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MINUTES  
Thornbury Township Sewer Committee Meeting 

Thursday, January 27, 2011 
 

The Thornbury Township Sewer Committee held a public meeting on Thursday, 
January 27, 2011 at the Township Administration Building, 6 Township Drive, 
Cheyney, Pennsylvania.  Chairman Morley called the meeting to order.  

 
PRESENT:   
 
 

George Morley, Chairman                  Jack Howley                 
Ted Jacquet, Vice-Chairman            
                       

     
  

 
ABSENT: 

    
ABSENT:  Jim O’Brien  
  Brian MacEwen                   
   
  
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC: 3 
 

Chairman Morley reviewed the Agenda, as follows: 
 

   AGENDA 
 

1. REORGANIZATION 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
3.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES - October 28, 2010   
4.   OLD BUSINESS      

a. Brinton Colony/Fox Lair Sewer Plan 
5.   NEW BUSINESS 

a.   Highpoint Drive – email from Richard Haden 
b.   CTSA Rules & Regulations 
c.   Township Manager’s Report    

6.   NEXT MEETING – Thurs., February 24, 2011 
7.   ADJOURNMENT 

 
1. REORGANIZATION  On a motion by Mr. Morley and seconded by Mr. 

Howley, all members present voted “aye” to nominate Ted Jacquet as 
Chairman of the Sewer Committee for 2011.  Mr. Jacquet abstained.   

 
On a motion by Mr. Howley and seconded by Mr. Jacquet, all members 
present voted “aye” to nominate George Morley as Vice-Chairman of the 
Sewer Committee for 2011.  Mr. Morley abstained.   

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT:  There were no comments from the public. 
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3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – October 28, 2010:  On a motion by Mr. Morley 

and seconded by Mr. Howley, all members present voted “aye” to approve 
the October 28, 2010 minutes, as presented.  Mr. MacEwen and Mr. O”Brien 
were absent.  

      
4.  OLD BUSINESS:  

a.  Brinton Colony/Fox Lair Sewer Plan:  Mrs. Zitarelli stated that the 
survey letter was under Mr. Morley’s name and sent to 57 homes.  16 
homes were in favor and 9 were opposed.  Mr. Morley felt there were 
more than 57 homes in this area.  Mr. Morley noted that according to the 
survey results, most of the people on Highpoint Dr. were not interested in 
public sewers.  From the top of Carter Rd. down to the cul-de-sac could 
be gravity and from the other end to Brinton Lake Rd. part would be 
gravity but not to the line on Lake Dr., the line to Mill Creek.  Therefore, 
Carter Rd would be split.  With gravity costs so high, those interested in 
gravity may not be.  Mr. Morley noted the difficulty in advising residents 
which way to go without the benefit of a cost analysis of low-pressure vs. 
gravity.  Mr. Scarth stated the Township will decide as to which way to 
go.  There was a consensus for Mr. Morley to ask the Board of 
Supervisors to direct Pennoni for a feasibility study based on general 
topographic information for a conceptual low-pressure and gravity design.  
Mr. Scarth estimated the cost of the study at about $5,000, but would get 
a firm figure. 
 

5.  NEW BUSINESS: 
a.  Highpoint Drive – email from Richard Haden 
 Present:   Justin Scarth, Twp. Sewer Engineer 
   Richard Haden 14 Highpoint Dr. 
   Tony Cotton, 18 Highpoint Dr. 
 

Mr. Haden stated that his 1/20/11 email was concerning the interest from 
some Highpoint residents to tie-in the cul-de-sac end of Highpoint Drive 
to the Cherry Creek line via gravity.  Mr. Cotton noted that his wife 
recently passed away and he plans on putting his home up for sale 
sometime this spring and sought information on the possibility of gravity 
public sewer for Highpoint Dr.  Mr. Cotton presented a plot plan which 
was given to him 6 years ago by a neighbor showing the Cherry Creek 
line in the back and a line coming up from the Cherry Creek line through 
#18 up to the cul-de-sac.  Mr. Morley explained that the plot plan was just 
a proposal and that none of it exists.  Mr. Morley stated that there is only 
a 4” stub going to Dan Filetti’s lot on Fox Lair, so you couldn’t tie in.  Mr. 
Scarth stated that there may be a stub for Mr. Cotton’s property, but 
would only be for your property, or Mr. Cotton may want to tie into the 
manhole if there was an extension.  Mr. Morley stated that if a 4” stub 
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was provided, it would not be able to handle more than 1 home.  Mr. 
Jacquet noted that a low-pressure line was available.  Mr. Scarth noted 
that a topographic survey would first be needed, but suggested to come 
down the back of 3 certain lots which could serve 4 with gravity and then 
come up if an easement was obtained, then everyone could have gravity.  
However, based on last year’s quotes, the low pressure quote came in at 
about $50/ft. and the gravity came in at about $150/ft.  Mr. Morley stated 
that the grade is a concern.  Mr. Morley noted that the Township 
negotiated a price of $2,800 for a standard pump for the current sewer 
district and does not know how long that price is good for.  You will have 
to get an installation price from your contractor, which varies from $4,000 
to $7,000.  Mr. Scarth stated that the low pressure lateral connection cost 
(about $10,000.), consisting of a purchasing a pump with a low pressure 
line, will be about the same as the gravity line from your house to the 
curb.  Mr. Jacquet stated that the price could be higher depending on the 
length of the line.  Mr. Morley also noted public sewer service costs 
$130.00 a quarter and a $3,300 (up from $2,600) tap-in fee.  Mr. Scarth 
stated that the gravity line works to about $100,000, based on the 
distance and the unit price we got, and it would cover only 3 homes.  Mr. 
Scarth discussed routing a line to lower the infrastructure cost.  Mr. 
Morley noted positive and negative responses on the recent Brinton Lake 
Colony Survey.  Mr. Morley noted that Mr. Cotton and Mr. Haden were 
the only 2 residents interested in public sewer on Highpoint Dr.  Mr. 
Jacquet noted that lots 19 and 22 have access to gravity, so if a low 
pressure system is run down the road, then 19 and 22 will not be 
involved.  Mr. Scarth suggested that Mr. Cotton and Mr. Haden pursued 
individual laterals and would not have to pursue gravity unless desired.  
Mr. Morley noted that an easement would be needed and suggested that 
a concept design be done to determine the costs.  Mr. Morley noted that 
on other streets most people were for it rather than against it.  Mr. Scarth 
stated that ideally it would be best to extend the 8” gravity line.  Mr. 
Haden and Mr. Cotton would be responsible for the installation, cost, 
design and construction to extend the main 8” line, grant an easement, 
dedicate it to the Township, and then connect to it with their individual 4” 
lines.  Mr. Cotton stated that the other possibility is a future low-pressure 
system ($85,000 divided by 7 or a little over $12,000 each for 
infrastructure only).  Mr. Scarth stated that at this point in time getting the 
EDUs from Concord is not a major concern.  Mr. Jacquet stated that not 
all of the 7 homes may want to tie in to low-pressure at this time.  Mr. 
Cotton stated that eventually everyone will have to tie in.  Mr. Haden 
asked if there is an appropriate stub in the manhole.  Mr. Scarth stated 
that it would have to be core drilled and a pipe put in it, which can be 
done easily.  Mr. Scarth cautioned that if there is no eminent need to do 
this, the Township may not want to approach an easement acquisition.  
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Mr. Cotton stated that he was not looking to connect; only what it would 
cost to set up escrow.  Mr. Haden and Mr. Cotton noted that they each 
have a sand mound.  Mr. Morley will discuss a possible easement from 
63 Carter Rd. with Mr. Seagraves who may first have to discuss it with 
the Board. 

 
b. CTSA Rules & Regulations:  Mr. Jacquet stated that Mr. Seagraves 

should move forward with the CTSA Rules & Regulations.  Mr. Scarth 
suggested the Sewer Committee look at Concord’s requirement of a 
permit for non-residential users.   Mr. Morley stated that he did not see 
anything that gave Thornbury Twp. any control.  Mr. Scarth felt that 
Thornbury Twp. was ultimately responsible for customers in Thornbury 
Twp., even trumping Concord’s Sewer Authority.  Mr. Scarth noted that 
these rules have no application inside Thornbury Twp.  Mr. Scarth stated 
that Thornbury will implement our own and mimic this.  Mr. Scarth stated 
that Thornbury Twp. probably has an ordinance that says Thornbury Twp. 
will take over if the sewer authority does not do their job.  Mr. Howley 
stated that this is an ordinance for non-residential sewers.  Mr. Scarth 
noted that Thornbury Twp. has adopted this by proxy for the WSSD.  Mr. 
Morley stated the wording should be the same, and it should also say 
who is ultimately responsible.  Mr. Morley stated that there is no 
commercial or industrial waste in our Township other than Pace One 
Restaurant and the hair salon.  There was a consensus that the Sewer 
Committee had no issue with the CTSA Rules & Regulations other than 
who had the ultimate responsibility.   

 
c.  Township Manager’s Report: - No report was submitted.  

 
6.  NEXT MEETING: Thurs., February 24, 2011 at 7 p.m. 

 
7. ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Mr. Morley and seconded by Mr. Howley, 

the meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Deborah Zitarelli 
Sewer Committee Secretary 
 
cc: Sewer Committee Members Ted McCandless, Code Administrator 
 Board of Supervisors Lloyd Noll, Township Sewer Engineer 
 James McCann, PE, Township Sewer Engineer Robert P. Anderman, Esq. 
 Jeffrey Seagraves, Township Manager Suzanne Howat 
 Geoff Carbutt, Subdivision Coordinator  


