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MINUTES 
Thornbury Township Sewer Committee Meeting 

Thursday, April 24, 2008 
 

The Thornbury Township Sewer Committee held a public meeting on Thursday, 
April 24, 2008 at the Township Administration Building, 6 Township Drive, 
Cheyney, Pennsylvania.  Chairman MacEwen called the meeting to order.  

 
PRESENT: 

 
 
 
 

Brian MacEwen  
George Morley 
Jack Howley 
 
 

R. Ted Jacquet 
Susan Ricciuti 
 
 

ABSENT:  0
 
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC: 4 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
Mr. MacEwen stated that an agenda was not set for this meeting, but the 
committee would provide information that will be discussed at a joint public 
meeting held by the Board and the Sewer Committee on Tuesday, April 29, 
regarding the Brinton Lea and Thornhill Sewer Districts. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chairman MacEwen asked for public comment. 
   
Dave Fulford, 253 Old Gradyville Rd. stated that DEP is holding up approval of 
his planning module because DEP needs to know who will be responsible for 
the line, and also where is the point of demarcation.  The line is in a 20 ft. 
easement running parallel to Old Gradyville Rd.  Also, a provision is needed for 
the MacLaughlin’s and the Green’s.  Mr. Fulford obtained the easement from the 
Green’s, who prefer gravity.  Mr. Fulford would like to transfer the easement, at 
the end of construction and once inspected, to the Township, and have the pipe 
dedicated to the Township.  Mr. Morley requested Mr. Fulford put his proposal in 
writing and email it to Mr. MacEwen.    
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Mr. and Mrs. Hayden, 14 Highpoint Dr. stated that along with their next door 
neighbors, want to tie into the sewer line that runs from the Cherry Creek 
development, and want to know how to proceed.  Mr. MacEwen suggested the 
Haydens canvass their neighbors to determine interest and map out how to tie 
in.  Mr. Hayden stated that his neighbor’s property abuts the sewer main, and 
that it made sense to tie into the line behind their properties rather than a forced 
main.  Mr. Morley stated that the Hayden’s and their neighbors would be better 
off tying in with a gravity line, and since it’s more expensive, it is advisable to get 
as many neighbors agreeable to this as possible.  Mr. MacEwen stated that the 
Hayden’s and their neighbors may want to consider granting a ROW for the 
gravity line, so it could be dedicated to the Township, and to investigate if an 
easement is needed.     
 
A discussion ensued regarding financing.  The cost from the curb line to the 
house could be in the $7,000 range.  The infrastructure could be financed by the 
Township, but the homeowner is responsible for cost from the house to the curb.  
The need for a pay-in, pay-out balance sheet was suggested to avoid a 
shortage of up-front money, as infrastructure may cost $1 million or more, plus 
reimbursements.  Also, the wording in the outline should be changed from 
“$5000 at the time of tie in” to “$5000 at the time of installation”.  There was a 
consensus that there were flaws in equalizing the numbers, and that 
construction costs could rise dramatically.  Mr. MacEwen stated that it will cost 
about $1.4 million, plus the $2,800 per home (162 homes) going to Concord 
Township, totaling about $1.8 million.  Mr. MacEwen recommended that the 
Township should find a way to borrow $2 million with debt service over 20 years, 
at roughly 4.75%, to make the accounting easy for the Township.  This equates 
to $960/year/home, or $80./month, for 20 years, plus a treatment sewer bill of 
just under $400./quarter.  Some residents will not be able to afford this.  
Discrepancies in the costs, the Wawa overage, and agreement issues were 
discussed.  The Committee agreed that a more sophisticated accounting system 
was needed.   
 
Mr. Morley stated that if 62 EDU units are approved for Brinton Lake and only 42 
want to hook up, then what happens with the 20 EDU units assigned to the other 
addresses.  Therefore, the Township needs to have people sign an agreement, 
before final approval, so the Township is not stuck with as many EDU units.   
 
Mr. MacEwen stated he would develop a list of outstanding questions.  Mr. 
Morley questioned if it was better or not financially to stagger construction.  Mr. 
MacEwen stated that a homeowner would not have to pay the quarterly sewer 
bill until the homeowner begins to use the public sewer.  There was a question 
as to whether it was $2,600 or $2,800 per home going to Concord.  Mr. 
MacEwen stated gravity vs. presser sewer should be reviewed again. 
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The Committee briefly discussed their concerns regarding the lack of 
representation and safeguards regarding Concord’s management, and the 
possibility of insufficient up-front money to cover the $1 million construction plus 
reimbursements.   
 
The Committee was concerned that some homeowners may not be interested in 
being included for public sewers. However, with enough information, it was 
hoped that 3 out of 4 homeowners will commit to tie in, so the pipe can be run 
where most of people want it, and it won’t be run where people don't want it.  It 
was agreed that financing and numbers need to be finalized.   
 
A discussion ensued regarding if the Township buys out the developers, will the 
homeowners be assessed if they tie in after 10 years.  Also, if a homeowner 
waits 5 years to tie in, will they be assessed the full amount, or less?  Mr. 
MacEwen felt the homeowner could be charged the cost at the time of tie in.  
The Township would decide what the homeowner’s fair share will be, if they tie 
in later.   
 
Mr. MacEwen offered to send the Committee’s concerns in an email to Mr. 
Seagraves and the Board of Supervisors regarding the upcoming April 28 public 
sewer meeting. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
On a motion by Mr. Jacquet, seconded by Mrs. Ricciuti, the meeting adjourned 
at 8:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deborah Zitarelli 
Sewer Committee Secretary 
 
cc: Sewer Committee Members Ted McCandless, Code Administrator 
 Board of Supervisors Lloyd Noll, Township Sewer Engineer 
 James McCann, PE, Township Sewer Engineer Robert P. Anderman, Esq. 
 Jeffrey Seagraves, Township Manager Suzanne Howat 
 Elizabeth Geoghegan, Subdivision Coordinator 


