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CHAPTER  4  COMMUNITY  FACILITIES  AND  SERVICES 
 
 
Municipalities such as Thornbury Township have many responsibilities and 
among the most important is the provision of facilities and services to meet the 
needs of its residents.  In general, the need is proportional to the population of 
residents and businesses, increasing as growth occurs.  There are remaining 
areas of the Township which have development potential, and, therefore, there 
will be increasing demands placed upon the facilities and services.  An analysis 
of the current status is necessary in order to assess how the Township has 
served its residents.  Some facilities and services are common enough to be 
expected as a matter of course.  An example would be the provision and 
operation of public parks.  Other facilities might be unique to a given population.  
Still others are provided by the private sector, usually on a commercial basis. 
Some facilities and services may be unique enough that they are provided by 
sources beyond the Township, such as regional parks or health care. All of 
these options make up the array of facilities and services available to the 
population.   
 
The purpose of this chapter is to assess the extent of the community’s facilities 
and services and relate them to accepted standards and the local need.  
Among the facilities and services to be discussed are parks and recreation, 
public education, police, fire, emergency, public water supply and sanitary 
sewer systems.  In addition, local programs addressing such areas as libraries 
and historic preservation will be discussed.  The Township also provides a 
recycling service to its residents.  All of these services require funding to 
provide and there are a variety of ways to accomplish same.  In many cases, 
revenues such as taxes, make up the funding source.  More detail will be 
provided on this subject in the Financial Management chapter of this Plan.  But, 
it is important to recognize that the municipality has an obligation to provide 
services in exchange for the ability to levy taxes. 
 
 
Open Space and Recreation Study, 1996 
 
As part of the Township’s commitment to maintain its rural character, an Open 
Space and Recreation Study was prepared in 1996.  This occurred recently 
enough for much of its information to remain relevant to this Comprehensive 
Plan.  Many of the community facilities and services enumerated above fall 
under the heading of recreation, whether they are oriented toward active 
recreation or public education programs and activities.  For that reason it is 
recommended that the Study be considered a part of this Plan.  It will be 
summarized in this chapter where relevant.  
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The 1996 Study reiterated the Goals and Objectives from the 1994 
Comprehensive Plan, as many of them are related to open space preservation 
issues.  Specific to that subject the following were included: 
 

Goal:  Provide for the preservation of visual open space with both 
woodlands and open fields and ensure adequate active recreation 
facilities through the development of a community facility.  Open 
space preservation is a municipal and individual responsibility. 

 
Objectives: 

• An attempt should be made to encourage the use of open space 
through the use of cluster zoning or other developmental methods 
that include open space. 

• Promote the attractiveness of new residential development and the 
maintenance of existing neighborhoods with an active street tree 
planting program. 

• Encourage the preservation of stream corridors and wetlands/open 
space areas within the Township as pedestrian and bicycle links 
between villages, municipal facilities and park lands. 

• Promote the expansion of existing open space in the Township by 
linking them together into a connected network through the planning 
approval process, private donations, public funds, or conservancies. 

 
The above objectives represent ideals of open space planning that target the 
use of zoning regulations to encourage cluster development and, therefore, 
preserve open space.  The linkage of open space areas is a way to not only 
increase and enhance the individual parts of a system, but also to address the 
issue of circulation and mobility.  Linear open spaces serve well as off-road 
trails that can be connected to various destinations, such as schools, shopping, 
cultural facilities and even employment centers.  The objective of a street tree 
program is beneficial aesthetically to a community and should be encouraged 
through the Township’s Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision and Land 
Development Regulations. 
 
 
Recreation Facilities 
 
There are currently 664.13 acres of land within the Township devoted to open 
space in various forms of ownership, made up of the parcels in the following 
table: 
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Table 4.1 
 

Open Space Inventory 
 
Type  Name   Acreage          Use 
 
Municipal  Thornbury Park 41.00           Active Rec. 
Municipal  419 Thornton    4.50           Thornbury Park 
Municipal  Lovelee Lane   6.87           Conservation 
Municipal  Martin Park  41.00           Passive Rec. 
Municipal  Creek Valley Land   27.41           Conservation 
Municipal  Bonner Park  60.09           Passive Rec. 
Municipal  Palmer Park  14.35           Passive Rec. 
Municipal  713 Cheyney    7.47           Passive Rec. 
Municipal  16 Derry Dr.    2.0           Passive Rec. 
County  Camp Sunshine 24.21           Summer Camp 
Homeowners Tanguy Dev’t. 18.30           Private O/S 
Homeowners Thornbury Hunt 82.9           Private O/S 
Homeowners Cobblestones 50.0           Private O/S 
Club  New Brinton Lake 24.28           Passive Rec. 
Institutional Glen Mills G.C.       235.0           Golf Course 
Homeowners Concord Chase 24.75           Private O/S 
             ______ 
              664.13 ac. 
 
Source:  Open Space and Recreation Study, 1996, and updated Township records. 
 
 

Of the parcels of open space located within the Township boundaries, there are 
eight (8) municipally-owned parks or open space areas that total 204.69 acres.  
Only one of these, Thornbury Park, is developed with active recreation facilities.  
The County operated site known as Camp Sunshine has limited use and the 
New Brinton Lake Club has restricted use.  The three parcels of private open 
space associated with residential developments are included because of their 
value as visual open space.  The Glen Mills School operates a golf course it 
has constructed on 235 acres of its land.  This course is used for training 
purposes in golf course management skills but is open for play by the general 
public.  In addition, there are two golf courses which are partially located within 
the Township, also providing limited value as open space.  They are the Penn 
Oaks Golf Club (32 ac.) and the Concord Country Club (5.0 ac.).   Taken as a 
whole, the 664.13 acres of open space, with various purposes, is a significant 
resource for the Township and is well distributed geographically.  
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There are parcels of land within the Township that may become open space in 
the future.  Some will be the product of open space dedications (either public or 
private) and others may be purchased by the Township.  The following Table is 
a summary of those that are known at this time: 
 

Table 4.2 
 

Developments 
Potential Open Space 

 
Locksley Crossing 

Hawthorn 
Cherry Tract 

Patterson Tract 
Greenbrier at Thornbury 

 
  Source:  Township Records, March 2003 

 
The 1996 Open Space Plan recognized that only one of the Township’s parks is 
developed as an active recreation area.  Thornbury Park has been developed 
with diverse recreational activity areas for Township residents, including the 
following: 
 

• Roller hockey rink 
• Tennis Courts – two 
• Basketball court 
• Tot Lot 
• Baseball diamond 
• Multi-Use athletic field 
• Half Mile Trail 
• Pavilion 
• Comfort Station 

 
Thornbury Park is located at the northeast corner of Glen Mills Road and 
Thornton Road, central to most parts of the Township.  One of the key elements 
of the Open Space Study was a recommendation that a trail network be 
established that would connect Thornbury Park to the other parks and housing 
areas of the Township.  A mapped route was proposed that incorporated 
several existing trails.  The balance of the network, which is the major part, 
would be made up of low traffic streets, utility rights-of-way, stream courses, 
railroad rights-of-way and the use of private lands by agreement.   Figure 4.1 
geographically describes the range of public and private open space lands and 
Township parks. 
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Recreation Standards 
 
National and regional parks and recreation organizations have formulated 
standards for the amount of public parkland a given area requires and the 
numbers and types of facilities on those parks.  These standards are generally 
based upon the population to be served and can be projected forward to future 
populations. The Open Space Study cited standards of the National Recreation 
and Park Association (NRPA).  Using the amount of parkland currently owned 
by the Township and both current and projected populations, there is sufficient 
parkland by a factor of two or three times.  This only addresses the acreage 
needs of a community.  The distribution geographically and facilities in place 
are also factors to be considered, although they can be somewhat subjective.  
Service areas are typically used to define the area that may be properly served 
by a given size and type of park.  The Open Space Study provided little detail 
on this factor, but it can be assumed that the distribution of the larger parks 
meets the needs for community parks.  If there is a deficiency, it lies with the 
lack of neighborhood parks, which are usually accessed by walking. 
 
Facilities within parks are determined by a municipality based upon the 
expressed interests and needs of a population to be served.  There are NRPA 
standards for virtually every form of recreation, both active and passive.  For 
instance, a standard exists for the population that can be served by one softball 
field, as well as the size of the parking area required.  While it is not expected 
that all facilities be provided in a park system, a municipality will survey the 
interests of a community, usually in a park master planning process.   Even 
when a plan is determined, the needs of a community change over time, 
sometimes necessitating the redevelopment of parkland.  A subjective factor in 
Thornbury Township is the pattern of large lot residential development, which 
has the potential to diminish the need for some park activities.         
 
 
Parkland Expansion 
 
The Open Space Study recommended several acquisitions that would enhance 
existing parkland.  These are as follows: 
 

• Parcels 20 and 34 Westtown Road.  These are two large parcels which 
are adjacent to Palmer Park and would enlarge it from 11.4 acres to 48 
acres.  Acquisition would allow for access to the park from Westtown 
Road and establish a link to an existing pedestrian trail through the 
Thornbury Hunt development. 
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• Parcel 16 Derry Drive.  This is a small parcel at the north end of 
Thornbury Park would allow for the connection of a trail network through  

 the park to Derry Drive.  It is currently owned by the Township. 
 
• Parcels 132 and 142 Creek Road.  This scenic area along Chester Creek 

is not only significant visually, its acquisition would preserve its 
woodlands and streambed from potential development.  These parcels 
are adjacent to Bonner Park and would be a part of a linear park system 
along the creek. 

 
Thornbury Township has a reasonably diversified inventory of public open 
space, accessible to most areas.  As the remaining tracts in the Township 
become subject to development, efforts need to be made to require dedicated 
open space which is coordinated with the existing network.  As noted earlier, 
only Thornbury Park has been developed with active recreation facilities.  It is 
reasonable to centralize such facilities, but the Township may wish to consider 
the provision of local scale facilities at the outlying parks.  These parks 
shouldn’t compete with Thornbury Park, but it may be appropriate to improve 
them with tot lots, benches or limited court game facilities designed to serve the 
local community.  Decisions on these matters should be made by officials 
consulting with the community.  If a community is satisfied with passive, natural 
parkland with few if any active recreation facilities, that is probably its best use. 
 
 
Water Service 
 
The Chester Water Authority provides public water service to Thornbury 
Township, which is in the Chadds Ford / Concord booster district that serves all 
three townships.  Portions of the Township are served, such as areas near 
Brinton Lake Road, Glen Mills Road and Cheyney Road.  The Cherry Creek 
development, which is currently being developed, will also be served by the 
Authority.  The main supply line is twelve (12”) inches and runs along Cheyney 
Road to Cheyney University.  The lines along Brinton Lake Road and Glen Mills 
Road are eight (8”) inches and loop back to the main system in Concord 
Township. Maintenance, replacement and extension of the system is the 
responsibility of the Chester Water Authority.  Extensions to new developments 
can be undertaken by developers, which then become part of the Authority’s 
system.   
 
There are also some areas of the Township that have water service provided by 
the Philadelphia Suburban Water Company.  These are or will be the Ridley, 
Hawthorne and Patterson Tract subdivisions.  Areas not served by public water 
are dependent upon on-site wells.  This accounts for a large portion of the 
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Township which has been developed with lots large enough to accommodate 
both a well and on-site septic system.  The separation of wells and septic 
systems, both on the same lot and from adjacent lots, is critical to maintaining 
uncontaminated well water.  Minimum separation distances are mandated by 
Title 25, Chapter 73 of Pennsylvania Code. 
 
 
Sanitary Sewer 
 
The use of sanitary sewer systems in the Township is primarily for non-
residential or group housing.  The majority of the developed area is unsewered 
and, therefore, served by on-site disposal systems.  The sanitary sewer 
systems that do exist serve the Township’s three primary institutions (Cheyney 
University, Glen Mills School, and the Delaware County Prison) and Thornbury 
Hunt residential subdivision.  The Prison is to be served by the Concord 
Township Sewer Authority.  The following table describes the distribution of 
service between the Thornbury Hunt Sewer Treatment system and the Concord 
Township Sewer Authority: 
 

Table 4.3 
 

Sewer Distribution 
 
 Thornbury Hunt Sewer Treatment: Locksley  
       Patterson 
       Cobblestones 
       Hawthorne 
       Greenbrier 
     
 Concord Township Sewer Authority: Cherry Farm 
       Concord Chase 
  Source:  Township records 
 
The Act 537 Plan completed in 2000 provides information on the current 
capacities of treatment plants in the Township. The following table summarizes 
the capacities and use rates of the systems: 
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Table 4.4 
 

Sanitary Sewer Systems 
 

Treatment Facility  Max. Flow Capacity (gpd)     Average Flow (gpd) 

Cheyney University  270,000  gpd           115,000  gpd 
Glen Mills School  150,000  gpd             70,000  gpd 
Thornbury Hunt  120,000  gpd             49,000  gpd 
  
 Source:  Thornbury Township Act 537 Plan, 2000. 
 Note:  gpd = gallons per day  
 
The operation of these plants varies, with the two institutions operating their 
own facilities in accordance with Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection regulations.  The Thornbury Hunt facility was built to serve houses 
within the development and is currently under the management of Thornbury 
Township.  That particular plant was designed for potential expansion capacity 
to 240,000 gpd., creating the opportunity for additional service areas to be 
added to it in the future.  The Concord Township Sewer Authority facility 
provides service to the development of the Cherry Farm, Concord Chase and 
26 connections in the vicinity of Judith Lane.   
 
The issue of on-site treatment, as it occurs in most of the residential areas, is 
one which the Township has addressed in the past and will need to further 
consider in the future.  On-site systems can be very effective ways to treat 
sewage, when they are maintained properly.  Failure to properly maintain them 
can lead to hazardous conditions on the lot and contamination of underlying 
aquifers.  This is obviously a condition that needs to be avoided, due to the 
dependence on on-site wells for a significant portion of the Township’s domestic 
water.  The Township has, in the past, considered the possibility of requiring 
periodic pumping and inspections of on-site systems.  The geographic 
relationship between on-site sewage facilities and on-site water wells is critical 
to the proper functioning of both.  The distance between the two is regulated by 
the State and the establishment of an on-site sewage system is further 
regulated by the need to satisfactorily pass a percolation test and a soils 
evaluation test.  At the time of property transfer, such tests are required by 
Township ordinance and State code to ensure that the soils in the vicinity of the 
system are suitable for filtering effluent.   
 
Thornbury Township has provided its residents with an extensive amount of 
information about on-site sewage systems on its web site, www.thornbury.org.  
Included are facts about operation, pumping frequency and general 
maintenance.  There is a method for a property owner to estimate the pumping 
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frequency based upon the individual use patterns of a household.  Links to 
other authoritative sources can also be found.  This information should also be 
made available to residents who may not have access to a computer and the 
World Wide Web. 
 
Solutions available for the correction of failing sewage systems are several.  
Mandatory pumping standards for septic tanks can prevent overflowing 
conditions on the surface.  Replacement of the entire system with a design of 
greater efficiency and safety is possible for systems that have existed for many 
years.  The preferred solution in many developed municipalities is to attempt to 
provide connections from areas with older on-site systems to community or 
regional treatment plants.  Issues involved with this approach are the cost of 
making such a connection for the owners, neighbors and the municipality, the 
ability to engineer a connecting system, changes to the groundwater recharge 
pattern and the existence of capacity in the plant.  The benefit of the preferred 
connection solution is that the operation of the plant can be more closely 
monitored and regulated than scattered individual systems.  
 
Thornbury Township has recently completed an Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan, 
which analyzes the current sewage infrastructure, Township needs and 
improvement projections.  Recommendations made by the Act 537 Plan will 
need to be evaluated by the Township as they relate to growth management 
issues.  
 
 
Schools 
 
The public education needs of Thornbury Township are served by the West 
Chester Area School District.  There are no public schools located in the 
Township, requiring students to be bussed beyond its boundaries. There are 
two private schools operating locally; Thornbury Preschool and the Malvern 
School for infants through kindergarten.  
  
 
Libraries 
 
There are no public libraries located in the Township, however, an annual 
donation is given to the Rachel Kohl Public Library in Concord Township, in 
exchange for access for Thornbury Township residents.  This is located at 
Smith Bridge Road, west of Conchester Road (Route 322).  Thornbury 
Township appoints one board member to serve on the library’s governing 
board.   Additional resources are available at Cheyney University, near the 
Township Building, where availability of its library has been offered to Township 
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residents.  Additionally, Chester County Library System makes its facilities 
available to all residents of the West Chester School District. 
 
 
Public Safety                 
 
The Township does not have its own police force, but relies upon the 
Pennsylvania State Police for all public safety services.  The nearest State 
Police barracks is located at Franklin Center in Lima, Delaware County.   
 
 
Fire Protection     
 
As with police services, the Township has no local fire companies located within 
its borders.  There are, however, three volunteer companies that provide 
coverage according to service area jurisdictions.  Concordville Fire and 
Protective Association is located to the south on Route 1, near Conchester 
Road (Route 322).  Edgmont Township Station 64 is to the north, on 
Middletown Road (Route 352) in Gradyville.  A third regional station is located 
in Chester Heights on Valley Brook Road at Smith Bridge Road.  Emergency 
medical services and transport are provided by Concordville Fire and Protective 
Association.  Additional ambulance service is provided by Riddle Hospital.   
 
 
Medical Services 
 
Residents of the Township are served by a variety of medical services.  These 
include Chester County Hospital located in West Chester, Riddle Memorial 
Hospital located on Route 1 between Routes 352 and 452, Paoli Memorial 
Hospital near Malvern and the Chester Crozier Medical Center located on I-95 
in Upland Borough.  Within a reasonable distance there are also many hospitals 
in the City of Philadelphia.   
 
 
Institutions 
 
There are several institutions within Thornbury Township that are not 
necessarily community facilities, but, because of their locations, do have 
varying degrees of impact upon the community.  Each of them occupy 
significant land area and exist primarily for the accommodation of persons from 
outside the Township. 
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Cheyney University is an institution of higher education and part of the 
Pennsylvania State University system.  Located  in the north-central sector of 
the Township, it occupies 275 acres, which lie in both Thornbury Townships, 
Chester County and Delaware  County.  Originally founded in 1837 and located 
in Philadelphia for African-American youth, it moved to the George Cheyney 
farm in 1902.  Today, there are about 600 students enrolled in many degree 
programs and housed at the campus.  The facilities include academic buildings, 
dormitories, athletic buildings, fields and a stadium.  Besides the availability of 
its library for Township residents, various cultural and athletic events occur 
during the academic year. 
 
The Delaware County Prison, located on Cheyney Road at Springlawn Road, 
straddles the border between Thornbury and Concord Townships.  The prison 
facilities themselves are mostly located in Concord Township, while many of the 
facility’s fields, open space and a D.U.I. center are in Thornbury Township.  
This correctional facility provides little community benefit, other than large areas 
of open space and agriculture.  However, it does coordinate with the Township 
on security issues.  For instance, there is a notification system for Township 
residents in the event of a security breach.  
 
The Glen Mills Schools is an 800 acre facility located on Glen Mills Road, west 
of the village of Glen Mills.  This is a private residential rehabilitative institution.  
Unique to this facility is an 18 hole golf course that is operated and maintained 
by students at the School as training in golf course and turf management skills.  
The course is open to the public.  Other development of the site includes area 
for single family houses for staff of the institution. 
 
 
Summary 
 
Thornbury Township is primarily a residential community.  The community 
facilities and services tend to support that pattern.  While some of the needed 
facilities and services are not located within Township boundaries, there are 
facilities like schools, libraries, police and fire protection located regionally so as 
to be within reasonable distances.  Parks and recreation needs are met by a 
well distributed network of Township parks, with its centralized core being the 
well planned and developed Thornbury Park.  Water and sewer service is 
primarily provided by the individual lot owner and is on-site.  Major institutions 
within the Township have built sewage treatment facilities for their own needs.                                


