




























































LOCAL LAW INTRO NO 1 OF 2014

A LOCAL LAW REGULATING THE USE OF THE OFFICIAL SEAL OF 
THE COUNTY OF JEFFERSON AND THE EMBLEM, SEAL OR STAMP 

OF ITS VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS.

BE IT ENACTED by the County Legislature of the County of Jefferson as follows:

Section 1.  Legislative Intent.

A. The County Seal of the County of Jefferson as defined in County Law
§404 is the official instrument evidencing the consent, approval and
participation of the County of Jefferson in the agreement or business
contained in the document to which the seal is attached.  

B. County Law § 404 specifies that the seal shall only be used when
authorized by law.  This Local Law is intended to define who has authority
to utilize the County seal or emblem and establish a sanction for the
misuse of such seal or emblem. 

C. The Attorney General of the State of New York has opined that: “We can
find no authority regarding the reproduction of a county seal by persons or
entities other than the county.”  (1975 Op. Atty. Gen. 148).  Therefore the
regulation of the use of the county seal is a subject left to the County under
Municipal Home Rule Law.

Section 2. Definitions.

A. County Seal of the County of Jefferson:  The seal authorized by County
Law §404 and described in the filing with the offices of the Jefferson
County Clerk and the New York State Secretary of State.

B. Jefferson County Emblem: Any graphic, logo or emblem commissioned
for or designed by Jefferson County or its departments for the purpose of
advertising or promotion of the County of Jefferson government, Jefferson
County as a region, local tourism, industry, or general regional identity.

C. Jefferson County Departmental Stamps and Seals: Any stamp or seal
designed and utilized by a county department for official business bearing
the name of the department.
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D. Jefferson County Department: Including but not limited to Jefferson
County Clerk, County Treasurer, District Attorney, Sheriff, Airport
Department, and all other Jefferson County departments, offices and
entities. 

Section 3. Prohibitions.

A.  It shall be unlawful to imprint, reproduce, or copy the official seal of the
County of Jefferson, or the emblem, departmental stamp or seal of its
departments, in form or substances, without the prior written authorization
of the County of Jefferson.

1. Officers and employees of the County of Jefferson are deemed to
have authorization by virtue of the duties of their employment to
utilize the County Seal, Emblem, departmental and other stamps
and seals provided said officers and employees are duly appointed,
in good standing, and not subject to disciplinary suspension.

2. Justices of the Supreme Court, County Court and Surrogates Court,
resident in Jefferson County, and any clerk or officer of the NYS
Office of Court Administration authorized by said justices may use
and affix the County Seal when authorized by law to do so. 

3. Contractors of the Jefferson County, other governmental entities,
and third parties may use the County Seal or County Emblem with
prior written approval of the County of Jefferson.  Such application
shall be in writing and state the purpose for which the reproduction
is intended and the extent to which the reproduction will be
distributed or published.   Applications will be reviewed and
approved only when the use of the County Seal or Emblem is
deemed to be legal, in the best interest of the County and will not
be used to support a political, religious, corporate, or fund raising
purpose.  Applications shall be addressed to the County
Administrator, 195 Arsenal Street, Watertown, New York 13601.

4. Under no circumstances will a departmental stamp or seal be
authorized to be imprinted, reproduced or copied by a third party or
used by anyone other than officers and employees of a county
department for official county business.
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Section 4. Sanctions

1. The use of the County Seal, Emblem, departmental stamp or seal, or any
replica or simulation thereof, in form or substance, by an unauthorized
person for any wrongful purpose, is prohibited.  

a. Any violation of this prohibition shall be deemed to be a
misdemeanor and punishable as such.

2. The use of the County Seal, Emblem, departmental stamp or seal, or any
replica or simulation thereof, in form or substance, by an unauthorized
person is prohibited.  

a. Any violation of this prohibition shall be subject to a fine of up to
$500.00 per instance/event or $25.00 per copy, whichever is
greater.

Section 5. Severability

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this law or the
application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity,
or circumstance shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be
invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair or
invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the
clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this law, or in its
application to the person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or
circumstances directly involved in the controversy in which such order or
judgement shall be rendered.

Section 6. Effective Date

This Local Law shall be effective immediately upon its filing with the New York
State  Secretary of State.
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