
Donate a new toy 
and you could be the 
ONE to light the tree 
in Thornbury Park 
on Friday, December 
6th at 6:00pm.

When you bring 
your donated toy to the township building, you will be entered in 
a drawing to be the one to turn on the lights at our Annual Tree 
Lighting Ceremony at Thornbury Park on December 6, 2013. 
The donated toys will be given to City Team of Chester, PA. Go 
to www.thornbury.org for drop off details and a list of gift ideas.

We are adding a new feature this year to our Annual 
Tree Lighting Ceremony! The tree lighting will take 
place, as it usually does at Thornbury Park. However, 

this year, it will be on a Friday (instead of Sunday like in years 
past). In addition this year, Santa will come to the park and visit 
with the children. Hot chocolate and hot dogs will be served as we 
warm our spirits with holiday music and an outdoor fire. 

‘TIS THE SEASON!
ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING 

DECEMBER 6, 2013

THORNBURY TOWNSHIP

2013 Fall Festival 
a Great Success!
Thank you to all who volunteered their time and to all that 
attended and participated in the fun contests!

The Fall Festival is always a wonderful day for our residents. 
Thank you’s go out to Rick Schlosberg and Noah Yoder for 
donating their time and tractors. It wouldn’t be a Fall Festival 
without the hay ride over to the pumpkin patch! The Public 
Works Department did such an incredible job decorating 
the park and cleaning up after 
participants left for the day. Thank 
you Arty, Lindsey and Howard! See 
pictures on page 3 of our First Prize 
Winners of the Costume Contest 
and the Pie Baking Contest.  
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Adults and children 
alike enjoyed 
festive hay rides 
to the Pumpkin 
Patch and plenty 
of tasty treats!



Greetings, fellow residents! What is it that makes Thornbury Township such an 
extraordinary place to live?

We believe the answer to that question 
may depend on each resident’s individual 
experience. To many of you, it is the 
hometown feeling enjoyed at the Fourth of 
July Parade or Fall Festival. To some it may 
be the time spent in one of our parks, or 
open space that has been preserved.

On Thursday October 24, 2013, we 
had the pleasure of spending the 
afternoon with 18 residents that have 
lived here for perhaps the longest time. 
We hosted a luncheon at the township 
building for our senior residents. While 
the food was great, and the room was 
well decorated, what made the event such a success was the folks that chose to attend. I 
can’t put into words the pleasure of witnessing the fellowship that has made Thornbury 
Township that extraordinary place to live. 

Many thanks to the Seniors who were able to attend. It is your contribution to Thornbury 
Township that continues to inspire us. If you have not attended one of these gatherings, 
please join us at the next function. 

 Jeff Seagraves, 
 township manager
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Above: Township Manager, 
Jeff Seagraves, thanks 
our seniors for their 
contributions to the 
Township over the years. 
Left: Betsy Collier and 
Dreda Cassidy enjoy lunch.

Township Manager Letter
THORNBURY TOWNSHIP
CLEAN-UP DAY

On September 28, 

2013, a cheery group 

of volunteers gathered 

for donuts, coffee and 

street assignments. These dedicated 

residents participated in the 3rd annual 

Community Clean-Up day. It has been an 

effort over the past few years to get the 

residents out there working together to 

keep Thornbury Township Beautiful. We 

are grateful to see this group of volunteers 

grow year after year and we encourage you 

to join us. Mark your calendars now for 

the last weekend in September of 2014. 

We look forward to seeing you! Thank you 

to all who worked hard at cleaning up the 

streets and parks of Thornbury Township!

WINTER PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST

Winter is here and extreme cold and 

storms may be on their way. Below is a 

preparedness checklist for your reference:

• Stock bottled water and canned food.

• Get rock Salt to melt ice on walkways.

• Sprinkle sand to improve traction.

• Have snow shovels and snow removal 

equipment on hand.

• Ensure you have sufficient heating fuel 

and/or dry, seasoned wood for fireplace 

or wood-burning stove.

• Minimize travel if necessary. If not, 

equip your car with an emergency 

preparedness kit for your car.

• Cut back your vegetation on your 

property now, so that the snow  

plows and emergency vehicles can  

get through. 

• Do not park cars on the street.

Top row: Barbara Dever, Jessica Raymond, 
John Farber, Jean Atlee, Ruth Huber, Lucille 
Taggart,Margaret Cadden, Maryanne Milowicki, 
Jane Carrol, Eunice Bostick and Hartley Miller 
Bottom Row: Harry Collier, Betsy Collier, Dreda 
Cassidy, Ken Zitarelli, Deb Zitarelli and Irene Miller



Board Chairman Letter

July 17, 2013

• Approved resolution 2013-8, for a  

minor Act 537 Update Revision which 

provides for sewage facilities in a 

portion of Thornbury Township along 

Highpoint Drive.

• Approved contracting Four Seasons 

Landscaping to perform road-edge 

mowing throughout Township at a 

per diem cost of $750.00, with a total 

maximum cost of $3,750.00.

• Approved the purchase of a 2013 

F-550 Dump Truck with Plow and Salt 

Spreader from New Holland Ford of 

Lancaster, PA through Co-Star State 

Contract #25-117 at a total cost of 

$48,708.96.

August 21, 2013

• Approved the extension granted on  

the “Dutcher” Subdivision, extending 

the present action date from September 

10th, 2013, to December 9th, 2013.

• Approved the purchase of a flag pole 

from The Flag & Sign Place of Broomall, 

PA, to be installed at the Township 

Building.

• Approved the purchase of salt from 

International Salt, for the 2013-14 

winter season, at a cost of $53.48 per 

ton, delivered.

RECENT BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS ACTIONS
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My fellow Supervisors and I would like to take this opportunity to share with you some 
information and comments. 

Our Township had another busy year; 
there were numerous events at our parks, 
train rides, bus rides, senior events, local 
government day, and many, many more. 
This could not happen without the dedicated 
volunteers and our amazing township staff 
who make all of these events run so smoothly 
to ensure a good time is had by all. Please 
take a minute to recognize these individuals 
for their years of dedication and hard work, a 
simple “thank you” goes a long way.

Once again our annual Fall Festival 
was a great success! Thanks to all of our 
participants who made this 
a memorable year, many 
pumpkins were carved, 
scare crows made, and cider 
consumed. I would like to 
thank our Township staff and 
the Park and Rec Board for 
all of their hard work putting 
the event together.

If you have any interest is serving on one of 
our boards or commissions please contact 
either myself, JP, Sheri, or a member of 
our staff with a letter of interest and also let 
us know what interests you may have. Join 
our family of volunteers; it will be a rewarding experience.

With the cold weather coming around the corner we will need to keep in mind 
possible snow. We must be aware of bad road conditions, please be careful while 
driving and obey all snow removal rules. If there are areas of concern, please contact 
the township and we will help in any way we can. In closing, have a nice winter, 
and we will see you around town!  

 Jim Raith, Chairman 
 board of supervisors 

Above: First place winner 
of the Costume Contest, 
Piper McNamara as a 
mouse in a trap.

Above: Judges sample 
tasty treats during 
the Pie Contest. 
Right: Louis Atella, 
First place winner of 
the Pie Contest. 

Left: Trooper MacGuire had to 
remind some residents that 
she really is a State Trooper 
and not a participant in our 
costume contest!



w i n t e r  2 0 1 3  •  w w w . t h o r n b u r y . o r g

Acceptable and Encouraged Activities:
•	 Check with the local regulatory agency 

or inspector/pumper if you have a 
garbage disposal unit to make sure 
that your septic system can handle this 
additional waste.

•	 Check with your local health 
department before using additives. 
Commercial septic tank additives do 
not eliminate the need for periodic 
pumping and can be harmful to the 
system.

•	 Use water efficiently to avoid 
overloading the septic system. Be sure 
to repair leaky faucets or toilets. Use 
high-efficiency fixtures.

•	 Use commercial bathroom cleaners 
and laundry detergents in moderation. 
Many people prefer to clean their 

toilets, sinks, showers, and tubs with a 
mild detergent or baking soda.

•	 Check with your local regulatory 
agency or inspector/pumper before 
allowing water softener backwash to 
enter your septic tank.

•	 Keep records of repairs, pumpings, 
inspections, permits issued, and other 
system maintenance activities.

•	 Learn the location of your septic 
system. Keep a sketch of it with your 
maintenance record for service visits.

•	 Have your septic system inspected and 
pumped as necessary by a licensed 
inspector/contractor.

•	 Plant only grass over and near your 
septic system. Roots from nearby trees 
or shrubs might clog and damage the 
drainfield.

Unacceptable Activities:
•	 Your septic system is not a trash can. 

Don’t put dental floss, feminine 
hygiene products, condoms, diapers, 
cotton swabs, cigarette butts, coffee 
grounds, cat litter, paper towels, latex 
paint, pesticides, or other hazardous 
chemicals into your system.

•	 Don’t use caustic drain openers for 
a clogged drain. Instead, use boiling 
water or a drain snake to open clogs.

•	 Don’t drive or park vehicles on any part 
of your septic system. Doing so can 
compact the soil in your drainfield or 
damage the pipes, tank, or other septic 
system components. 

Adapted from National Small Flows 
Clearinghouse. Article from www.epa.gov.

Septic System Tips – Do’s and Don’ts for Proper Maintenance
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Environmental Advisory Committee

This was a really good season for 
Thornbury’s trail system, in terms of trail 
condition and event attendance. Although 
much of the trail system through the 
woodland along Chester Creek is actually 
in the 100 year flood zone and this was a 
record year for rainfall locally, only two 
events were affected.

A record amount of debris 
was removed from Chester 
Creek in Thornbury, with 
Residents, Girl and Boy 
Scouts, and Westtown 
School students helping 
our EAC volunteers as part 
of an overall creek cleanup 
in May, sponsored by the 
Chester Ridley Creek 
Watershed Association.

The Patterson Woods 
Summit Loop Trail (shown 

at right) is completely on high ground 
and we continued creating the trail that 
forms a loop underneath one of the nicest 
forest canopies in Thornbury Township. 
No signs of civilization are in sight from 
nearly the entire trail, until you break out 
on the ridge, and are then greeted by an 
attractive scenic vista.

Barrett’s Meadow is virtually all wetland, 
within the 100 year flood plain, and 
functions as a giant sponge. One of the 
limitations of this area is that there is 
little off-road parking and pedestrian 
access along Creek and Tanguy Roads 
is hazardous. So, in a year starting with 
record breaking rainfall, we cleared much 
of the only “high ground” at the entrance 
to provide an eventual safe parking area.

The last Environmental Advisory 
Committee trail event of 2013 will be 
clearing and maintaining the Cheyney 
University Woods Trail the morning of 
December 7, 2013 along an upstream 
portion of Chester Creek. We will meet at 
Cheyney Station at 9:00am. Contact Rich 
White (610-558-0380), Allen McCann 
(610-399-0205) or Larry Barrett (610-459- 
3231) for additional information or to 
confirm event activity. 

Patterson Woods Summit Loop Trail
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Parks & Recreation Events
ABOUT OUR PARKS:
LOCATIONS AND FEATURES

Thornbury Township boasts five 
public parks. We invite you to enjoy!

Barrett's Meadow
30 acres at Creek & Tanguy Rds 

Walk the trail and enjoy 
the naturally occurring 
wild flowers in the 
spring and summer.

Bonner Park
65 acres on Blossom Hill Road

Visit the historic Frazier 
Ruins and an old, 
unused quarry. Enjoy 
plenty of good hiking.

Martin Park
45 acres on Stony Bank Road

Home to our Annual 
Fishing Derby. Enjoy 
plenty of walking, 
picnicking and fishing.

Palmer Arboretum
21 acres on Brinton Lake Road

Climb on the giant 
adirondack chairs, play 
hopscotch, walk trails 
and enjoy a picnic.

Thornbury Park
56 acres at Glen Mills & Thornton Roads

Home to many of 
our Township events. 
Enjoy scenic walking 
and running paths, 
basketball and tennis 
courts, playground 
equipment, the pavilion 
and much more. 

Comments or questions:
Contact Susan Daudert 

at 610-399-8383 x101 or 

susan@thornbury.org.
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Friday December 6, 2013
Annual Tree Lighting

Warm your holiday spirit with your 
friends and neighbors as we celebrate the 
season with an outdoor fire, hot chocolate 
and hot dogs. Santa will be there to visit 
with the children!
Place Thornbury Park

Time 6:00pm

Sunday December 8, 2013 
Monday December 9, 2013 
Holiday Wreath Decorating 
All the supplies will be provided and 
participants will enjoy expert advice from 
resident florist, Dawn Lovejoy.
Place Township Meeting Room

Time Sunday 1:00 pm and Thursday 7:00pm

Cost $10.00

Thursday, December 12, 2013
Senior Lunch and a Movie
Come enjoy a fun lunch and holiday 
movie. Bring a wrapped $10.00 gift  
for a Gift Exchange Game with  
your neighbors.
Place Township Building

Time 12:00pm

RSVP To Susan at 610-399-8383 x101

Saturday, December 14, 2013
Thornbury Holiday Express
All aboard for Holiday Fun! Tickets must 
be purchased in advance at the Township 
building beginning November 18, 2013. 
Six ticket maximum. Must be a resident.
Place Cheyney Road Train Station

Time 8:45am – train departs at 9am sharp

Cost $5.00 per ticket

Photos of the October 5, 2013 
Fishing Derby by Dave Milowicki. 

First place winner, at bottom right, was 
Lauren Czymek. Jake DeMarco, at bottom 

left, also caught a prize winning fish.



HOLIDAY 
BRAIN TEASERS

Can you translate the following into 
Famous Holiday Songs?

• Delight For This Planet

• Frozen Precipitation Commence

• Adorn the Vestibule

• Soundless Nocturnal Period

• Valuable Metal Music Devices

• Vertically Challenged Adolescent  

Male Percussionist

• Arrival time—2400 hours  

Weather: Cloudless

• Singular Yearning for the  

Twin Anterior Incisors

• Red Man En Route to Borough

• Proceed and Enlighten on the Pinnacle

• Our Trio of Monarchs

• Homo Sapien of Crystallized Vapor

Go to www.thornbury.org for the answers!

w i n t e r  2 0 1 3  •  w w w . t h o r n b u r y . o r g 6p a g e

toy for the chance to be the Master 
of Ceremonies who lights the tree for 
everyone for the holiday season. 

During December, the library will hold 
a Genealogy 101 program led by the 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 
Monday, December 9 at 6:30pm. Due to 
Medicare changes we’ll host a Medicare 
Made Easy workshop Wednesday, 
December 4 at 2pm. Stop in to register or 
call us at 610.358.3445. 

For adults and kids our Book Sale is 
coming up! The book sale will be open 
during library hours. We are unable to 

accept donations for the sale but we are 
accepting volunteer help. Volunteers 
will be able to shop before the sale 
officially begins. If you are interested in 
volunteering please call and speak to our 
children’s librarian. 

Darlington Arts will be joining us for our 
Dance Me A Story program Monday, 
December 16 at 10:30am for children 
ages 3-6. 

Visit kohllibrary.org or see 
our Facebook page for 
more details and updates 
on our programs. 

Rachel Kohl Library – Winter 2013 Programs and Events

The Rachel Kohl Library isn’t slowing 
down for the winter months! We have lots 
of programming to enjoy indoors during 
the cold weather. 

The holiday Winter Wonderland will 
be on Sunday, December 8 from 5:30-
6:30pm We’ll have holiday crafts, music, 
a hot chocolate bar, face painting, the 
tree lighting and more! Please consider 
donating a new unwrapped toy or games 
for children of battered women in 
Chester, Pennyslvania. The donation 
box will be in the library hall all holiday 
season. Those who bring it to the Winter 
Wonderland will get a lottery ticket per 

Planning Commission News
Subdivision And Land Development:
• Audi Dealership, Sketch Plan, 1421 

Wilmington Pike. The plan proposes to 

demolish the existing improvements 

between Wawa and Mr. Mulch and build 

a 47,437 sq. ft. Audi dealership. Most of 

the building will be located in Chadds Ford 

Twp. and only the rear portion (the parking 

deck over the service area) will be located 

in Thornbury Twp. Discussion on this sketch 

plan began Sept. 11. 

• Crane Tract, Preliminary, Major Subdivision, 

105 Stoney Bank Rd. The plan proposes to 

subdivide 55 acres into 29 lots (23 lots to 

the east of Stoney Bank Rd. and 4 lots to the 

west of Stoney Bank Rd.), 27 being residential 

with 2 serving as open space. After results 

from on-lot testing have been completed, 

the applicant will submit revised plans for 

review. On July 10, Concept Plan “B” was 

discussed. On Sept. 11, Trail and Emergency 

Access Delineators were discussed. 

• Dutcher Preliminary/Final Minor 

Subdivision, 64 Westtown Rd. The plan 

proposes 6 residential lots and was first 

discussed on July 10th. Discussion will 

continue once revised plans are received.

Ordinances:
• Comprehensive Plan: The Planning 

Commission has completed their discussion 

and is currently waiting for the Township’s 

Land Planner to research and insert the 

remaining needed data. The Planning 

Commission should be finished with the 

Comprehensive Plan by year’s end and 

make their recommendation to the Board of 

Supervisors.

• Revised Proposed Sign Ord.: On Sept. 11, 

the Planning Commission recommended 

that the Board of Supervisors incorporate 

our solicitor’s comments into the Revised 

Proposed Sign Ordinance.

Other:
• Route 202 Corridor: On Oct. 9 the Delaware 

County Planning Dept. presented an overlay 

that proposes to reduce congestion on 

Route 202. The County will return after an 

analysis is done specific to Thornbury Twp. 



DISPOSE OF PRESCRIPTION 
DRUGS SAFELY!

What do you do with unused 
prescription medicines? They can be very 

tempting to young people and criminals. 

Studies have shown that teens find it very 

easy to get their hands on prescription 

drugs. They believe it is ‘safer’ to take 

these drugs because they are prescribed 

by a doctor or a dentist. Pain medications, 

Percocet, oxycontin, sleep medications 

and codeine are all commonly prescribed 

and abused. Consumers have been told 

to flush unused drugs; however that is 

not the safest way to dispose of unused 

or unwanted drugs. Now with scientific 

advances and studies, low levels of drugs 

are being found in our waters. Some 

drugs actually pass unaltered through our 

wastewater treatment plants and enter 

rivers and other waters. The exposure to low 

levels of prescription medications has even 

altered aquatic life. Delaware County has 

secured a safe access to dispose of unused 

prescription medicines. They are large 

metal ‘DELCO Medicine Drop’ boxes in 9 

police departments throughout the county 

and the 10th box is located at the Del.Co. 

Government Center. They were unveiled 

Tuesday October 8th . District Attorney Jack 

Whelan assured residents that “All of the 

boxes are bolted down and under police 

supervision. Del.Co. Criminal Investigation 

Division will handle the collection and safe 

disposal according to state and federal 

laws.” These boxes not only provide us with 

a safe way to dispose of our prescription 

drugs they also keep them out of the hands 

of teens. One statistic listed on the boxes 

states: “One in five high school students 

have abused prescription drugs.” So, do your 

part. Proper disposal of drugs can actually 

save lives.

Each year our Commission 
establishes a list of logically 
attainable goals to help guide, 
broaden and preserve your 
knowledge of our townships 
history. Some goals take years to 
prepare and complete. 

Three examples follow:

Oral Histories: 
Supervisors gave us 
permission to begin 
the Oral History 
program in June of 
2012. The oral history 
archive, consisting 
of 25 exceptional 
interviews and nearly 
100 hours of tapes, 
has been completed. 
These tapes are 
now being taken 
to the next levels, 
that of Indexing, 
creating a Finding 
Aid, a Thematic 
overview and a 5-6 
minute DVD trailer. The goal is to help 
build interest and expand the program 
much further for resident enjoyment 
and researchers. We partnered with 
Thornbury Historical Society. This 
partnership has resulted in an amazing 
historical knowledge base. Our township 
is the only one in the Delaware and 
Chester County area to have achieved 
this data in such a short amount of time. 

Frazer Ruins:
The Ruins will have the deteriorating 
walls stabilized to prevent further 
deterioration and preserve them for 

future enhancement 
and restorative work. 
Township resident 
Francis Haws of Haws 
Masonry will have 
this work complete by 
years end.

Sign Ordinance: 
In February of 2009, 
the Supervisors 
asked us to come up 

with a new concept; a sign ordinance 
to protect our Historic District and/or 
Historic Resource Properties. We were 
told this had been an ongoing effort 
for more than 16 years. We conducted 
countless hours of nationwide research 
and found what we felt was the best fit for 
our township’s needs. February 28, 2011 
we presented our draft to the Supervisors. 
We are pleased to say that in October, the 
Township adopted a new Sign Ordinance. 

Support and learn of your past.
Visit the greatly enhanced website. 
www.delcohistory.com 

“When the well is dry, we will know the worth of water” – Ben Franklin
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Historical Commission Letter
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Frazer Ruins
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Rustin High School Events

THORNBURY TOWNSHIP

STAFF & OFFICIALS

Township Manager

Jeffrey T. Seagraves: 

610.399.8383 x104

Licenses & Inspection

Peg Beckson: 610.399.8383 x103

Public Works

Lindsey Price: 610.399.8372 x106

Tax Collector

Willard McMullin: 610.459.8475

West Chester Area School District

484.266.1000

District Justice 

Richard Cappelli: 610.558.3605

PA State Police 484.840.1000

PA Senator – 26th District

Edwin Erickson: 610.853.4100

PA Rep – 168th District

Thomas H. Killion: 610.325.1541

US Rep – 7th District

Pat Meehan: 202.225.2011

US Senators

Patrick Toomey: 202.224.4254

Robert Casey, Jr.: 202.224.6324

BOARD MEETINGS

Board of Supervisors

1st & 3rd Wednesdays: 7:00pm

James Raith, Chairman

James Kelly, Vice Chairman

Sheri Perkins, Supervisor

Zoning Hearing Board

1st Monday (if needed): 7:00pm

Environmental Advisory Council

3rd Thursday: 7:00pm

Park & Recreation Board

4th Tuesday: 7:00pm

Historical Commission

3rd Tuesday: 7:00pm 

Planning Commission

2nd Wednesday: 7:00pm

Sewer Committee

4th Thursday: 7:00pm

CONTACT 
6 Township Drive, Cheyney, PA 19319

tel 610.399.8383 fax 610-399-3162

www.thornbury.org

Mon through Fri, 8:30am – 4:30pm

THORNBURY TOWNSHIP, DELAWARE COUNTY
c a l e n d a r ,  m e e t i n g s  a n d  c o n t a c t s
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HOLIDAY RECIPE
Cranberry-Orange Sauce
Ingredients

• 2 (8-ounce) packages 

cranberries, fresh or frozen

• 1 orange, zest cut into  

strips and juiced

• 1/2 cup sugar

• 1 cinnamon stick

Directions

Put all the ingredients into a 

saucepan over medium heat and 

simmer until the cranberries burst 

and the sauce thickens, about 

15 to 20 minutes. Serve at room 

temperature or cool and refrigerate. 

Remove cinnamon before serving. 


