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Follow 
Us        

Back to School 
Safety 

A Safety Reminder 
for the Approaching 
School Year 
  
Summer is passing 
quickly and school will 
be starting again very 
soon. This means that 

A Look Back at the Fourth 
 

 

Click here to watch a video of the 2014 Fourth of July celebration. 
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the youngest 
Friendswood citizens 
will be finding their 
way to and from 
school, walking, 
traveling on bikes and 
riding School Buses. 
  
Remember speed 
limits in School Zones 
are either 20 or 25 
miles per hour and 
you may not use your 
cell phone while you 
are driving through a 
School Zone. 
Friendswood Police 
will be watching 
closely and enforcing 
these laws. 
  
Whether on a city 
street, highway or 
county road, and 
regardless of the 
speed limit and the 
number of lanes, 
motorists traveling in 
both directions must 
stop when 
approaching a 
stationary School Bus 
with its red lights 
flashing.  The only 
exception is on 
highways or a 
roadway separated by 
a median. In this 
instance, traffic 
coming from the 
opposite direction is 
not required to stop. 
  
Remember to watch 
for the signage, 
flashing lights, and 
street striping that 
denote School Zones 
and follow all state 
laws with regard to 
School Zones and 
School Buses. 
  
Many students in 

Certified Scenic 
  

 
The City of Friendswood has been awarded a Bronze Scenic City 
Certification by the Scenic City Certification Program. A newly certified 
city, Friendswood is one of 15 cities in the state to earn first-time or 
upgraded certification for the 2014-2019 period.  
  
The Scenic City Certification Program is a project of Scenic Texas and 
its program partners, and is the first in the U.S. to incorporate a 
comprehensive set of model standards for design and development of 
public roadways and public spaces into one program. The program 
draws a direct correlation between the success of a city's economic 
development efforts and the visual appearance of its public spaces and 
recognizes municipalities that implement high-quality scenic standards. 
  
To earn the certification, a city must initially meet a city must initially 
meet three criteria before applying to the program including having a 
strictly regulated and enforced sign code, a ban on new billboards, and a 
landscaping and tree planting program. Then, a city's existing standards 
are assessed and scored based on a model of some 70+ possible 
criteria ranging from percentage of park and open space, strong litter 
enforcement laws, street lighting standards, to parking lot landscaping, 
utility line management, and more. Under the scoring system, an 
applicant earns Recognized, Bronze, Silver, Gold or Platinum 
Certification.  
  
In granting the city its Bronze certification, Scenic Texas took note of 
Friendswood's strong design and off-premise signage standards. 
  
Scenic City Certification program partners include the Texas Municipal 
League, Urban Land Institute - Houston, American Planning Association 
Texas, Houston-Galveston Area Council, American Council of 



Friendswood ride 
bikes as a mode of 
transportation to get 
back and forth to 
school. Riding on 
streets during peak 
traffic times can be 
risky; it is important to 
take safety 
precautions before 
riding on streets. 

• Before riding 
a bicycle, 
inspect the 
bike to make 
sure it is 
roadworthy.  
Check to 
make sure all 
parts are 
secure and 
working 
properly.  

• Always wear 
a bicycle 
helmet that 
meets or 
exceeds the 
safety 
standards.  H
ead injuries 
cause nearly 
75 percent of 
all bicycling 
fatalities.  

• Inflate tires 
properly and 
check brakes 
before riding.  

• See and be 
seen.  Always 
wear neon, 
fluorescent, 
or other bright 
colors when 
riding during 
the day.  

• Carry books 
and other 
items in a 
bicycle carrier 
or backpack.  

Engineering Companies of Houston, Keep Texas Beautiful, Texas 
Historical Commission, Texas Downtown Association, Scenic Houston 
and Scenic America. Learn more here.  
  
  

 Home Safety 
Are your Doors Secured? 

 
  

Understanding door security is important because doors are the most 
common entrance points into the home. Everyone should understand 
that the main idea behind door security is to delay entry. There are very 
few doors in existence that can withstand hours or days of assault.  
  
Doors selected to guard a home should be constructed of metal, 
fiberglass (rated to be used as an outside door), or solid wood. Never 
place a hollow core door at an entrance point into a home.  
  
If a glass panel door is in place, those on the inside can see out but 
whoever is on the outside can also see in. A decorative door does not 
have to contain glass; a solid door with a 180 degree peephole is 
effective and still can look just as nice.    
  
For locks, a bolt lock with a one-inch throw and a matching key-in-knob 
lock should be sufficient. This is a standard set up on most doors. 
However, some homeowners choose to upgrade to an anti-pick and 
bump resistant locks, but it can include additional cost.  
  
Rarely does law enforcement see a lock that has been picked or 
bumped. Most burglars simply kick in the door. In that scenario, the lock 
does not fail; the door frame does. Upon close inspection of the door 
frame, a metal plate with holes punched through it matching the size of 
the bolt lock should be visible. This plate is called a latch plate. Standard 
latch plates have two screws that secure it to the door frame. Remove 
those screws and check their length. Most will be around 3/8 of an inch. 
All a burglar would need to do is push the bolt lock and latch plate 
through the thin piece of wood molding. It is recommended to replace 
the 3/8 inch screws with 3-inch screws. In most cases, this will give the 
screw enough length to attach to a 2X4 used in the home's frame. This 
makes the door tougher to kick in.  
  
There is always more that can be done to increase door security. Buying 
a $10 security latch plate at a local hardware store could help make a 
door more secure. These latch plates are generally seven to eight inches 
long and allow for more reinforcement by increasing from two securing 
screws to six. For more information on how to secure doors, check out 
EZ Door Armor here: EZ Door Armor Website. 
  
A second line of defense for doors is a home security system. If a glass 
panel door is present on the home, make sure to have glass-break 

http://www.sceniccitycertification.org/
http://bit.ly/1pos6Br


• Avoid riding 
at night.  If 
you must ride 
at night, wear 
something 
that reflects 
light, make 
sure 
reflectors are 
on the front 
and rear of 
the bike, and 
that the 
headlight is 
on.  

• Know your 
bike's 
capabilities.  
Remember 
that bicycles 
differ from 
motor 
vehicles; they 
are smaller 
and cannot 
move as fast. 
However, 
they can 
change 
direction 
more easily, 
stop faster 
and 
fit through 
smaller 
spaces.  

• Never hitch 
on cars.  A 
sudden stop 
or turn could 
send the 
cyclist flying 
into the path 
of another 
vehicle.  

• Obey all 
traffic 
rules.  Cyclist
s must follow 
the same 
rules as 
motorists. 

  

sensors installed.  
Stay safe and if you have questions, call Crime Prevention Officer Kevin 
Crouch at 281-996-3316.  
  

Emergency Preparedness 
Tweeting up a Storm 

Throughout the year, the Friendswood Office of Emergency 
Management spends countless hours making sure the city is ready for 
the unexpected. One of the main priorities of Emergency Management is 
how to efficiently notify citizens, in a timely manner, of an emergency 
situation. 
  
In past years, the City has relied on the FirstCall system to send out 
mass e-mails, text messages, and phone messages during an event. 
While the City continues to utilize FirstCall, it is important to adapt to 
ever changing technologies and deliver messages in a way the public is 
willing and able to receive it. Recently, the City of Friendswood and the 
Office of Emergency Management made the decision to  utilize social 
media to improve the speed of information to the public in the event of 
an emergency as well. 
  
Social media is a very efficient way to send real-time updates and alerts 
during an unexpected event. The City is currently utilizing Twitter as the 
main social media tool to immediately notify residents in an emergency.  
  
The Office of Emergency Management will utilize the hashtag, 
#FwdEMsafety, to help citizens quickly find emergency updates. The 
hashtag utilization will also allow for feedback and concerns to be 
communicated back to the city from residents. In addition to safety alerts, 
Twitter will be used to send out safety tips to citizens on a weekly basis. 
  
For more information about the City's emergency notification systems, 
please contact the Office of Emergency Management at 281-996-3335 
or via email at: eoc@friendswood.com. To sign up for the FirstCall 
emergency alert system, please visit: Emergency Alert Sign Up.  
  
Follow the City of Friendswood on Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/friendswoodcity. 
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Together we can all 
work to ensure the 
safety of 
schoolchildren as 
they make their way 
around the city 
before, during, and 
after school hours.  
  

Library Corner 

  
Programs for Adults 
at Friendswood 
Public Library 
  
-Wednesday, 
August 6, at 7 p.m. - 
Author Kathryn Lane 
will discuss New 
Border Voices: an 
anthology published 
by Texas A&M 
University Press. New 
Border Voices is an 
anthology of recent 
and rarely seen 
writing by 
Borderlands artists 
from El Paso to 
Brownsville-and a 
hundred miles on 
either side. The 
vibrant community 
represented in this 
collection offers tasty 
bits of regional fare 
that will appeal to a 
wide range of readers 
and students. Among 
the contributions are: 
A "Southern 
Renaissance" for 
Texas Letters -José 
E. Limón; The Texas-
Mexico Border: This 
Writer's Sense of 
Place - Rolando 
Hinojosa-Smith; and 
The Rain Parade - 
Paul Pedroza. 
Kathryn Lane's story 
Baseball Over the 

What's Happening in the City? 
Platinum Recognition for Friendswood's 

Finances 
   

The City of Friendswood has 
received the State Comptroller's 
Platinum Leadership Circle 
Award for 2014, recognizing the 
City for its efforts in 
implementing financial 
transparency. 
 
  
Specifically, the State of Texas 
is recognizing Friendswood for 
opening our books to the public, 
providing clear, consistent 
pictures of spending, and 
sharing information in a user-
friendly format that lets 
taxpayers easily drill down for 
more information. 
  
This is the fifth year in a row that the City has received the Comptroller's 
Leadership Circle Awards. Over the first four years, the City was 
awarded the highest category at the time, the Gold award. This year, 
Platinum was introduced as the highest category, and it was awarded to 
Friendswood.  
  
The Texas Comptroller's Office has applauded Friendswood for stepping 
up efforts to give taxpayers a transparent look at where their money 
goes. The Leadership Circle insignia will be found on the City's website 
as well as on the Comptroller's Texas Transparency website. For more 
information about the City of Friendswood, please call 281-996-3250.  
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Moon is featured in 
New Border Voices.  
  
-Thursday, August 
7, at 10:30 a.m. - 
Genealogy: 
Introduction to 
African-American 
Research (part 1 of 3) 
Nick Cimino, a 
professional 
genealogist, will 
present three 
sessions on 
researching African-
American 
ancestors.  Topics 
covered in this 
session are getting 
started with your 
living family's 
knowledge; 
checklists, charting, 
timelines, and 
interviewing; African-
American 
surnames.  The next 
sessions are  
Thursday, September 
4, at 10:30 a.m., and 
Thursday, October 2, 
at 10:30 a.m. 
  
-Thursday, August 
7, at 6:30 p.m.- 
Microsoft Word - 
Learn the essential 
elements of this word 
processing program. 
  
-Tuesday, August 
12, at 7 p.m. - 
Friends of the Library 
Book Club 
discussesThe Rosie 
Project by Graeme 
Simsion. Book Club 
meets the second 
Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. 
Refreshments are 
provided.  The library 
has several copies of 
the book. 

Don't Mess with Friendswood 

Keep Texas Beautiful Award 

  
The Friendswood Parks & Recreation Department traveled to Austin on 
June 25, 2014, to receive the 1st Place Government Award from Keep 
Texas Beautiful for their outstanding contributions to the Texas 
Environment.  

 
 
 



  
-Wednesday, 
August 13, at 7 p.m. 
- Pele of Polynesia 
Dance Group will 
perform traditional 
dances from Tahiti, 
Samoa, New 
Zealand, Fiji, and 
Hawaii. They 
incorporate traditional 
and modern dances 
into their shows set to 
beautiful, fun, tropical 
music.  
  
-Monday, August 18, 
at 10:30 a.m. - 
Genealogy: 
FamilySearch Family 
Trees.  Judie Rawlin 
from the Friendswood 
Family History Center 
will introduce Family 
Trees, a free resource 
for storing and 
publishing your family 
history online within 
FamilySearch.org. 
She will also discuss 
tips, security, privacy, 
and collaboration 
features for this 
product.  
  
-Wednesday, 
August 20, at 7 p.m. 
- The Real Value of 
Trees presented by 
Master Gardener 
Linda McLean. This 
presentation will 
describe the 
economics, science, 
aesthetics, and 
consequences of 
loss; as well as 
unusual trees around 
the world, and trees 
as monuments of 
inspiration and 
beauty.  Learn how 
trees positively affect 
our daily lives, in 

Friendswood Beautification Opportunity 

 

PDF Version 
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ways we may not 
even be aware.   
  
-Thursday, August 
21, at 6:30 p.m.- 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
- Learn how to create 
a slide presentation. 
  
-Every Tuesday 
from 1-3 p.m. in 
September - 
Workforce Solutions 
Job Search Seminars 
including Work in 
Texas Basics, Job 
Search Planning, 
resumes and 
applications, 
networking, and 
interviewing.Contact 
the library at 281-482-
7135 for more 
information. 
  
Technology Q&A 
Sessions 
These question and 
answer sessions 
provide opportunities 
for you to work on a 
specific issue or skill 
in the following areas: 

• Using a new 
device (e.g. 
eReaders, 
tablets, 
laptops)  

• Downloading 
eBooks 
and/or 
audiobooks to 
your mobile 
device.  

• Microsoft 
Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint, 
and Publisher  

• Email 

You are welcome to 
bring your own 

Activities and Recreation 
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equipment.  Assistanc
e is provided on a 
first-come, first-serve 
basis.  Attendees are 
welcome to come and 
go during the 
scheduled hour.  
Dates and Topics for 
Q&A sessions are:  
-Monday, August 8, 
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
-Monday, August 18, 
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
-Monday, August 25, 
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
  
Children's Programs 
at Friendswood 
Public Library 
  
-Friday, August 22 - 
Last day to pick up 
Summer Reading 
Club prizes.  
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