.  

 The cart service option is available 
for an additional monthly fee of $1.  
When a new cart is requested, a resident’s 
old bin(s) should be placed curbside for 
return to Progressive Waste Solutions for 
redistribution.  More information on the 
recycling cart option can be obtained by 
calling the City’s Utility Billing office at 
281-996-3232.

 For several years now, City employees 
have utilized recycling bins while at work.  
The City has also increased recycling 
efforts by adding a proactive recycling 
program in our parks.  Residents are being 
encouraged use the recycle containers 
conveniently located in all City parks.  
Cardboard, paper, empty aluminum 
cans, empty plastic bottles and empty 
food packaging can be placed in these 
containers.

Recycling 
Containers
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The Mitch & Artha Wright Concert in the 
Park Series
MAY 3 
Clear Brook High School Jazz Band
Friendswood High School Band

MAY 10 
luther & The Healers 
Texas Blues

MAY 17 
Old Rascals Band
60’s and 70’s

MAY 24 
The Fantastics
80’s

MAY 31 
Almost Endless Summer Rock & Roll

JUNE 7 
Kim Prevost & Bill Solley
Group Jazz

JUNE 14
Lil’ Brian & The Zydeco Travelers

 JUNE 21 
Lonestar Bluegrass Band

JUNE 28
Level one “Live Karaoke” Variety

 All concerts are free to the public. 
Prizes are given out during intermission. 
Concerts will take place at Stevenson Park, 
1100 S. Friendswood Dr., in the Gazebo. 
All concerts will begin at 7:00 p.m., and 
end at approximately 9:00 p.m. Bring your 
blankets, lawn chairs, refreshments, dinner 
and/or a snack and sit back and enjoy an 
evening of fun and family entertainment 
sponsored by the City of Friendswood 
Community Services Department.

If you would like to be a sponsor and/or 
provide a door prize for one or more of the 
concerts, or to receive more information 
about “Live Karaoke” please contact James 
Toney at (281) 996-3220

Normal Hours
Monday
 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 (CLOSED for maintenance)
 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (Open Swim)

Tuesday - Friday
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Open Swim)
7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (Open Swim)

Saturday/Sunday
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Open Swim)
7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (Open Swim)

Preseason
May 25 - 27
Hours: 1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Regular Season 
 June 1 - August 23
 Refer to regular season hours above.
 July 4 - 1:00 p.m - 8:00 p.m.  
      FREE ADMISSION

End of Season  
 August 24 - 25 ,  Aug. 31 – Sept. 1
 Sat. & Sun. 1:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Last Day of Operation 
 September 2 (Labor Day) 
 Hours: 1:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Pool Closed (FAST Swim Meet)
 June  1st 1- 5pm
 June 15th 1- 5pm

Fees Resident
Season Pass, 5 members $75
Each additional member $10
Individual   $45
Twenty Visit Pass  $15
Daily Visit Pass (all ages)   $1
Seniors 55 & Up          FREE

Fees Non-Resident
Season Pass, 5 members $85
Each additional member $10
Individual   $55
Twenty Visit Pass  $30
Daily Visit Pass (all ages)   $2

Rental Information
Private Pool Parties can be scheduled on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 11:00 am - 
1:00 pm and 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  $35 
per hour ($45 non-resident) plus $10 per 
hour/ lifeguard.

YMCA Swim Lessons
     YMCA Swim Lessons are offered in 
two week sessions at the Friendswood 
City Pool.  To register for swim lessons, 
stop by the Pearland YMCA or call 281-
485-6805.  

Friendswood residents or facility 
 members    $60 
Program members   $95

• Summer Session 1: June 10 – June 20
• Summer Session 2: June 24 – July 5 
  (no classes on July 4th)
• Summer Session 3: July 8 – July 18

Friendswood Sesquicentennial Swimming 
Pool at Stevenson Park
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July 19th 

July 26th July 12th 

August 2nd 

August 9th 
August 16th 

lawn.  Don’t forget your picnic dinner and lawn.  Don’t forget your picnic dinner and 

The Spring Flower Show and Garden 
Tour will be presented by the 

Heritage Gardeners of Friendswood the 
year on Saturday, April 27, from 12 noon 

to 4 p.m. and Sunday, April 28, 1 to 5 
p.m.  From among the recommendations 
received by Heritage Gardeners, usually 
five Friendswood gardens are selected each 
year to be featured on the tour.

 On Friday, April 26, there will be a 
judged flower show open free to the public 
from 1 to 5 p.m., at 112 W. Spreading 
Oaks.  Tickets can be purchased then at 
the pre-tour rate of $7.

 The tour begins at the Marie 
Workman Garden Center and Briscoe 
Gardens, 112 W. Spreading Oaks, which 
includes a bazaar, flower show, drawings 
for prizes, and plant sale, which will be 

open both days from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  In 
addition, the public is invited to view the 
results of the judged flower show at the 
Garden Center.

 Tickets are $7 pre-tour and $10 
the day of the tour.  Children 10 and 
under are free.  Advance tickets can be 
purchased from club members and at 
the following establishments:  Chamber 
of Commerce, Cake Lady, Friendswood 
Frame and Gallery, Gulf Coast Equine 
and Garden Center, LaCasita Mexican 
Food Restaurant, Lary’s Florist, Phoenix 
Cleaners, and Two Friends Gifts.  For 
more information, call 281-992-4438 or 
go to www.heritagegardener.org

HERITAGE GARDENERS HOLD ANNUAL SPRING 
GARDEN TOUR
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This spring, construction began on a new splash pad in Friendswood’s Stevenson Park.  Located between the existing swimming 
pool and sand volleyball courts, this new splash pad encompasses “phase 1” of the planned 3 phase pad, and will include a 

spraying “Bullfrog loop”, an upright aqua dome feature, directional water jets, and a motion-activated controller.

 While current construction only includes phase 1 of the 3 phase splash pad, the other two phases are planned for completion 
at this location in the near future.  The renderings below show all three completed phases. For more information on Parks and 
Recreation facilities and programs, please call 281-996-3220.

New Splash Pad Coming to Stevenson Park
Construction scheduled for completion by Summer
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Adult Programs 
Friends of the Library Book Club

Book Club meets the second Tuesday 
each month at 7 p.m. Refreshments are 
provided. The library has several copies 
of the book. Book Titles and Group 
Discussion Dates are: 

May 14: The Zookeeper’s Wife: 
 A War Story 
 by Diane Ackerman
June 11: The Paris Wife 
 by Paula Mclain
July 9: Share an interesting book with 
the group.

Special Topic Programs 
Wednesday, May 8, at 7 p.m. 
A Conversation on India through 
Photography and Poetry: An evening 
celebrating the culture of India featuring 
photographs by Brenda Gottlieb and 
poems by Kathryn Lane. 

Wednesday, May 22, at 7 p.m. 
WWII: Wartime existence in the Jungles 
of New Guinea.  Join us as we take a 
journey back to wartime 1943-1944.  
Author Rene Palmer Armstrong will be 
giving a presentation on the realities of 
wartime existence in the jungles of New 
Guinea.  Rene will be sharing the official, 
now declassified, government documents 
of the 345th Bomb Group and original 
pictures as they make bombing raids on 
Rabaul and Point Gloucester in the South 
Pacific.  She will be showing actual film 
footage taken by the 345th during their 
bombing raids plus seldom seen footage of 
the Japanese peace emissaries as the 345th 
escorts them from Mainland Japan to Le 
Shima at the request of McArthur.  After 
viewing this film footage, she will share 
actual pictures of the 345th group and 
discuss the daily life of a bomb group as 
they fight their way across New Guinea.

Wednesday, June 5, at 7 p.m.
Music Performance by North Harris 
County Dulcimer Society. NHCDS is 
an ever growing group of music lovers 
that plays just about any instrument that 
doesn’t have to be “plugged in”!

Thursday, July 11, at 7 p.m.
Spacewalker: My Journey in Space and 
Faith as NASA’s Record-Setting Frequent 
Flyer by Jerry L. Ross.  Author Jerry Ross 
will speak about his book and experiences 
as an astronaut.  Jerry L. Ross is an Indiana 
native, a graduate of Purdue University, a 
retired United States Air Force officer, 
and a former astronaut who retired from 
NASA in 2012.  Colonel Ross is a veteran 
of seven US Space Shuttle missions and 
holds an individual world record for the 
most spaceflights flown. Spacewalker is 
the book for anyone who ever dreamed of 
flying in space. –Neil Armstrong

Wednesday, July 17, at 7 p.m.
FPL Poetry Series presents John 
Milkereit: Out of His Cage. John 
Milkereit is an award-winning, juried poet 
who has been featured at Houston Poetry 
Fest and Inprint’s prestigious First Friday 
poetry series among numerous other venues. 

Workforce Solutions Job Search 
Skills Seminars 
(1 – 3 p.m.). No registration required.

Thursday, April 25 
Networking and Using Social Media – 
80 percent of jobs don’t get advertised!  
Create a marketing profile to promote 
your skills and help you get your foot 
in the door.  Learn the impact that your 
online presence has on employers. 

Thursday, May 2 - Interviewing
The interview is where jobs are won or 
lost.  Get advice on effective interviewing 
techniques, respond appropriately to 
common interview questions, and negotiate 
salary and benefits for your new job. 

Children’s Programs

June 1, Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Texas Reading Club Kickoff
Register for the TX Reading Club 
Balloons, Face Painting, Craft, Fun
Ages: Birth – 18 years

June 4, Tuesday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.
“Snakes Alive”, by Tierni Sager 
Ages: Grades K - 12

June 6, Thursday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
“Dig Up a Magic Tree House Adventure”
By Mark Shepherd 
All ages

June 11, Tuesday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.
“Traveling Puppets” 
By The Puppet Lady, Nitsana Lazarus
All ages

June 13, Thursday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
“Snakes Alive”, by Tierni Sager
Ages: Grades K - 12.

June 18, Tuesday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
“Jungle Jack, from the Australian Outback”
By Incredible Events
All ages

June 20, Thursday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.
“Magic of Reading” By Steve Burton
All ages

June 25, Tuesday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
“Simple Machines” By Julian Franklin 
All ages

June 27, Thursday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.
“Dino Search” 
By Party Animal, Dan Brinkman
All ages
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July 2, Tuesday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
“Red, White, and Blue” By Daisy the Clown
All ages

July 9, Tuesday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
“Commander Astro”
By Party Animal, Dan Brinkman
All ages

July11, Thursday
1:30 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
ONE SHOW ONLY 
“Imagination Station: Mysteries Under 
the Earth” By Mick Corely
All ages

July 14, Sunday, 5 p.m. – 7 p.m.
“Swim Party”
Must have read and recorded 30 books 
with Children’s Department to receive 
invitation. Permission slips due by July 13, 
2013. No permission slips at gate. 
Ages 6 and up

July 16, Tuesday
1:30 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
ONE SHOW ONLY
“Fire and Ice” By Mad Science
Ages: grades K-12

July 18, Thursday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
“Smaller Scholar Shadow Show”
By Greg Ruhe
All ages

July 23, Tuesday
1:30 p.m. – 2 p.m., 2:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.
“Book Time with Ronald”
By Ronald McDonald
All ages

July 25, Thursday
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
“Texas A&M Chemistry Road Show”
By Jim Pennington, PhD.
Ages grades K-12

Young Adult (11-18 yrs.)

Tuesdays: 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Video Games

Wednesdays 4:30-5:30
Teen Advisory Group meetings

April
Fridays, 4:30-5:30 p.m.

04/19 Poetry Coffee House
04/26 Movie

May
Fridays, 4:30-5:30 p.m.

05/03 Movie
05/10 Mother’s Day Craft
05/17 Snack
05/24 Book Page Art
05/30 and 05/31, 1 - 6 p.m.
    Doctor Who Marathon
 

June
Wednesdays and Fridays, 3:30 p.m.

06/05 Smash Journals
06/07 Operation Egg Drop
06/12 Duct Tape Wallet
06/14 Purse Archaeology
06/19 Junk Sculpture
06/21 Mineshaft Race
06/26 Star Jars
06/28 Planetarium

Saturday 06/08, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Muggle Quidditch

July 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 3:30 p.m.

07/03 Patriotic Fans
07/05 Short-Short Stories
07/10 Jeopardy
07/12 Service Dog Program
07/17 Charade Relay Game
07/19 Movie Marathon 
07/24 TBD
07/26 Grassy Haired Friends
07/31 Wild Hairstyles

 

Tween Program (8-10 yrs.)

June 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:30 p.m.

06/05 Superhero masks
06/07 Bouncy Balls
06/12 Pet Shells
06/14 Trash Can Archaeology
06/19 Junk Sculpture
06/21 Prairie Dog Maze
06/26 Star Jars
06/28 Planetarium

July 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:30 p.m.

07/03 Patriotic Fans
07/05 Short-Short Stories
07/10 Squid Catch
07/12 Service Dog Program
07/17 Charade Relay Game
07/19 Movie Marathon
07/24 TBD
07/26 Grassy Haired Friend
07/31 Dig For It!

Tween End of Summer Party August 3

You have access to online software training 
through your Friendswood Public Library 
website. 

Atomic Training provides online on-
demand software training and support 
tutorials to help users fulfill technology 
training and development goals.  Whether 
you need to transition to updated software, 
train on a new software application, or 
expand your resume, Atomic Training has 
the essential training needed to develop 
and increase technology skills, proficiency, 
and productivity. 

Available Classes include:
Adobe Photoshop CS6 • Apple iPad

Apple iTunes • AutoCAD 2004
Google Picasa • Microsoft Access

Microsoft Excel • Microsoft Outlook
Microsoft PowerPoint • Microsoft Word

Windows 7 • Windows 8 • Facebook
Skype • Twitter • Wordpress
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City of Friendswood YOGA
Mon., & Wed. • 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Leavesley Park Hangar, 901 Buckingham
Non-competitive, improves health, increases 
energy, lowers stress, focuses on anatomy, 
meditation, pain management.
Info: 281-996-3220 or rec@friendswood.com

Spring Flower Show and Garden Tour
Saturday, April 27, 12 Noon to 4 p.m.
Sunday, April 28, 1 to 5 p.m.
112 W. Spreading Oaks – Garden Center
Hosted by The Friendswood Heritage Gardeners
Enjoy bazaar, flower show, plant sale, and drawings 
for prizes. $7 pre-tour and $10 the day of the tour.  
Info: 281-993-4438 or www.heritagegardener.org 

City of Friendswood Pitch, Hit & Run
Monday, April 29, 4 to 7:30 p.m.
Renwick Park, 205 Stadium Dr., Field #5
Boys & Girls, ages 7-14 as of July 17, 2013
Registration that day. Bring birth certificate or 
baptismal record. No metal cleats.
Age Groups: 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, 13-14
Compete in batting, pitching and base running.  
Info: 281-996-3220.

Mitch and Artha Wright Concerts in the Park
Every Friday in May and June
Beginning May 3 through June 28, 7 to 9 p.m.
Stevenson Park Gazebo, 1100 S. Friendswood Dr.
Sit back and enjoy an evening of fun and family 
entertainment with great music by great local 
entertainers!  Bring blankets, lawn chairs, and 

refreshments. All concerts are free to the public.  
Prizes are given during intermission. 
Info: 281-996-3220 or rec@friendswood.com

City of Friendswood KidFish
Saturday, May 4, 9 a.m. to 12 Noon
Centennial Park, 2200 S. Friendswood  Dr.
Free - Children 16 years and younger
Sponsored by Lutheran South Academy
Non-profit outreach program designed to give 
kids the chance to experience the sport of fishing 
and the outdoors. Over 300 lbs. of adult fish will 
be stocked, bait, tackle, and loaner rods will be 
provided. No pre-registration required. 
Info: 877-733-5646 or go to kidfish.com.

City of Friendswood Senior Fish
Tuesday, May 7, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Centennial Park, 2200 S. Friendswood Dr.
Sponsored by the Law Firm of Alton Todd
Seniors are welcome to a fun day of free fishing!
Includes fishing rods (if you don’t have one), bait,
all the catfish you can catch, and a grilled lunch.
RSVP to 281-482-8441.

Friendswood Sesquicentennial Swimming Pool
900 Cedarwood. Pre-season May 25-27, 1-8 p.m.
Regular season June 1 through August 23. Open 
Swimming: 1 to 5 p.m. and 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Closed for maintenance Mondays, 1 to 5 p.m.
Daily visit pass (All Ages) - $1
July 4 – 1 to 8 p.m. – FREE ADMISSION
Seniors 55 and over – FREE ADMISSION

YMCA Swim Lessons
Sesquicentennial Swimming Pool
at 900 Cedarwood.  Two week sessions. Beginning 
June 10, June 24, and July 8. Group lessons, 
Preschool, Youth, Parent/Child, and Adult lessons.  
Residents and Pool Members $60  YMCA 
members $95. To register or for more info, stop by 
the Pearland YMCA or call 281-485-6805.

City of Friendswood Summer Day Camp
Mondays thru Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Leavesley Park Hangar, 901 Buckingham
Two week sessions - First session begins June 3
Last session begins August 12.  Kids 6 to 13 
years of age. This camp offers a variety of indoor 
and outdoor activities including arts and crafts, 
nature studies, scavenger hunts, swimming, sports, 
and field trips. Fees are $190 (resident) $160 
(each additional child, same household) $230 
(non-resident) $200 (each additional child, same 
household) Extended care for a nominal fee.
Info: 281-996-3220 or rec@friendswood.com

118th Annual Fourth of July Celebration
Thursday, July 4 - theme is “You’re A Grand Old 
Flag” 10 a.m. - Grand Parade down Friendswood 
Dr. Day Program until 3:30 p.m. at Stevenson 
Park-rides, games, 50 booths, food, entertainment
7:30 p.m. - Evening Program with Live Band and
Fireworks at Centennial Park – No parking there
6:30 p.m. - Shuttle service from Clear Brook High
and Friendswood High. Info: 281-996-3220
or rec@friendswood.com


