


































ASSISTANT TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT  

2-17-09 

 
1. Willard and I attended the Pandemic Influenza Preparedness and Response Plan briefing 

at the County Council Meeting Room on February 3, 2009.  The County strongly urged 
municipalities to urge their residents to register with the Delco Alert system.    The 
DELCO ALERT system will notify registered individuals of major events and/or 
emergency crisis situations.  In addition residents can elect to receive other alerts such as 
weather, school closings, utility outages, amber alerts, government closings, health alerts, 
road closings and public safety alerts all of which will be sent to your home or work 
phone, cell phone, blackberry and/or email.  It is important for all residents to register so 
that in the event of an emergency county and local officials will know where you reside 
and where to locate persons with “special needs”.  There is a special section for 
registering persons with special needs such as handicapped persons and elderly people 
dependent on medicine and food being delivered to them.  Further, if you are a medical 
professional or have any type of emergency training such as CPR or CERT you can also 
sign up to volunteer your assistance during an emergency.  Residents can register at 
www.delcoalertpa.org or by phone at 610-565-8700.  The Delco Alert link is also posted 
on our website at www.thornbury.websecurestores.net as well as on Thornbury TV, 
Comcast channel 850. 
 

2. I attended the FEMA conference on February 5, 2009 in Springfield Township.  This 
conference was regarding the new floodplain maps issued by FEMA and the compliance 
requirements.  Municipalities are required to review the maps and get back to FEMA with 
any corrections, additions, etc.  Municipalities will also be required to notify property 
owners whose property lies within the floodplain area. Lisa and I are working on both of 
these aspects.  Once we have determined what properties are located in the floodplain 
areas according to the new maps, we will turn to the Board for their input on how they 
would like to notification process to proceed.  FEMA will send a notification letter to our 
solicitor providing the Township with a 180 day deadline to complete these tasks. 
 

3. I met with Alan, Willard and Jeff to discuss the recent events at Cheyney University and 
their lack of notification to the Township.  We all agreed to get information from various 
surrounding universities and municipalities with respect to their notification procedures 
and emergency plans.  We will reconvene on February 20, 2009 to discuss our findings 
and figure out Thornbury Township’s path forward.  We also discussed updating 
Thornbury Township’s emergency plan. 
 
 

http://www.delcoalertpa.org/
http://www.thornbury.websecurestores.net/


4. The new Escrow Account has been opened at First Keystone Bank.  This account has four 
sub-accounts: (1) Zoning Hearing Escrows; (2) Grading Permit Escrows; (3) Sewer 
Tapping Fee Escrows; and (4) Miscellaneous Escrows.  We are in the process of 
determining where the existing escrow funds need to be placed.  All new incoming 
escrows will be put into this escrow fund. 
 

5. Per the Board’s consent I have closed out the following sewer accounts and placed the 
funds in the amount of $222,293.34 into the First Keystone Bank Sewer Fund on 
February 6, 2009: (1) Capital Sewer Fund, #5381032633; (2) Sewer. #5381034512; (3) 
Sewer Tapping, #9551000951; and (4) WSSD, #8271027417. 
 

6. In addition, and also with the Board’s consent, I closed out the Credit Card Account, 
#8271036084 in the amount of $4,613.66 and the Orleans Sewer Account #9551000978 
in the amount of $24,492.95 and had those funds transferred into the General Fund on 
February 5, 2009. As you will recall Thornbury Township was incurring a monthly fee of 
$42.34 for the credit card machine.  I was able to negotiate our way out of that lease.  
Accordingly, we no longer need use of this account.   The Orleans funds were reserved as 
part of the Four Party Agreement for EDU’s. The distribution of these funds was made in 
November, 2008 from the General Fund.  Accordingly, the General Fund was reimbursed 
 

7. Per the Board’s request I have consulted with two additional copier companies in search 
of the best possible deal for the Township’s purchase of a new copier.  I met with 
representatives from Corrigan Manning (referred by Bob Anderman) and KDI.  In 
addition I have attached a revised proposal from Connected Business Solutions reflecting 
the additional information Joe requested. 
 

8. I will be attending the West Nile Virus Conference on February 24, 2009 and will report 
back to the Board any pertinent information obtained. 
 

9. I have provided a copy of the Bonner Park Easement Agreement with the Brandywine 
Conservancy to Ric Miller of the Historic Commission and Joe Burke of the Parks & 
Recreation Board. There are certain “Restrictions of Use” and there is a provision 
providing for “Requirements For Grantee Approval of Improvements” which will require 
us to obtain their approval before we reposition the sign and/or put up a light in Bonner 
Park.  Ric has made contact with the Brandywine Conservancy and is working with them 
to determine their process for approval. 
 

10. I am providing the Board with documentation pertaining to a request to waive the land 
development requirements made by Joseph Horne who resides at 656 Cheyney Road.  
Mr. Horne is proposing to build a second accessory structure, a garage 40’x 54”.  The 



structure meets all zoning requirements.  However, it is on a steep slope with a 33% 
grade, which is 13% steeper than would allow.  I have also provided you with a copy of 
Catania Engineering’s report.  The Planning Commission has made a recommendation 
that the Board of Supervisors that they deny this waiver request.  I would ask that the 
Board please review the documentation and we can address this at our next meeting after 
you have had a chance to look it over.  

Respectfully submitted, 
  
Jacqui Guenther, Asst. Township Manager 
















