
The Festival of Lights 
at Rose Tree Park

Trees are lit nightly from 5:30-9:30pm

Old Fashioned Christmas Parade 
in West Chester

Friday December 5, 2014 at 7:15pm 

Followed by a weekend of holiday 

activities in West Chester

Santa’s Village at the Franklin Mint 
Federal Credit Union in Media
Visit with Santa on these dates:

December 14  to 23  weekdays: 3-7pm, 

and weekends 12-4pm

Media Theatre
Les Miserables is playing from 

November 19 to January 11, 2015

Christmas at Longwood Gardens 
A bird inspired display will be the feature from 

November 27, 2014 through January 11, 2015

CELEBRATE THE SEASON Try This…
The season of giving is upon us. Let’s take 
this opportunity to give kindness to each 
other. It has been said that kindness is like 
a boomerang—it always returns.

Here are some ideas:
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Thornbury Parks

•	 Put a quarter in a meter 
that is about to expire.

•	 Tip your server 
generously.

•	 Say thank you to your 
Mom and Dad.

•	 Forgive a driver directing 
road rage at you.

•	 Make a donation.
•	 Let someone cut in front 

of you in the cafeteria or 
bus line.

•	 Shovel your neighbor’s 
sidewalk or walk ways.

•	 Give a warm meal or coat 
to a homeless person.

•	 Text your Dad, “I love u.”
•	 Smile at strangers.
•	 Bring your neighbor’s 

trash can to the curb or 
back to their house.

•	 Help a pregnant woman 
with her bags or to  
her car. 

•	 Call your Mother.
•	 Bring your neighbor’s 

paper to their door.
•	 Say ‘Good Morning’ to 

your bus driver  
and teachers. 

•	 Let someone cut in front 
of you at the grocery store.

•	 Encourage someone. 
•	 Listen to someone.
•	 Hold the door for the 

person behind you.
•	 Give blood.
•	 If you are doing well in  

a class, tutor those who 
are not.

•	 Call your Grandparents.
•	 Don’t judge.
•	 Leave an anonymous  

note of gratitude.
•	 Babysit for free.
•	 Say “Thank You” to  

your bus driver as you  
exit the bus.

“You can’t live a perfect day 
without doing something 

for someone who will 
never be able to repay you.” 

—Coach John Wooden



Hello fellow residents. While we are all 
looking forward to the upcoming holiday 
season, many also dread the unfavorable 
weather that often accompanies the 
season. Last winter we had several storms 
that incapacitated some of our utilities. 
As a result, many residents were without 
power for an extended period of time. 
PECO has responded by improving the 
quality of the electrical wire utilized and 
they have also done significant vegetation 
management.

We urge you to 
take the steps 
necessary to 
ensure your 
safety during 
winter weather 
events. Last 
year a Township 
resident, Kate 
Riccuitti, 
assembled an emergency preparation kit 
for display. We still have the kit at the 
Township building to help identify items 
you should keep on hand. Please sign up 
for the DELCO alert system and/or our 
e-mail alerts to help keep you informed of 
emergency communications.

Many residents have made application 
for permits to have emergency generators 
installed. Other residents choose 
to utilize more affordable portable 
generators. While portables are a good 
alternative, they do pose some safety 
issues if not operated properly and fueled 
safely. We encourage you to be proactive 
and take precautionary measures in 
anticipation of bad weather. Please 
exercise caution. 

In closing, have a wonderful holiday 
season. We look forward to seeing you at 
the tree lighting and other events. 

Jeff Seagraves, 
township manager

PLANNING COMMISSION
UPDATES
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Township Manager Letter

Subdivision and Land Development:

Crane Tract, Preliminary, 

Major Subdivision,  

105 Stoney Bank Rd.  

The plan proposes to subdivide 55 acres 

into 29 lots (23 lots to the east of Stoney 

Bank Rd. and 4 lots to the west of Stoney 

Bank Rd.), 27 being residential with 2 

serving as open space. Discussion began 

on May 8, 2013. The last discussion was 

held on March 12, 2014. Discussions will 

continue once revised plans are received.

Audi Dealership, 

Final Land Development Plan,  

1421 Wilmington Pike 

The plan proposes to demolish the existing 

improvements between Wawa and Mr. 

Mulch and build a 47,437 sq. ft. Audi 

dealership. The current plan proposes 

only inventory parking to be located in 

Thornbury Twp. and the building to be 

located in Chadds Ford Twp. Discussion 

began on June 11. At the August 13th 

meeting the members recommended 

approval of the plan with conditions.

Ordinances:

Revised Outdoor 

Dining Ordinance:  

At the June 11, 2014 Planning Commission 

meeting, the members recommended 

adoption to the Board of Supervisors of 

the Revised Outdoor Dining Ordinance, 

last revised April 17, 2014.

All residents are invited to attend 

meetings held on the 2nd Wednesday 

of the month at 7pm.

Fireworks ending the fun 
and entertaining Anniversary 

Celebration for Glen Mills 
Schools in September.

Join us at 
Thornbury 
Park on 
Saturday, 
December 6 
for our Annual 
Tree Lighting



Board Chairman Letter

July 18, 2014

• The contract between Thornbury 

Township and CMC Productions, for 

the 2014 Summer Arts & Recreation 

Camp, to be held at the Township 

Administration Facility was approved. 

September 3, 2014

• Resignation of Kate Grieco from the 

Environmental Advisory Council was 

accepted. Chairman Raith mentioned 

Kate’s contributions and  wished her well.

September 17, 2014

• The Board of Supervisors held a public 

hearing on for the adoption of Ordinance 

No. 2 of 2014 at Glen Mills Schools.

October 1, 2014

• Contributions to the Concordville Fire 

Department in the amount of $60,000, 

the Edgmont Fire Department in the 

amount of $34,000, and the Chester 

Heights Fire Department in the amount 

of $26,000, were approved. 

• Resignation of Peg Beckson from the 

Position of Code Department Secretary, 

effective immediately, was accepted. 

Chairman Raith mentioned her 

contributions and wished her well.

October 15, 2014

• The first payment Botella Construction 

& Excavation, for work completed on 

the Fox Lair / Highpoint Drive Sanitary 

Sewer Line was approved.

• Accepted the resignation of Danielle 

McNichol from her position on the 

Library Board, and appointed Jean 

MacKenzie to assume the position, 

effective immediately, was approved. 

• Approved the purchase of the property 

located at 90 Station Road, and authorizing 

the Township Manager to execute the 

Agreement of Sale, was approved. 

RECENT BOARD OF 
SUPERVISORS ACTIONS
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My fellow Supervisors and I would like to take this opportunity to share with you some 
information and comments. 

We are pleased to announce that 
the Township has purchased another 
property at 90 Station Road to add to 
our open space inventory. We have been 
committed to our preservation and will 
continue to be in the future. In 2007 
the Township did an inventory of our 
available open space and compiled 
a list with the assistance of the 
Brandywine Conservancy. We rated 
the properties and have been diligent 
in the acquisitions, this property was 
another that was ranked in the top 15. 
We thank the Grove family for working 
with us in this process, it is a 16 plus acre parcel with a Class 1 structure dating back to 
the 1740’s, the structure is the original log cabin Cheyney Tenant House. Thanks again to 
the family for wanting that property preserved and working with the Township. This was 
a great effort by our Township staff as well as our boards and commissions who recognize 
the importance of preservation.

Once again our annual Fall Festival was a great success! Thanks to all of our participants 
who made this a memorable year, many pumpkins were carved, scare crows made, and 
cider consumed. I would like to thank our Township staff and the Park and Rec Board for 
all of their hard work putting the event together.

If you have any interest is serving on one of our boards or commissions, please contact 
either myself, JP, Sheri, or a member of our staff with a letter of interest and also let us 
know what interests you may have. Our Township is blessed with great volunteers, not 
only the ones who serve on the boards and commissions, but the ones who help out at all 
of our events. Join our family of volunteers, it will be a rewarding experience.

Even though the winter is around the 
corner, we still have things happening 
around town. Please check our calendar 
of events, we look forward to seeing you 
there. In closing, have a nice winter, and 
we will see you around town!  

 Jim Raith, Chairman 
 board of supervisors 

Above: Abe Yoder 
donates his time and 
tractor at the Fall 
Festival. Thank you 
Abe! Left: Lily and 
Adam Funderburg are 
excited for the Parade.

Children help Mr. Burk make 
delicious cider at the Fall Festival.



w i n t e r  2 0 1 4  •  w w w . t h o r n b u r y . o r g

The sewer construction in Highpoint 
and Fox Lair is now complete and ready 
for those residents eager to tie-in to 
the new system. E/One pumps are the 
recommended grinder pumps for tie-ins. 
If you have already secured your pump or 
plan to, you may want to ask the vendor 
about any recommended service plans. 
While E/One advertises that their 
systems are maintenance free, it is 
important to understand that they are 
mechanical systems and issues can arise. 
With the winter months upon us, it will 
help to know your system and what to 
do in an emergency. 

Hopefully we won’t experience any power 
outages but if we do, please be sure to 

limit your water usage as much as possible. 
The tank has storage capacity and should 
be adequate for the short term because 
you are not using your appliances. When 
the power comes on again, the alarm may 
go off for a short time—this is normal 
because the water could be above the 
pump’s alarm level and the pump needs 
a few minutes to pump down the tank to 
a normal level. If the alarm does not turn 
off, call for service. 

The change in season is always a great 
time to perform maintenance and 
inspections of your sewer and septic 
systems. The fluctuating temperatures of 
winter can be particularly tough on these 
systems and having them maintained to 

prevent leaks, breaks and make sure 
safety features are operating can save a 
lot of headache for homeowners. Septic 
systems need to be monitored to ensure 
that they work properly throughout their 
service lives. When septic systems are 
properly maintained, they effectively 
reduce or eliminate most human health 
or environmental threats posed by 
pollutants in household wastewater. 
The Sewer Committee encourages any 
Township resident interested in bringing 
public sewers to their area to come out 
and attend the next scheduled Sewer 
Committee meeting. 

Adapted from National Small Flows 
Clearinghouse. Article from www.epa.gov.

Updates from the Sewer Committee
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Environmental Advisory Committee

Barrett Meadow Vision
Barrett Meadow is one of Thornbury 
Township’s open space resources located 
in the northern corner of the Township 
which was once part of the Patterson 
Tract (now Tall Trees). The Natural 
Lands Trust Stewardship describes the 
area as “a mosaic of wet meadow, marsh, 
and palustrine and terrestrial shrubland” 
and notes that “the wet meadow and 
shrubland plant communities within 
Barrett’s Meadow are uncommon and 
important habitat for wildlife (feeding and 
nesting habitat for declining grassland 
birds and small mammals, as well as 
nectar sources for numerous butterflies 
and other insects).”

The EAC, through its monthly volunteer trail 

maintenance efforts, is working on:

•	 developing a safe and enjoyable trail 
system for recreational hiking and bird 
watching

•	 preserving and enhancing natural 
habitat and plant community 

•	 protecting the water quality of the 
Chester Creek

Much of our recent work has 
been developing a perimeter 
loop trail that would make 
some of these unique assets 
more accessible to residents. 
This may eventually include 
an elevated log path through 
some of the wetlands and 
bridges over small runs. 
The trail is connected to 
the Township trail system 
including the Luckenbach and 
Patterson Woods trails.

The EAC has been working along the 
creek to provide stream bank erosion 
protection and improve the riparian 
buffer. Our planting efforts are currently 
on hold as we evaluate the PennDOT 
plans to take some of the area for a Route 
322 Wetland Mitigation project. 

Our goal is 
to establish 
a proper 
parking area 
that will make 
visiting the 
meadow more 
convenient 

and safe with an attractively 
(native) landscaped entrance 
and parking area at the 
Creek and Tanguy Road 
intersection. We also envision 
picnic areas near some of the 
major tree groves. 
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Parks & Recreation Events
ABOUT OUR PARKS:
LOCATIONS AND FEATURES

Thornbury Township boasts five 
public parks. We invite you to enjoy!

Barrett's Meadow
30 acres at Creek & Tanguy Rds 

Walk the trail and enjoy 
the naturally occurring 
wild flowers in the 
spring and summer.

Bonner Park
65 acres on Blossom Hill Road

Visit the historic Frazier 
Ruins and an old, 
unused quarry. Enjoy 
plenty of good hiking.

Martin Park
45 acres on Stony Bank Road

Home to our Annual 
Fishing Derby. Enjoy 
plenty of walking, 
picnicking and fishing.

Palmer Arboretum
21 acres on Brinton Lake Road

Climb on the giant 
adirondack chairs, play 
hopscotch, walk trails 
and enjoy a picnic.

Thornbury Park
56 acres at Glen Mills & Thornton Roads

Home to many of 
our Township events. 
Enjoy scenic walking 
and running paths, 
basketball and tennis 
courts, playground 
equipment, the pavilion 
and much more. 

5p a g e

Tuesday, December 2, 2014
Holiday Wreath Decorating 
Advice from experienced wreath creators 
and all the supplies will be provided. Sign 
up online is available.
Place Township Meeting Room

Time 7:00pm

Cost $10.00

Saturday, December 6, 2014
Annual Tree Lighting
Warm your holiday spirit with your 
friends and neighbors as we celebrate the 
season with an outdoor fire, hot chocolate 
and cookies. Santa will be there to visit 
with the children! Keep your fingers 
crossed that ‘Mother Nature’ cooperates!
Place Thornbury Park

Time 5:00pm

Saturday, December 13, 2014
Thornbury Holiday Express
All aboard for holiday fun! Tickets must 
be purchased in advance at the Township 
building. Tickets go on sale November 
17, 2014. There is a six ticket maximum 
and you must be a resident to purchase. 
Place Cheyney Train Station on Station Road

Time 8:45am – train departs at 9am sharp

Cost $5.00 per ticket

Monday, December 15, 2014
Senior Holiday Lunch
Bring a friend from the Township and 
a $5.00 gift for a gift trade game!
Place Township Meeting Room

Time 12:00pm

Photos of the 2014 Fishing 
Derby by Dave Milowicki. 

First place winner, at upper 
left, was Jake DeMarco. Lauren 

Czymek, at right, and Ryan 
Czymek, at left, won second 
and third prize respectively. 
Pictured at top right is our 
Township Manager, Jeffrey 

Seagraves, measuring a fish.

Comments or questions:
Contact Susan Daudert 

at 610-399-8383 x101 or 

susan@thornbury.org.
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Dance Party,” and “School’s Out, 
Now What?” Bibliobop will be held 
on November 20 and December 18 
at 10:30am, and “School’s Out, Now 
What?” will take place on November 
25 and December 29. Drop in to the 
library between 10:30am and noon for 
a craft!

•	 Kids two and up who won’t be staying 
up until midnight can come ring in the 
new year in style with us on December 
30 at 11am for our own New Year’s 
Rockin’ Eve! Sign up at the library 
December 1.

•	 As always, our story times continue 
to run throughout the winter months. 
We will also host “Dance Me A Story” 
November 24 and December 15 at 
10:15am, and Lego Club November  
21 and December 19 at 3:30pm.  
Check out the library’s website 
(kohllibrary.org) or like us on Facebook 
for the most up-to-date schedule of 
programs, storytimes, library events, 
and closings due to weather.

Programs for Seniors
•	 Aprise Counseling will be joining us 

on December 4 for Medicare Part D 
Counseling, call to register for this 
exclusive one-on-one service. 

•	 Action Potential continues to hold 
monthly programs, with topics such  
as Preparing for Joint Replacement  
and Balance Screenings. Join us 
December 5!

Other Programs
•	 Our Afternoon and Evening Book 

Clubs continue to meet on the 
third Wednesday of each month. An 
upcoming feature book will be The 
Beekeeper’s Apprentice. Stop by the 
library to pick up your copy today.

We are happy to 
welcome our new 

director, Amy Abella to the Rachel Kohl 
family. We encourage everyone to come 
by the library to say hello! 

The Library will be closing early, at 3pm, 
on November 26 and December 31. The 
library will also be closed November 
27 and 28, December 24 and 25, and 
January 1 for the holidays. Materials can 
still be returned to the outside bins on 
these days!

Library Events
•	 Our annual Winter Wonderland will 

take place on December 7th. Join us 
for the Tree Lighting Ceremony, with 
crafts and activities taking place in the 
Community Room. The library will 
hold a pajama drive for a chance to 
light the tree! Donate new PJs at the 
library through the end of the year. 
More information to follow, check  
our website!

Children’s Programs
•	 The Rachel Kohl Library will be 

hosting some exciting new programs 
this season, such as our “Bibliobop 

News from Rachel Kohl Library
WINTER PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST

On your walk ways:
Will your home welcome 

winter visitors safely?

• Snow shovel

• De-icing compound

• Waterproof floor mats

• Cut back your vegetation so that  

snow plows and emergency vehicles  

can get through.

In the House:
Household emergency 

supplies should include 

enough food, water and supplies to last 

four days without power or help. Check 

your home emergency kit against this 

basic checklist.

• Food that doesn’t require heating or 

refrigeration, such as canned meats, 

soups and stews, cereal, and energy bars

• Manual can opener

• Paper plates, cups and plastic utensils

• 1 gallon of water per person per day 

(allow enough for four days)

• Flashlights and batteries

• Battery-powered radio

• Battery-powered clock

• Cellular phone

• First-aid kit

• Four-day supply of 

prescription medicines

• Pet food and  

additional water for 

household pets

• Heating fuel and/ 

or dry wood

• Keep up with the 

laundry so that you  

will have clean clothes.



Every time we 
uncover another 
bit of our past my 
curiosity continues to 
deepen. Part of the 
deep commitment to 
educate our residents 
of the past is our 
Oral History Program. Sections of that 
program have been available for view on 
the Township website for many months. 
Please see the Preview on the web 
today. Well worth a look to gain a better 
perspective of our goals as we continue 
to build on this endeavor. DVD’s will be 
available as the program expands.

Remembering Winter 1777/1778 
Within days of their arrival at Valley 
Forge, Continental Army soldiers began 
building their huts. Between December 
21 and January 20, hut construction was 
a top priority. Approximately 2,000 huts 
were built based on Washington’s own 
specific plan. Fourteen by sixteen each, 
sides, ends and roofs made of logs, no 
windows, one door, side walls to be six 
and a half feet high. One hut to every 
twelve non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers. (From: NPS.gov)

Speaking of Windows
A little history 
Window glass was 
not manufactured 
in America until the 
late 1700’s and few 
colonists could afford 
the luxury of glass 

panes. When it was first imported around 
1720, the rectangular-paned double-hung 
windows was actually “single hung.” Its 
upper sash was fixed. The moveable lower 
sash was propped up with a notched stick 
or wooden pegs inserted into holes drilled 
in the jambs.

The true double-hung window, with 
moveable upper sashes, showed up 
around 1750 (Yellow House was built 
Circa 1750) about the same time as the 
pulley and counterweight balance system 
for raising and lowering them. The first 
American glassworks opened in Boston in 
the 1770’s and was soon producing glass 
claimed to be the equal of, if not superior 
to, the best English glass. In early 1800, 
the center of American window-glass 
manufacture shifted to Pittsburgh, where 
both coal and sand were plentiful. 
From Renovating Old Houses by George Nash

“When the well is dry, we will know the worth of water” – Ben Franklin
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Historical Commission Letter
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Winter 1777/1778 at Valley Forge

WINTER PREPARATION 
CHECKLIST

In the Car:
Check your vehicle and to 

ensure road safety.

• Check antifreeze

• Check and replace older batteries

• Remember to keep the gas tank near full 

to avoid freezing water in the fuel line

• Check tires and spare tire for proper 

inflation

• Do NOT park cars on the street

• Bag of sand, road salt or non-clumping 

cat litter. The bag’s extra weight means 

better traction, and the contents can be 

spread under slipping tires

• Ice scraper

• Jumper cables

• Small shovel (to dig snow away from 

wheels, or scatter sand on roadway)

• Tire chains (every driver should practice 

putting them on)

• Flares or reflective triangle to warn 

other motorists if you break down

• Blanket

• Flashlight and batteries

• Gallon jug of drinking water

• First aid kit

Recycle your Christmas Tree
January 2 – 7, 2015
Free tree drop off at Wedgwood Gardens

1890 N. Middletown Rd, Glen Mills, PA 19342



Board of Supervisors Mtg ...........................12|3

Holiday Wreath Class ..................................  12|2

Holiday Tree Lighting ...................................12|6

Planning Commission ............................... 12|10

Holiday Express .......................................... 12|13

Senior Holiday Lunch .................................12|15

12|24|14-1|02|15: Winter Break

Congratulations to the following 

Rustin Students! National Merit and 

National Achievement Scholars:

Bryce Eller

Devin Doorn

David Wong

Madeleine Bordley

Akweley Okine

Supervisors Mtg. ............................................. 2|4

Planning Commission ..................................2|11

Valentine’s Day ..............................................2|14

President’s Day – Twp. Offices Closed ..........2|16

Historical Commission .................................2|17

EAC Mtg ...........................................................2|19

Board of Supervisors Mtg ...........................2|18

Park and Recreation Mtg .............................2|24

Sewer Committee .........................................2|26

New Year’s Day – Twp. Offices Closed ............ 1|1

Tree Drop Off Begins ....................................... 1|2

Supervisors and Re-Org Mtg ........................ 1|5

Tree Drop Off Ends .......................................... 1|7

Planning Commission ..................................1|14

EAC Mtg ...........................................................1|15

Historical Committee ................................ 12|16

EAC.Mtg. ....................................................... 12|18

Christmas Eve – Twp. Offices Closed ...... 12|24

Christmas Day – Twp. Offices Closed ........12|25

New Year’s Eve .............................................12|31

Martin Luther King Day ...............................1|19

Twp. Office Closed ..........................................1|19

Historical Commission .................................1|20

Board of Supervisors Mtg ...........................1|21

Sewer Committee .........................................1|22

Park and Recreation Mtg .............................1|27

PRESORTED STANDARD

US POSTAGE PAID

SOUTHEASTERN PA 19399

PERMIT #50

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

Thornbury Township

6 Township Drive

Cheyney, PA 19319

©
2

0
14

 R
E

IN
O

’S
 D

E
S

IG
N

 P
R

IN
T

 M
A

IL
 | 

R
E

IN
O

S
.N

E
T

Rustin High School

STAFF & OFFICIALS

Township Manager

Jeffrey T. Seagraves: 

610.399.8383 x104

Licenses & Inspection

Peg Beckson: 610.399.8383 x103

Public Works

Lindsey Price: 610.399.8372 x106

Tax Collector

Willard McMullin: 610.459.8475

West Chester Area School District

484.266.1000

District Justice 

Richard Cappelli: 610.558.3605

PA State Police 484.840.1000

PA Senator – 26th District

Edwin Erickson: 610.853.4100

PA Rep – 168th District

Thomas H. Killion: 610.325.1541

US Rep – 7th District

Pat Meehan: 202.225.2011

US Senators

Patrick Toomey: 202.224.4254

Robert Casey, Jr.: 202.224.6324

BOARD MEETINGS

Board of Supervisors

1st & 3rd Wednesdays: 7:00pm

James Raith, Chairman

James Kelly, Vice Chairman

Sheri Perkins, Supervisor

Zoning Hearing Board

1st Monday (if needed): 7:00pm

Environmental Advisory Council

3rd Thursday: 7:00pm

Park & Recreation Board

4th Tuesday: 7:00pm

Historical Commission

3rd Tuesday: 7:00pm 

Planning Commission

2nd Wednesday: 7:00pm

Sewer Committee

4th Thursday: 7:00pm

CONTACT 
6 Township Drive, Cheyney, PA 19319

tel 610.399.8383 fax 610-399-3162

www.thornbury.org

Mon through Fri, 8:30am – 4:30pm
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