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Friendswood Public Library 

Board of Trustees 

Minutes 

 

Regular Meeting                                                                                                September 19, 2017 

A regular meeting of the Friendswood Public Library Board of Trustees was held on September 

19, 2017 at the Friendswood Public Library, 416 S. Friendswood Drive, Friendswood, Texas. The 

meeting was called to order by Chairman Mike Czarowitz at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ATTEND 

Mike Czarowitz, Ruth Lay, Ted Thomas, Bryan Corey, Neeta Jambhekar, Diane Freeman, Betty 

Stacy, City Council Liaison Steve Rockey, FISD Liaison Dr. Matt Robinson, Assistant Library 

Director Matthew Riley, Library Director Mary Perroni and Liz King. 

 

ABSENT 

Sherry German, Assistant to the Library Director Karen Hart, and P & Z Liaison Walter Lawson. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Visitor Liz King introduced herself as a student in UNT’s Master of Library and Information 

Science online program.  She is attending the board meeting for her Public Libraries course. 

 

MINUTES 

The minutes of July 18, 2017 were presented for review.  Ted moved and Bryan seconded that the 

July minutes stand as presented.  There was no objection and the motion passed.   

 

STATISTICS 

The Board briefly discussed statistics for the months of July and August 2017.  Mary noted the 

significant increase from July 2016 and the moderate increase for August.  It was noted that the 

library was closed for several days at the end of August due to Hurricane Harvey.  It was agreed 

upon that the library serves a very important role in the community and it was mentioned that the 

library has an impressive number of circulations per capita compared to other library systems. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Mary briefly went through the Director’s report.  She included a summary of the Summer 

Reading Club, highlighting the 73% participant completion rate.  The impact of Hurricane 

Harvey and the response of library personnel was discussed.  Mary explained that no fines would 

be assessed for flood damaged material or late returns due to the storm.  A review of inventory to 

assess impact of loss due to Harvey will be completed.  The library suffered some minor damage 

that will be submitted to insurance and the city has been notified that the library generator needs 

to be repaired.   Matt talked about adult programming and the success of the Ekphrastic Poetry 

Contest event.  Library employee Michele Farthing retired after 10 years of service.  Mary also 

included a copy of the GALCO Budget which shows an increase in funding from the county 

library system.   
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DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION: ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

Mary explained that the staff is evaluating Kanopy, an online database of 30,000 independent 

films to possibly be purchased this year.  This could be a more cost-effective way of providing 

access to a large variety of movies instead of purchasing a DVD.  The payment options are 

flexible, and include a pay per use ($2.00/use) with a deposit that is rolled over each month/year 

if it is not used.  Mary recommends the movie “Tower” as an excellent animated film 

documentary about the UT Tower shooter in 1966.   

 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION: LIBRARY BOARD ALTERNATES 

The Library Board has two alternate positions open.  It was explained that alternates are not 

normally voting members, unless there are regular members absent that requires the alternates to 

vote.  City Councilman Steve Rockey recommended and it was agreed upon by the board that 

transparency is key, and that all possible candidates who have filled out an application should be 

evaluated to avoid the possible perception of favoritism.  It was also suggested that it would be 

beneficial to have some new, younger members to get a fresh perspective on the Library Board. 

 

OTHER DISCUSSION 

Dr. Matt Robinson announced his candidacy for the State Board of Education, and invited 

everyone to a Meet and Greet event at the Green Event Center on October 12th at 6:30 p.m.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ted moved and Ruth seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 8:00 p.m.   

 

 

_______________________________ 

Presented by Mary Perroni 

 

_______________________________ 

Date Approved 


