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MINUTES 
Thornbury Township Sewer Committee Meeting 

Thursday, July 26, 2012 
 

The Thornbury Township Sewer Committee held a public meeting on Thursday, 
July 26, 2012 at the Township Administration Building, 6 Township Drive, 
Cheyney, Pennsylvania.  Chairman Jacquet called the meeting to order.  

 
PRESENT:   
 
     

Ted Jacquet, Chairman  Jim O’Brien    
George Morley, Vice Chairman Jack Howley                   
    Justin Scarth, P.E., Sewer Engineer 

     
  

 
 
ABSENT: 

   
ABSENT:  Mike Serth 

 

 
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC: 1 
 

Chairman Jacquet reviewed the Agenda, as follows: 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 2.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES – June 28, 2012 
 3.   OLD BUSINESS 

   a.   Brinton Lake Colony & High Point 
b. Response to Brinton Lake Colony & Highpoint Letters 
c. Fox Lair 

 d.    Conceptual Sewer Layout for Township 
 e.   Sewer Management 

 4.   NEW BUSINESS 
 a.   Township Manager’s Report 
 b.   Fall Newsletter    

 5.   NEXT MEETING – Thurs., August 23, 2012 
 6.   ADJOURNMENT 
  

 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT:  There were no comments from the public. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – June 28, 2012:  On a motion by Mr. O’Brien 

and seconded by Mr. Howley, all members present voted “aye” to approve 
the June 28, 2012 minutes, as amended.  Mr. Morley abstained, as he was 
absent at that meeting. 

 



 MINUTES – SEWER COMMITTEE MEETING 
 JULY 26, 2012 
 PAGE 2 
 
  
3.  OLD BUSINESS:  

a.  Brinton Lake Colony & High Point:  Mr. Jacquet noted that there was 
an additional survey response from 15 Highpoint who replied “LATER”.  
As of this date the Township received 21 responses and 28 homes have 
not responded.  Mr. O’Brien stated that he would speak with Mrs. Clark 
again from his HOA and suggested extending the response due date until 
the school year starts, as many neighbors are away on vacation.  Mr. 
Howley suggested writing to those who have not responded yet.  Mr. 
Jacquet stated that at the last meeting Mr. Winch from 59 Carter 
mentioned that he had a stub or lateral behind his property and Mr. 
Scarth concurred that he would have to go through the wetlands to get to 
it.  Mr. Scarth noted that Mr. Winch does not have an easement.  There 
was a consensus to postpone any decision until more responses are 
received.  Mr. Haden, 14 Highpoint Dr., noted that 7 of the 8 Highpoint 
residents are willing to have the infrastructure installed.  Regarding Mr. 
Leland’s (3 Highpoint) letter, Mr. Jacquet stated that with the possibility of 
new Supervisors being elected, it is unknown if hooking-up will be 
required.  A discussion ensued regarding the possibility of adding 
Highpoint to the Fox Lair project, as suggested by Mr. Haden.  There was 
a consensus that there was not enough savings to justify a delay up to a 
year and approval would be needed from Concord Twp.  The discussion 
ended with Mr. Haden requesting that the committee give some thought 
to modifying the Fox Lair design.  Mr. Jacquet noted that he would 
recommend to the Board of Supervisors (BOS) that the Township keep 
on track with Fox Lair and carve out Highpoint as a separate project. 

 
MOTION:  On a motion by Mr. Morley and seconded by Mr. Howley, 
all members present voted “aye” to recommend to the Board of 
Supervisors that the Township move forward with Highpoint Drive 
as a separate project and to obtain a preliminary sewer design for 
Highpoint Drive from Pennoni Associates.  Mr. Scarth noted that if the 
Township gets approval for Highpoint, there would be enough time to 
include the colony, if needed.              
 

b. Response to Brinton Lake Colony & Highpoint Letters: Information 
was discussed in the previous agenda item.  

 
c. Fox Lair:  Mr. Scarth noted that the planning module was sent last week. 

 
d.   Conceptual Sewer Layout for Township:  Mr. Jacquet stated that at the 

last meeting the members wanted to move forward on a Township-wide 
sewer layout, depending on the cost, as there are other areas in the 
Township that are not included in the current plan.  Once the cost is 
determined the Committee would make a request to the Board.  Mr. 
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Morley would like Pennoni to include the Thornton historic area and 
nearby areas in their conceptual layout.  As there are many sewer lines in 
the area, Pennoni needs to determine which route is best.  Mr. Scarth 
stated that if gravity is to be considered the topography must be 
investigated.  Mr. Jacquet concurred with Mr. Morley’s idea that low-
pressure would probably be the most cost-effective system for the rest of 
the Township.  Mr. Jacquet stated that the BOS would first like the Sewer 
Committee to focus on sewer management before looking at other areas.     

 
MOTION:  On a motion by Mr. Jacquet and seconded by Mr. Howley, 
all members present voted “aye” to recommend to the Board of 
Supervisors that the Township obtain a cost estimate from Pennoni 
Associates for a Township-wide conceptual sewer design which 
would likely all be low-pressure. 
 

e.  Sewer Management:  Mr. Jacquet stated that he preferred education 
over a stringent sewer management program, and Mr. Howley’s 
informative newsletter articles are a good beginning.  There is probably 
more information that can be sent to residents on their septic systems.  
Mr. Howley stated that DEP may have septic system requirements in the 
future.  Mr. Jacquet asked if those who pump systems qualified to 
determine if a septic system is ok.  Mr. Scarth stated that the Township 
should have access to an SEO who can be contacted to be on-site for 
inspections.  Mr. Morley felt no one should have to pump out their system 
if the homeowner can show that their tank is no more than 1/3 full of 
solids.  Mr. Morley also concurred with Mr. Jacquet’s idea of education 
rather than a sewer management program.  Mr. Morley stated that he 
would review Pennsbury’s and Concord’s 3-4 page ordinance for the next 
meeting to see if Thornbury could implement something similar.  Mr. 
Morley noted that it would be a possible benefit to the Township to map 
the location of each septic system and cess-pool. 

 
4.  NEW BUSINESS: 

a.   Township Manager’s Report:  No report was presented. 
 
b.   Fall Newsletter:  The fall newsletter article was discussed and modified.   
 
NOTE:  Mr. Jacquet stated that he received approval from Mr. Seagraves to 

add the sewer map on the website.  Mr. Scarth noted that for public 
safety, not all Townships publish their infrastructure.   

 
5.  NEXT MEETING:  Thurs., September 27, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  There was a 

consensus to cancel the Aug. 23 meeting, as most of the members will be 
away on vacation. 
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6.  ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Mr. Howley and seconded by Mr. Morley, 

the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Deborah Zitarelli 
Sewer Committee Secretary 
 
cc: Sewer Committee Members Justin Scarth, Pennoni Associates 
 Board of Supervisors Lloyd Noll, Township Sewer Engineer 
 James McCann, PE, Township Sewer Engineer Robert P. Anderman, Esq. 
 Jeffrey Seagraves, Township Manager Suzanne Howat, Bookkeeper 
       Geoff Carbutt, Subdivision Coordinator 


