
MUB MEETING
February 16, 2016

7:30 AM

Meeting called to order by Mark Carstensen, MUB Member. Others present were Shawn Mechling, MUB member; 

Ken Sabers, MUB President (by phone); Greg Barnier, City Attorney; Fay Bueno, Finance Officer; Daniel Ainslie, 

City Manager; Rick Bush, Public Works; R.T. Shaw, Hog Heaven Campground Owner and Dale Olson, Water 

Superintendent.

Ken Sabers made a motion to approve today’s agenda and the minutes from the last meeting, Shawn Mechling 

seconded.  Approved.  An added claim of $87,929.42 for the agreed 38% of the total installation cost of the main 

water line to Dolan Creek was added to the list.  Ken Sabers made a motion to approve the claims, Shawn Mechling 

seconded. Approved.

The Water Superintendent‘s report addressed concerns about transferring funds to other projects.  He listed several 

projects totaling almost $7,000,000 and asked the Board to keep these projects in mind.  Well #7 has some issue with

water rushing at a fast rate causing hammering.  This hammering is believed to have caused the pipes to break earlier 

than in years past.  The Superintendent’s solution is to purchase and install a 250 hp variable frequency drive (VFD). 

This would allow the pump to slowly increase in speed to the maximum and when needed slowly reduce the speed 

until it turns off.  This would reduce the hammering.  In addition, the VFD would enable an upgrade to a larger pump

and motor and increase the output from approximately 800gmp to approximately 1100 gpm.  This higher gpm is only

available until 2019 or the additional water rights will expire.  This higher gpm will basically allow almost as much 

flow as another well.  He also handed out a sheet without water mains and long service lines with only 4” water 

mains and/or old, long service lines.  A few residents have asked about the possibility of Flint, Michigan lead in 

water problems.  Sturgis has tested different locations for over 20 years with no high lead concentrations and 

continues to do testing.  The only source of lead is in the goose neck taps for older service lines.  As old lines are 

replaced, these taps are being replaced reducing the potential contaminating sources even further.

The City Attorney will send a letter and a proposed easement to Jack Murray next week regarding the Hog Heaven 

Campground line.  Mr. Shaw hopes to start repairs in early spring so time is of the essence to get the new easement 

filed.  Rural Water will be coming west river soon with their leak detector and will try to locate the area where the 

leak is.  Rockingtree owner Randy Hallock asked for a map and letter stating what is his responsibility regarding his 

water service lines.  Mark Carstensen and Dale Olson will discuss the map given to the MUB with Randy later this 

week.  The state statutes and MUB regulations regarding revenue and enterprise funds were briefly discussed with 

the decision to discuss further at the next meeting.

In new business, Shawn Mechling made a motion to approve the changes to Regulation 1.01 regarding updated date 

and time for the meetings.  Ken Sabers seconded.  Approved.    The Water Superintendent asked for approval to hire 

an engineer to determine the best options regarding Well #7 as discussed above.  Mark Carstensen made a motion to 

approve hiring an engineer for the project to gather costs and best options for proceeding, Shawn Mechling seconded.

Approved.

The Public Works Director instructed everyone that the State put the Main Street project out to bid.  The State will 

coordinate everything except the installation of the water lines.  It is up to the MUB if an engineer should be hired or 

the city employees supervise the waterline project.  FourFront will be doing the majority of administrative work for 

this project they will be asked if they could supervise the water line installation and a cost for this.  No decision was 

made.  Mr. Bush also let the MUB know that water is needed at the lagoons.  He has gotten an agreement from the 

Meade School District allowing a tap into their water line.  This water comes from the Fort Meade water system and 



will be metered.  Fort Meade would like an MOU with the City that if they run short of water that the City would 

provide water to them if necessary.  The lines are already in place to do so and will be metered.  Each party would 

agree to pay for the water as the water is used.

Ken Sabers made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Mark Carstensen seconded.  Mark Carstensen adjourned the 

meeting.

The next meeting will be Tuesday, March 22 at 7:30 am in the front conference room.

__________________________________

Ken Sabers, President
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